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Agenda

Loading data
Stata’s windows
Creating a variable
Advanced stuff
Learning resources



Loading Data

Download “Brookline Home Prices” data set
- http://people.bu.edu/tsimcoe/teaching.html

Two ways to import data
- Excel Import Tool: “File > Import > Excel...”
- As Stata (.dta) data set: “File > Open...”
- Type “clear” in Command box before loading new data

Stata always stores data as single “rectangular” worksheet
- Row = Observation, Column = Variable



Stata’s Windows

Menu Bar: Single location to access
all features of program

Results Window: Where Stata
displays output after you tell it

to do something

® Stata12.0 File Edit View Data Graphics Statistics User Window Help 56 8§ C R = & 69% Tue 10:44 AM Q
. T
®e00 Stata 12.0 (@)
u - 2 = = —
SHE L (=) il ! 2 @ (I -
Open Save Print Log Viewer Graph Do-file Editor Data Editor Data Browser More Break Search Help
. .
Review Q | Results Q. | variables B Q V bI d .
Com. _rc Label arla es Wln OW.
1 set mi... - . . ____® City .
, T DT D Useful info about
2 import... State
Hu? -/ / /— / /_—_/ 12.0 (opyright 1985-2011 StataCorp LP StorelD Store ID P Se u In O a Ou
Statistics/Data Analysis StataCorp ore .ore
4905 Lakeway Drive FiscalYear Fiscal Year . .
College Station, Texas 77845 USA Sales t h e Va rl a b I es I n
800-STATA-PC http://ww.stata.com CostofSales Cost of Sales
979-696-4600 stata@stata.com Region
e (e current data set
Single-user Stata perpetual license:
Serial number: 30120588719
Licensed to: Timothy Simcoe
Boston University
Notes:
. set min_memory 75M, permanently =
(set min_memory preference recorded) Properties & W=
. import excel "/Users/timsimcoe/Dropbox/simcoe/teaching/EMBA26/S1ides/PreProgram/AnnualSalesAllRegions.x1lsx",
> sheet("Sheetl") firstrow
Value Label
» Filename
Variables
Observations
‘ Command Memory
[
‘ﬁ <> [ R

|} /Users/timsimcoe/Dropbox/simcoe/teaching/EMBA26/data/Madoff

Review window: List of previous
Commandes, click for a “do over”
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Command window: Where you type in commands
(unless you prefer to use the drop down menus)




Stata also has a “spreadsheet” view

Data Editor allows editing (not recommended)

Data Browser only permits viewing data

Click here to view
data in “spread-
sheet” format

Note that string
variables are
displayed in
RED, & numeric
variables are
displayed in
BLACK
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Creating a new variable

Goal: Make new variable that measures assessed value per square foot

Using Menu Bar

- Select “Data > Create or change data > Create new variable”

- Using dialog box, provide a name (“dpsf”)... and expression (“value/area”)

- No spaces allowed in variable names

- Can remove variables by typing “drop [variable name]” on the Command line
Using Stata’s “generate” command

- Type “generate dpsf = value / area” on Command line

Three ways to reduce typing (and typos)
- Click next to variable name to paste in Command line
- Click in Review Window to paste previous commands
- Renaming variables, e.g. “rename dpsf warm-and-fuzzy”



Advanced stuff

Creating tabular summaries of the data
- “table nbhd, contents(p25 value p75 value)

Visualizing the data
- “histogram dpsf”

Modeling relationships in the data
- “regress value rooms”

- “twoway (scatter value rooms) (Ifit value rooms”)



Additional Resources

The Instructor
- | am available to answer Stata questions any time
- | prefer to take these questions by email

Help Manuals
- Type “help” or “help [command name]” in Stata to see the manuals

Internet
- Google “Stata Help” for a wealth of information

SMG Tools
- | will post a Tutorial, Cheat Sheet and Tips to a “Stata Help” folder

Reference Books
- “A Gentle Introduction to Stata”



