Note. This typescript was entrusted to me by the author 30 years ago, after
we edited it together. (The first 8pp. redundantly list the chapter headings
and are omitted here.) We still wanted to clarify the pronunciation of names
and other non-English words whose spelling in the ms. is ambiguous, but now
I'm taking sole responsibility to post it to the internet as it is. | do so in
respectful memory of the author--a wise, courageous and kindhearted man.
Anyone interested to publish this work on paper should contact Iduuwe's
descendants in Ogbe Nmu Dein, Agbo Ime Obi.

"Maa, Bal"

Victor Manfredi, Boston University, 6 September 2012
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. PREFACE \
?pis/ ook of Ika history and culture is the first ever y
i L, completely revised from my earlier drafts.

o ) L P
The desire ror it has long been felt and it is almost over-

dqe. I started rescarching and writing it from 1940;
Frogress has been very slow indeed because I Rperewp visitz&(
sofov
every village in lka and Agbog\as my other work and many
responsibllities permitted. Unhappily many comrades of
mine have died with that same desire unfulfilled, among them
J.K. Nosiere former tutor, St. Gregory College, Lagos,
Charles E- Osaje former Government Schoolmaster Agbor, and
J.E. Okogl former Inspector of Police, Lagos. After such
unfortunate losscs, I decided to pursue fearlessly the
writing of the history inasmuch as we could wait no longer
for a historian or an anthropologist to do it. Furthermore,
our older men and women who can tell us the stories of the
dim past are passing away. The little I have endeavoured to

write may be a stepping-stome for our children and students

toward further resebrch on the culture and language of this

famous place of ours. Like others, we live in the footpring

o
of our fathers and have ourﬁplace to find in Nigerian history.

Agbor is rich in oral tradition and literature, so rule out

stories told by idiots.
Many have asked me to tell the origin of Agbor or lka.

My answer is that Agbor is very ancient end as no tradition
states where we came from such information cen better be
deduced by studging our culture, soclety and languagef o»\A
comparing them with that of other plaicii.)

C:j—;;;;;~has been wild speculation about Agbor origin;

some say we are from Benin City while others belicve that

ie historical blunder. Our ancestors had estasblished an

aptonomous kingdom based on the Eze title, lony before our

contact with Iduu Kingdom in the 18th century.
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Indeed the exsggeration of Benin importance by European writers

and the pompous writing of' Benin historians has deceptively played

down the history Wox’ our people. W& have the right to.
N .

tell our story, which {for over thirty yeeors (I hDZE#ESSE—EEESffffiﬂé)

The rirst thing to reoounise is tiat agbor is the eternal citadel

of Ika heroes who have been the native inhabitants of this part

of the coast for many centuries.

Hitherto, I am indebted to my fellow citizens who have

encouraged me in the production of this history. I

apologise to the readers for any errors, omh68ions and Vwﬁ+ﬂk£h
conclustone that may. befbund in iis pages. It has been n

tedious worke. Indeed, some traditional gy stortes are coloured

by other considerations and unless re-arranged and analysed will

be coneidered by modern historians as grotesque tales. Likewise

how
some narratives tihut are fantastic and funny, such as, Emuhu
. .
people madeﬁladder to worship the eky God, the flight of Uwemi of

Oki and liloha of Alisimien. I shall welcome falr criticisms in

order not to discourage future research. The uninformed, mostly

the egoistic clement in our midst, should stop gu%sing and

distorting Agbor origin,A lie noble deeds of our forefathers and

the rights of oﬁr citizens.

No one can tell the origin whence our primitive ancestors
came. That belng so, we can atili determine the origin of
Agbor from her social- structure, languange and custom. Here

traditégn tells us that Ogele or Ogane was the patrlarch of

he

our nncestors;Awhence thet—eneesitor came from we do not know
for certain. kven the Benin, who,claeim him as their own,
confess to the mystery of his exnct association with theu.

Better to know the men from his deeds among us, as I have
recounted. e belicve that ecarly Agbors have some{gultural
affinity with the East Ni.er - Igbo peoples, and that the KEdo

\\ people as neighbours of Agbor mi.ht had derived some of tiaeir

. . —r R

A

3

K

culture from ancient Ozara which also influenced our culturec.
1

Cultural influence is a two way business: we imitated them and

they imitated us. But borrowing @i aside, Axbor race has been

seonscious of the social, pélitical and economlc autonomy of’ifs
domestic institutions: weaving, spinning, carving, emithing,

farmingf'nntional costume, etiquettes, religion, medicinc, healinyg,
moonligsht pleaye, marriege, death, burisl, law and 1nheritance]

Siield, axe, cuilass, sword and gun—powdcgfihich above all, we

N\ N
cherish the institution of our kingship ~ the Eze or Obi. This

is our distinctive and stabilising focus in the welter of
historical adaptations.

I have writtensthie short history and culture of the lka
not as a speclalist or highly educatied somebody but ss

eoncone who muet put down the result of our tiirty ycars of

patlent rescarch work. I auw grateful to the elders, such as

the late Eboigbodi Obilolihe, Oygun the Elema Oki, Alybe @talor,

=

ny aunt Onycosi who may have lived tiarough the reigns of six

P

N N -
kze Agbor, my venerable father Osahon tie Lze Dible and Iredwgz
N
0563 mm&w—Dein.

1 am deeply grateful to M.A. Onwuejésgﬁﬁ an Anthropologist

/
introduced to me by Obi lkenchukwu when he came L0 study Agbor

pal:zice orxanisation in QOctober, 1970. He advised me to publish

my manuscript, which by that time was complcte in first draft.

V.B. Manfredi, an associate of Onwuejeogwu's at University of

Behin and a linguist at Harward University, came to study Agbor
intonation in 1976. That young friend of mine oversaw the synthesis
of ny first and second drafts. The two schoars have comuitted
themeeivee 10 seeing this history in print, and with the awakeniny
interest of my neighbours 1 have large hopes for lka social

studlies on its foundatlone.

Chief A.E. Iduwe
Qdik of Agbor
Agbor-0Obi 1979
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SECQ@ION 2

~N
AGBOR ORIGIN.FOUNDATION AND DYNASTIES
(a) Lhe earliest history of the Yka race (prehistory):

S\
Agbor represents the earliest wave of forcst dwellers o

in this part ol the Coast of west Africa many centuries ago
t'rom Sc:mi-B_antu Stock. By Agbor is meant a race a metropolis
or a secd on wilch a family grows; biolosically a swamp.

~
Geographically, Axbor situates between the rivers Ordgodo

\ AN
and Ohiomor (Ossiomo), half way between Great Benin (Iduu) on

the vwest and the River Niger to the Easti. It lies in the
\
centre of Villag;es amply dotted in the Orchard rorest of the Ika

country interesected by rivulets - I;i-Odon, TIi —& pen, and

Ezenuughegbe. It is also a road Jjunction of great imporgance

for communication and @ommerce in the Bendel State of Nigeria,
(E5%), ~ ~ . .7' .
conneccting Ishan, Sapele and Asaba. Begauee of' the rich soil

and wholesome climate)the carliest settlers were attracted to

become farmers and husbandmen in the palm belt forest blossomly
adorned with a variety of plant life.

Agbor gsveg state with its centre at I /g"j‘ is surrounded

by Igure and Azuwn-~4igbor.
- . Ny,
i. Imedbi, where the K{;g (5bi‘,Eze) E}Qudfbs’hnﬂ’_‘
resides with municipal authoritx,contains the
NS ~ NN
family .roups Ogbe Nmuw Dein, Ogbe lsogban,
NN ) NN R
Oriru, Idumu Agbamise, Ihaikpen, Ogbe leore, Oxbe
Iwase, Obiolihe, Ihogbae and Ohumerec.
ii. Ipupe, the outskirts of Imeobi, consisting of
NN N OND N N N . s
Agbornta, Oki, Ozara, Alisimien, bkwuru, Alibami,
NN N
Alihagu, Aliokpu, Allagwa, Omumu, Alizomor, Idumu

~ ~ ~
Oza, Alisor, Idumeni, Alifekede, Emuhu, Ekuku,

Alidinma.

/I3

N
iii. Azuwn Agbor, the backwoods, comprising the villages
N -
Owa, Olijie, Uteorkpu, Otoloxpo, Isoko (or Ewohighai),

~ ~ S

Ota, Akumazi, Usonigbe, Awuw (Abavo), Iybanke gzt C.Tj‘ﬂ-ﬁtl,

4, Ugbejie, Obior, Idumuesa, Ekpun, I.bodo, Mbiri, '
l\mhw-Edé, &ybudu Akan.

l e while
e_,__\‘ ’I.‘nus metpopolitan Ad,bor, &be citadel and fountaln-—

head of the Ika State.

N ~ ~

fhe Obi or kze is the symbol of Unity, = the wost

W "-— ih-\

powertul figure in the 8tate arca. pBegk ;ind the Obicze or

wih
palace/ erarcly of nobles in the capinet, Ndichien Agbor.

A A
The bein, kze Agbor ruled through his governors posted to all TZ"’“
SaleHbE ™y

villaies of his kingdom/ otA over 50,000 inhabitants in approxi-

ov-
mately W@@ 110 square miles, ,about one half in numbers and in
~p Y \
(il huaw ki

(b) The traditional Monarchy: Aybor cherishes the Ezéship

areh ' o7
size orAIxaAae a whole

N
institution and designates the king as Eze or Deine. The Office

=

of Deln Eze Agbor.ﬂ is hereditory Ifrom father fto @( genlior son.

No female ruler is allowed on Agbor throne. Every Eze Agbor
is an Ojbea~Nmuw-Decin born. Every A bor citizen is obligeOL
to sugport the Ezc and regard him as a brotherA as af\friend
of all. .J4ny wrecklessness g trem;g with lmpunity, for he is

the supreme head aor our state who rules throuzh a h¢irarchy of

noble elders and titleholders. These men in council uphold oW~

) a4
,ﬁ;énative law and custom with justice and cquity, Sizasin, the
custodians of aygbor culture, lives and propertices; they also
enact laws and have the right to execute tihem justly under

democratic prénciples. All offgnces are treated in the

Y N
Brggwa ndichién. Idumu, or obiezc. Every village owns land

and the Eze is the overlord trustee of pland held in common.

(c) Language: Agbor speaks the Ika dialect akin to other

W« e
Igbommmrrz M‘Idu d}

The—Astop—tensue—represents the 1ka culture

and image. It is distincy and disimilar from Edo languags
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and Vice Versa, cven though some say that Agbor was once under

tihe Oba's rule. whis was eo woen Benin was the rirst to

* .
v M

acquirc Lircarms trrom the Portuguese, and with which they R
terrorised the neighbouring states. But this state or afrairs
lasted ror only & susort time: Agbors liberated themselves

pefore the 18th Century. %“Oru asuw Iﬁgo; I§bo aguw_Ika": From
this saying Agbor appcars to be the cradke of the Ika dialcct

and the citadel of Iibo herogs.

(d) ist Dynaetv, 081 e, 0,700 B.C.:

-~ N
Ozel e was tue patriarch of the cearliest native inhabitants

\
of Agsbor land. From whence the ancestors came no one knows but

exponent historians said they were war mongers from ihe East

to wWwest when Sudan invaded I;&F Ifg and ng and afterwards returned
to eecttle in this place known as Aggér. His Sanctuary in the
lonely valley was marked with an egbon trece, now in a sacrcd

\ -,
drove called Uiba—abor in Agbornta (formerly called Ominije).

The priest is Oriorwor whose salutation is Qriorwor Oken Eze. Thus

N ~ . N -
very newly installed Eze Agbor worships there tor blessing of' his
NN
office. Qgelle in his significance may be called the sungod
of our race; the ancient people used these words in his praise:
NN N
Nnam Ozel e Okeduwe, agbaghara
h NN
Anwun ama OSa.
— ~
Owiwi Odokwama,
~
Ugi meni-oru™
O NN - .
Our Tfather Ogel € is the bencfactor and sunshine over

mankind, as he scatters (literally spoils) and he gathers,

the flood~tide and ebb-tide that gives succour to the stran-

NN

gers on the coast.” The relics of the walle of the ancestors
~ ~

are still extant. 4n Ika Ogel e is the title of the Oldest

noble man in any village; no stranger however rich or power-—

ful could be eligible to it.

Trauition is eilent as to Oucl c¢'s native pluce, Lor #hc

had an adventurous lire as & hunter und was carried away by
8Ca waves, dril'tcd aehiore and wandercd about tor ecveral days
until he round @ suitable 8pot to settle down, between two
riveri, altcwards known as ajbore It may be his name that the

early travellers or roreigncrs uscd in nawing the Ni_erion n»@1d4&&

;cagﬁor<33§g§h J%”;t.

lka was 0¢c1 c's wire the first lady ol our land to whom

seaboad as the

we owe tie dialcct wc speas as Lhe moticr tonguce Her four

\ N AR ~
children were naned gken, Orie, Afor and Nkwor, traditionally

immortalieed o8 tiw nomee of ihe four market days in the
native four day wceke. By the token or‘bgbl € and Eka as sca
pricst and pricetess, Lhose in_;bér born seldenfy perish by
drowins in the watcrs of Okunimene (sea or Ocean) oniml

(sdver hi,cr) and Ohiomor (E6siomor river}, and hencc are called

. e da 3
clalidren oI the sca yod: AlbOr Nmuw élokun. Thus on¢ tkpwu, ‘2
i

carryin, a load of ropes over the log bridgc, slipped into the

watere o; Oliomor. Alter scven days in tisc river be emergcd to

tell his story tuat e reached the town beneath; where thic mistress

0vr¢zk£4 ‘ szﬁfinlL”
<nse- and enguired why fiae coame. Alter explaining qg& cause the

4?» nustrces:e&téfi have made covenant with your father Ogellce I
caiuot keep youu but If you wished to die you siwould go 10 river
Ghuahe or otner for no Agbor born shall perish hcrc. ﬁuo then
found hggiziz on top of the water and wae rcscued (1940) .

(e) 2nd Dynasty: Nze: Thc beginning of kzcehip (monarchy):
By Obieze Agbor is mecant the polace of the pontiff, regareded
as the shrine of thc Ika natlon. This CbicEE—Ur—Tuil—cbieses
)A(‘éreu wradually Irom {

it %— becarse.

o the monarchial heritage
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Obi denotes the heart or the rirst dwelling place of a race
or the personality. mze the head men, chiet or king.

It is important to detail how Agbor has evolved a royal
house, the pride of the ika race. we are inf'ormed that
Agbor had no king, but were under the rule of prieets of the
ancestors. This condition of the pecople so displeased the
holy father Ogelle that he told his men that he would choose
somebogdy as Qluotu to control théir affairs for good. He
arranged a shooting contest with bow and arrow for the boys
between seven and fourtecen years of age. He promised that

anyone who shot the object will ve the prince or the land.

Ogelle and?éiders fixed the date of shooting.

Nze was one of the early men of Agbor. He was a warrior
and a spiritualist of great character. He led social affairs
to the Baszt and west whence Agbor was oriented. He intppduced
the ipami cult and the iwaiseh society also the Egﬁhl&néé chant
during the f;mous Osireze @d@ celebration. Nze lived at Oki
near Agbornta as the Curator i.c. Orborbon or priest in charge
of Agbor antiquities some of which cannote the shrines iniggi:

In the past the Iwaise members used to shave one side of their

head and they alone ate tiger meat while other Agbors forbade
it. It was a wonderful cult.

Nze had a son named Igidi surnamed Agbor whose mother
died soon after his birth. <The baby was nursed by his
father's sister Orie, who had no child orf' her own but was
lovinéiy kind to children, and so bore the nickname nnem

Odede or nne nmunduw i.c. mother of (all) children. Iygidi

was about the age of ten when Ozelle the patriarch proclaimed

his shooting contest and prowised the winner one half of his |

estate. Because of this great promise the mot™arg or the

=hove made anxious preparations; o A <

TR

'
gome decorated their bow with beade and meddcine, but s, bor ‘-Z
and his tep mother did nothlng, in ract Orie was old and poor
unlike the other mothers. MNze never cared to g€t bow and
arror for his motherless sone.

Onf the day of the context all the boys «ethered and

shoolin, commenced one arter the othecre Then a yawseridden
N, N
sirl (Nkanke Ori) whispered to her old father that Iyidi, a

san of Nze was Lot present, &o lgidi was egent for. Wwhen the
meescngser 4ot to Orie's house she was startled to hear that

lgidi was wanted in the stadium aith his bow end arrow. Odede
looked up and down and tears rolled down her cheeks.. She tooi

i
the bow she was using to spin cotton Ota-Oruru,and drew a

broom stick, mkgisi-;ziéh,ae an arrow. B8he ave them to Igidi,
whom the messenger conducted to the stadium. wWhen the spectators
saw him, they burst into laughter not ror sakc or lhis body but
ror the uygly composition or'thc bow and urbow he held.

d.idi took his stand boddly and dischareged his arrow ol
broom and it staggered and stuck to the target, o tiny bright

object like the star Mars, called I1golo. There wae a louy

applause from thic crowd who rushed forward and carried
I41ii shoulder higyh to the noble elders as thc victore. Ogelle
received him and blcesed him end made him the master of one

~
Lalf or the realm, uttering the following words: Fiyu wiiw

AN
ezecl EmEriwgij\zu Al géhw nne )S¥ou are lhe prince, and with

Ve
thine brethren no conquests No enemy shall sully thee,’/He

gove to him chalk and a curved ecimitar with which to lord

it over thc estate. The a:imitar::‘bﬁ (matchet) was later
called ada (or ida) 'state eword', o name of Yoruba origin.
Igidl then left the clders to report to his mother with the
following sony, s8till popular in our ballad:

"Nenec, Nene, agbarim Igolo, agbarim Is0lo

Laba, baba agbarim I;olo, agzbarim Igolo,

Ota ejije agbarini lzolo,

Ota akan agbarini l140lo, agsbarim 1.o0lo"
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“yother, moticr, 1 shot the slar-bright target
’ ! the people cut their own Ofor-nze stafi and refused to recognize

sb‘ntner, t'ather, 1 shot the star-bright target,

) Ofor-Igidi. From that time civi and ne : "
while the ejije beaded bow, the akan beaded bow, 1 war géneral unrest buret

all miseed, 1 shot the Igolo. between the three families. Subjugated though the people werc,
. N ’
when orie heard the voice of I idli she was asrieved yet they broke olf and named themselves AybOornta, small Agbor.
with anger thinking someonc had flossed. the boy. she gazed The feud has long venished into history.

sternly at the doorway aud veheld a large crowed behind the

fortunate young archer Jubilating. The boy ewbraced hie
motuat and she rejolced to sce her son come back with the
gift of victory.

Now the mothers of the other éompetitors in jealousy
began to plean to kill the prince. Nze the rather forsaaw

the danger and decided to remove his son to a sal'e place. He

took leave af ithe clders .and fled with I 141 after much un-
rest to this @ep spot he named Agbor, aemsiy the cternal city
or immortsl soil on which the seed of thec family sihall growe

, Thire
Agbor neems § swanp, and aleo a race cr lineage. Nzo end Lgidi

lived, and owing to nls power in medicinec and science the
1ittle place attructed great popularity. Igldl was as brave
and sagacious as his father. He fought againet all odds
engin;-:cred by his brethren and won. The place was popularly
callcd Ali-Igidi the land of bravery cven till this day but

because of ites eocial institutions and rementic life it
became_ known as Agbor our femily city. From that time A bor
Imecobl became a place of pilyrimeye end a rcyal court.

After some years of achicvements Nze dleda. His burisl
ground is known ac the glor—-m or 1hy Hze, the old home;
of Agbor or kNze's tomb. Nze's was the mosi pompoue funeral
ceremony cver béfore accorded to a hero. Ke ‘oecmﬁe the
father of all rulers in Ika land. His\_(g_o‘g became the royal
pantheon, the well knwon ;for nze, Agbornta and Okl retfused 4o
allow the body of the hero to be burled in Imeobi but to
carry it to either ominijie or Oki. As that could not be done /



N
;)ékﬁ“\*~

CHAFTER H: & §
(£) 3rd Dynosty: Dein C. 1270: Deinf was named Ebonka before ’ Ufu was mangﬁ?d to & handsome youngman by nawe Igbudu
he left home fop adventure, to become a soldicr in a reorclgn army (en expert haryé??f’d elnger and wrestler), pogularly nicknamed
probably in Nupe or Yoruba war; He retulncd bLowc when he was " Kzedkoroblia" (the king of the youngmen). H e was strong like
declinin. in agce He was sade 0luptu or cmperor to lecuad his peop- a glante UTheir marriage was bliseful with sone and daughters.
le to war or to any emergency, as Ogoll® had established. Thefie One of them nemcd Owuuwu was born with Ire-njota (a tongue like
becams known @8 Dein o title of a warrior unucr whoiNie served ab- a fish tail). Indeed the child was an extraordinary morital. At
road named Benncdito Dein a French Ofiicer rrow Timbucktu €230 the age oL seven he was sent abroad to be trained in the arts of
AD Gégigﬂgﬁ/ﬁifzzzgz\one possible source of tie neae) medicine and magice Dﬁring his long absence trow howe hie mother
Deln eedet detested tuc rulc of precet and determincd to rule Transtormed _Ats'bor soclety, ha¥ing prepared the regalia and other
as o Monarci by unitiiy the various familics to hie court for parsphernaiia for the glory aud splendour of the throne. Ufu
aopeale In order to wake his idea effective he manipulated a was ambitious and intelligent, astute fcmaje politiciah. She
law called Ugben the penalty of which 1f disobcyed was capltal ' fesolved to wear Lué croﬁn she made with asatc beads to be the
punislment after the day's sunset. Ugbcn law is a toboo to stop P -first queen on Agbor throme, but on the eve of her installation and-ees
enybody from doinyg anything further elther rorward or vackward, yngf?;coronation she eawvher menstruation flow. Alas, she was forbid-
fighting, quarrelling or tresspassing by order of anyone in %)"Qﬁén to enter holy places aud touch holy things of Agbor sacred
Dein'e name. The exercis of this low made many people run away I J:‘i;f mgmmms,
from the town aud Dein's nawe wae drecaded like a ecorch of firce Upon this désappointment her husband Igbudu became the aute—
This nome becawe a ledend in Agbor history that every Agbor . cratic head of the new reformation but other heads of families
rulcr is Dcin and his wife (nwunién Dein) his children (nmuw _ rose in rebelliion againet hime. PFilghting ensued between them and
Dcin) bis counsellors end Servantsﬁiﬂibo Dein)e As 1t wore all 4o Dein's chiluren,. It wes observed that Oleken, the high priest
that relate to tne royal houee bear Dein's bﬁme. Another torm of thc ancestors was the brain behind the rebellion because he
of punitive measurc not exciusively royel, ie ostiracisik. ppposed the idca of a single and absolute ruler. Oleken was wily, ha
(Ibﬁma fhiau)- crooked légjﬁéth soresand a wizard who had been suspected of killing
AB @ matier of importance Dein'se rule was edready dospotic hilaren and gromising youngmenk gﬂ3>gb‘g5;§ps cn£¥;231f§iﬁﬁil
and moet remarkable in Agbor life but short becamse he was ulready defencg he—wosS Lobbed. Ufu tried to gquell the rioters by aids
old. Immediamtely he died the people returned to theocratic ena- from neigiouring towns and villages but her effort proved abort-
rchy ond every villase besjan to manaje its own affairse But arter ive. Igbudu abdicated sud was toreccd to take refuge. With a
about two or threc decades a woman by nemc Ufu came to Agbor few of nis orcicstra he travelled to Bsé&n @t(iehan)country at
and emersed a public figurce She was beautiful ana inteclligent an Udo. Accordin: to tradition Igbudu was clected as the regent
auvocate or Monarchim like Dein of the blcesed Memorye. %hey When tue king of Udo diede. But after tiie Benin had raided Udo
snld she was a princess of the Yoruba or Nupe dyrnosty whosc he cawe back to Agbor after eight years ol voluntary exile.

father's kin,dom was destroyed byw war arougd 1260



\ SECTION 3
(k2E PoRIODS)

ot
The children of Dein were e8till wisn JdageCrs drawn; Lany wepe (a) Owuuwu the Great: First Eze period about AD 1

Jhter C iven aw for th ew order thegr X
slaughtered, tortured and driven away the new Af'ter many years of republican rule Owuuwu was made gze-—Axbor
fahter had establishecde. Hencc we r'ind Dein's descendants abo-

by his paternal brothers. He ruled with the crown on his
und outelde Agbor where they are as princes and Kings. Igbudu

_ hcad and sword adg in his hand as the first monarch to
died end wae buricd honourably outside the hero's cemctry o

Olor-Aken or Kyunze about 1300« realise the reaiiiy~ef his mother Ufu's dream, and the intent

©%7 " "When Gwuuwu returned from training sbrosa fully matured,’ of .his gre#t grandfather Deln, in whose name he was Jreeted
A T -

’

his brothers made hin Ezc Agbor end Lhc iwporinnt propertics as n token title to stend for all Agbor kings (Dein had died

- " Y. - > &Y 1 3 0l 1c - y PR D -
of Cleiiel, were traneferred to hime Lhe oluctstl maud named Akan o years beforc), slunifying Oken eze, great king.

of Dein's chilirew was elected aes thedr priesl of the peep
Owuuwu thesszgatl was posprful. He extended the boundaries
ancestors and glven tie title ol Irecswael, taec tongue of the

people. They established anothcr tabernacle Aliodgbe and abe of his influence without rival in the area which stretches

andoned that of Oleken but made Oleken's son ncver to iouch to the river Niger on the east, Olokun Sapele rivcr on the
and worship tihe new Oror— Allogic and gave him a nickname South and the Iduu Kingdom (ureat Benin) on the wWwest and
Okworibl as his titlee ¥ill thie day Okworhi is forbiddcen to North. The peoples so bounded he made his tributaries. He

enter the Obiege (palace) and Eze Agbor 1s also forbidden posted his servants, some of them his blood reclatives, to

.o ter ti kworhi's gqudrticr in Iduwuugbohe Thus when Okworhd M
to enter the O v 4 - 1 e the conguerred zones as priests to new temples to which he

bappcned to enter the palace building, a sacrifce must be
contributed his gquota in mnual eacrifice, and sent his

pade to wipe awey the sin of his footprinte ¢
‘ father's sons as village governors. These officers from
the ¢dentre who secured the buffer states are the predecessors
of the present lka kings. kAll pald homage, and any refractor
was doomed, 80 Agbor had to engage 1ln many wers. Captives

and fuglitives worked for the Umkw Sbin. The descendants of

Nzé and Dein from ages past stayed thereby secure from want

and molestation. ) ) -
Owuuwu was wise. He 1s responsible for most of the

Xgbor legal code. The people had no Eze before Owuuwa in
the real sense of the word; they resembled the Igbos to thekr

last in republicanism. - He Introduced the bronze and brass

smithing arts and other village industries such as weaving
and carving. Before his death, he proclaimed an edict, that



When Agbors need rain fall*ihey should call on him seven times _
with a sacrifice of onec she-goat {Odegbe ewu). The stool
Owuuwu used for state affiaers is the symbolic Ukpo—o'ruuwu in
the Obieze, the sword or siate is the symbolic Eze-Ada with
its mystieism amidst otlier antiquities in the palace

sanctuery or lméM. .

AKINA: Akina succeeded

his m Owuuwu on ﬂfe throne. blekcn the priest of
Dein's descendant opposed the idea of a single ruler of
tyrant, but the other members of the family liked Akina,
supported him, and determined to everthrow Olecken's decadent
tbqn n;'ule and worship. Besides Olekén wae ugly, d']&rooked legw’
end riekle m%“ They elected Akina's bmthez}nﬁnu
being the oldest men snd most eloquent and witty, their

. )

priest, and celled him Iregwai, the tongue or spokesmen in

the senate (Ekueme), and the Oracle € the royal house. Thus

the origin of the present Ali-Ogbe in Ogbe Nmuw-Dein priesthood.
But when the tension bacame high Olcken escaped through

his back door. A year after his abscondment the 0ld Gkpookpoo
bag eontaining Ofor staff of the asncestore was removed and
condemned. Three ysar s after Oleken returned home from Kbimn
a8 he said. He was not allowed to worship in the new Aliogbe
shrine purported for the king and his relation. Ilater on
Oleken was charged for incestuous misconduct and as a present
danger to Dein's family; snd without defence he was mobbed
and buried in hie backyord. His Ofor staff wes burried in
the sopt known as Ihyukk, by Olor-Aken kinge' cemetery. His

son after long time wee glven a nickname “orkworni® instead
of Oleken title ond he is only to worship in his shrine knwon
nnd called Ali Jdumiugbo. Orkworhl @8E9 may attend Ogwa

Nmuw-Dein but not téﬁéh or throw kole~put on the Ofor Ali-Oybe;
thus he is religated to the background. The king is forbidden to
enter Orkworhi's quar;ér or accept any offer of contribution.
When Orkworhi enters the palace building immedinte sacrifiee

is made to remit the s:l.n of hie foot-step.

b

Akina was a good ruler: there was prosperity; he kept the -
tredition of love your neighbour and encouraged great deeds.
He was not long on the throne being quited 0ld to ascend it
but the great character of his maturity made his rule epochal.
He kxept the dignity of Agbor tradition strictly according to
owuuwus method. Dul'ing his wetdig reign the law was established
that aimﬁgcr and bondsmen who have lived seven ycars become
Tree pduucnl ocltizens, ﬁut mv& to be rnnui head of
ng'l.le, or Iregwal, in any village; in cace hp is aemor' in
age, he is to be in third position in the graode order of
seniority. If e slave man marries a slave woman, the offspring

is called anlakoﬁ or Ibiedo (slave child)e On the other hand the

hand the offspring from o mixed marriage is a free citizen of
Agbor in that the Agbar blood redeeme the child from slaverye

He lived well end without major conflicts. The main

. NN
Quarter of NzmwpDeln street bears his nams, 0gbe Akina,

His Jynior brother Ugbo's neme is borne by enother quater,

Idumu-Ugbo where the priest of the ancestor was slain. Akina's
son Kta hod 80 meny wives and children that he founded the

quarter Ogbe Nta in Ogbe~Nmuw~Dein village.

Eze period gbout 22 ~ Aghot Agho the third som of
Qwuuwu become Exe Agbor»lnrter Aking whose senior Bon was a

dreunkard and eomehow waoke The Segond issue was a females

Agho was chosen by the Elders to ascendthe throne, the rule

Qof primogeniture was not atriotly followed and later abolished
The people were able to reject an unfit cnnd.tdate‘ Just as they &
had disposed off the decadent rule of Oleken, the priest.

Agho never hoped to be king. He was a keen farmer ond hunter
Among the wild bc&\_;ti he nlled was tiger, thus by bravery
rulrilling the otﬁcaid condition that something 'orthy‘ needs
be done for hime H. wae the owner of the present farm read
he constructed for Ozbe Nmuw-Dein in his early daye of youth,

He plented an Egbon tree before reaching Ebuogbs of his
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g,\w&\u O the shrine of his name.

momory- whén he was called to the thronc, thus Ihyun Nmor Agho \

shrinc. /Eex'.v farmer after harvesting tics 3 yams to serve &5

this day.
Agho's mother, Ekorme from Owerc in Ozarra, was hot{?ﬁ:w
_beaupiru 3 4Agho himself was handsomec, courage(ks and upright
L‘rerg\ﬂ/ /likod his éompany-

On the celeboration of the first Osihezl festivel he
wag stoned with & pofsonous egg but the royal p&veic@ quickly
Pucked it up end no harm was done. The people of ¥ Idumu-
Uzgbo were suspected of thie act because they disliked a tyrant
or single rulere At last Agbor Security Council decided to
change the §dsey policy of Ichesun gongsters and the youth
of any village called upon were to pérrorm the duty
lchesun during feetivol and during emergiency. m’ ot to
carry dangerous weapon during the festival, but only to arm
themselves with shigld end cudgele No Obi o“;ﬂhi:)’widef
N

enters Idumu Ugbo quarter till this daye

Agho was an admirable ruler for his generosity and there

was prosperity in his reign, inhuman acis were ruthlesely
treatede Servants were Ireced after old age with gift for
his good servicese Thus the pegles of lybontor village

of Igbankee He was sadly mourned by all,friende or foese
Agho's family still survies o8 a unit in Ogbe-Nmuw-Dein
Ime@0bi Agbore ] B

fourth Eze Period = About AD 1569-Ahieama; Ahisama wes

installed Exe Agbor, but & man of fashion and find of women
He berriended a harlot named Igwe who came to Agbor from Benin
where she had two sons beforc she eloped to Agbor. But it
wos egbbied agoinst Agbor custom for a king to brj.na a
whore to anils hareme As this waos outragcous, his many wivee
wore ordered by Ircuwel ond the clders to quit the harem for
the harlote . Theo townemen also farsook tie palacee

By that time Igwe had

»

>7

conceived by the Obl and delivered a male, named Bmasio,
(1t 18 Kood).

After a time both the couple began to feel their lonely
predicament., Ahlsama was obliscd to o and consult an oracle
in a far away civination pricet. %There the scer predicted
a sacrifce with a strange woman a cow and 200 empty tied
knote and fag.ots without fire. Ahisana cleverly caught a
cow and prepared the empty knots when he came bagk home.

But how ard where to get a woman not Agbor born became a pus~
zle,because all the elaves had desserted. Eveniually, Ahisama
nade sacrifice wikh a cow and tihe knots auy lcw as nalf done.
Iuwe then called on the king "my dear huebasnd plcase wrke

me the victim of the sacrifice for I am the stiange woman
being foretold but kindly save ny eon from destruction as

your law would disamllow the illegitimate child to live",

The husband objected to wakc her a victime. Igwe there-
after Jumped into the pit already dug for the cow and started
to cover herself up. As her spark of life was Badinyg
Ahisama had to utter ti:c words of prayer over tine dylng woman
80 thntipeﬁlee may return to his doasin. The woman died.

No sooner this awful cvent bappened than wowmen coming from

market saw the great sacrificed done with a woman and a

cow side by side. They felt surpriscd and weat home gdaying

that such could not have been done by the king alone and that

the townemen had deceived each other in coming te the Obi

secretly. The spreading news made some men go and sce what

really happenede. They met the Obi with the motherless chiidd

in sorrowful manner. They greeted him; he answered and told

them to ttake their seats. Meanwhile, many came one after t
the other and the palace was thronged with towns men and

women. So the effect of the sacrifiece was manifested.

The rebelioue eldere and Idibo-Dein and Obi's wives begam

to return and resume their royity royalty and obedience and

service.
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Ahisama later mmarrated his experiemce to the people and all
adnired the faithfulnese of his lover Igwe. Thus she became

a heroine, and her memory a festival known as Igwe day. Thus
the origin of Igwe yearly festival in Agbor kingdom. It 1s

conjectured that the activity spread to Benin kingdom through

the sons of Igwe beot before coming to Agbor.

Omasio, Igwe's son by the Eze Agbor, was not killed but

sent away to Oru country and without hesitation recognised as
ruler of the people of Aboh. Note that the word Agbor 1ev

erroneously called Aboh. - Even in Newspaper announcen;s nt Ege
Aboh ie eometm.quoted as Bze Agbor. The story that the Eze

Aboh hailed from Iduu (Benin) is newly concocted; Agbor iradition

carries a great similarity of culturec between Ika dnd Aboh
language a8 a matter of historical fact. It seems to me the

people of the Igbo hegemeny liked to claim Iduu mere than Ika
or lgbo jorigin due to prestige of early Benin vhis.tory written
by the Puropean ploneers.

In consideratj.on Igvéfg dny is gomnemorated a8 an important
anniversery in Agbor kingd;m and whioch spread to Benln kingdom.
The song of the ceremony on this day is Ewere-BEwere Nagbode -
each person holds a ragot?’shrub,called Ibiewere and the young
men pray, knocking coconu‘t_ branches on the ground along streets
and around compounds: May God remove confussion, trouble from

the town and give us rest and plenty (Ise).

pat” !
For details of Igwe'e festival se¢ Chapter 9 .cX¥&use 3.

- NI cidiond
Ahisam ;1ved heppily until he slept with his fathers. tehd

57 W >
- a femily in Ogbe~Nmuw-Dein.

(e) Fifth Eze period — Ofuehdo About AD 1625: Ofuelido the

second brother of Ahisema was chosen ae Eze Agbor. The first

son, named Ibesgu, wae & simpleton and ugly, unsuitable

to the throne. Indeed, o0fuehdo was much beloved for his

eloquence and upright character at sbout the age of 4O, bcsides

he was a renowned wrestler and a social figure, such that no
meeting of his age grade was complete without him. He made the

son of his fatherb slave his royal pege end afterwards ordered
him to accompany the Executioners as one of the junior Ibidein %
with the title Oguden, carrying the property of persons condemned,
hanged or beheaded to the Obi's court.

Ofuehdo waged war agninst the people of Kwale and detailed
'arriore at Ixlimpe, Ijome and Ahama, and to the forest now

Aniocha division whon@here was rumour of War between the Kiree

people end Aboh people. The mree 1mmigranta from the East

pa Ead iy
Niger (Savage rugitives) killed Wt‘ Aboh. W%on

ne
return march sent a rleet or canoes/. T

to submission. Inorder '!;o cheek the advgmces of tha savage
element Agbor warriozfs establighed the guard posts known as towns
and villages of Ogjgs.l‘aiy 0l»>uruw‘,_Is¢‘=>,r Ezi, Okpalam, Abomkpa

long before the incursion of renegades fram Igara domain into
the jungle (Egboko Ohimi).

After 80R6 yenra of valiant skirmishes came the exodus

of Prince xine or Ez\t cmﬂ from Agbor due to a dynnst:lc
quarrele. Prince Chima 1s,the aegls of Onicha-Uagbo, Oniche-Olona,
Onicha=Qkwu, On:.Lcl_m—uri‘.p.“w Thv still possess Ika ideas, custom

end culture, despite that they {.ntemingled with the immigrants

along the coast of the N:lgcer River driven from the East by the

Aro-chuku vandalisme.
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Hitherto the strangcrs hardly distinguish thé Agbua

-

from Benin because of their similar names, faclal marks and =
manners. In fact they called them all Binl probably because

of the fame of the binl King (Cba). Truely gpeaking no two kings
can be equals in status; so the prailses of one losers the respect

of the other to wit, notwithstanding that Eze Agbor was
traditionally the Supreme head or the 1ka kin.s; we are told that

the last phase of homasse to A bor monarchy was when the people

of nzl came to mourn the death of Obi Obanor C. 1825, they fired

many gun shots and Agbor peoplec were marvelled and terrifled

becauese iLicy had no such arms. YFrom that time the Okor khze

Asbor could not i o ggain to demand tribute from Ezk people.

(f) sixth beriod about AD 1650 - Oseeh Oseeh was installed Eze

Agbor atter he had defeated Okpwu hie brother whw was born same

day by different mother. The birth of Oseeh was recported
firet to their fatner snd the necessary rite was performed for

bim. The birih of Ukpuw was, Liough first but not reported in
due time; because oI tuls dereliction Okpuw could not be helr
-to the throne according tp custome.

After a while, Oseeh bepan to suffer nose pain said to
be poison. It is shameful for a King to have such deformity,
A8 & result, Osech decided to hend over thc throne to his
lineal relation who had been very kind to him in his awful
pPlizht, by name Ouwade, by public declaration; hence the adaye -

Vs
Osceh #ic Bze me Ohuma¥ “Osech dashed away his crown'.

When Ewezai ihe senior son of Oseeh grcw up, he wanted

Ogwade to leave the throne Ior him; his request was turned down}//(

by the kingmakers. Ewazal because annoyed and caused great PN

unrest. Hie mother'e relations at Alisimien sided him, but ‘
: !
unsatisfied he took away the Ofor (staff of Office) and hid 1t1

He was persuaded to return it.

J

s
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After all this, the kingmakers thought it expedient to reward
Ewezal with the most senior executive title member in the Inner

Chamber of the royal palace and include him as one of the Biuvg@a
kingsmaker and divider in the Cowicil of Ndichen Agbor as a token
ot his father's goodwill. Oweeh confers Idibo Dein title on the

Obi's approved candidates. He acts as first to the weddin, of the

new Obi installation as the Obi must not be a beachalor.

It come to pass that when Oweeh Obuseh died, Chief hordi
the Osagwe of Aygbor played tricks to usurp Oweeh's title but
failed. His son ? .B. Obuseh, became the Oweeh in 1936.

One of Oweeh's sons, Lksele, was sent as governor to Isele-
Uku when Oseeh died he was burried in his compound instead of
the Kings' cementary. The decendants of Oseech is family in Oxbe
Rmuﬁ—dein.

(g) Seventh period About AD 1660 - Ogwade Qgwade was made

Eze Agbor by his senbor brother Oseeh who after his installation

bffcame diseased; through his physical deformity in his nose he
décided to abidicate. |

Ogwade was a crafty old man of about 60 years and was the
8ixth son of his father QOfuehdo. He received a great reward
for hils kindness to the sick king. He encouraged good and yreat
deeds. Ogwade brought Isogsban a doctof from Ozara who knew much
about healing eneke bite and EdiBe, (podsonous element of war).

He alloted him a place near his peternal brother Ogbenmudein.

For his name the place is known as Ogbe-Isogban where the Obi
sent another man of his choice as theilr leadér. He is the

palace physician with the title of Ajaeh.
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Jl ‘Ogwaad converted the use of Ogodor manuw (pa].m oil well) from >\ In’Agbor Kime'e exodus is remarkeble during the Osib-szi {
. } :
killing criminals to the use of the royu household. But later feastivals In the palace founded by his children, agbor 1deoloey\
e . L
on, o;odor manuw wae disused when Eamropean jente ceme to the is not lost. It is a historial jargon that Chima(Kime) came Lrom

o ; Benine. One cen compare othcr correepording nemes, €e.ge Eki (echi),

coastal stations at Aboh; I&cregd and Koké in the reign of Obi
T / : ki-chi to dieprove tue claim. Kime or Ghima does not occur in Edo

be in the mi of elght " d for-pa
Gbenoba :I:n C] mttid}g eighteen century.‘ hen demended fo ) p?,ln Orel tradition.

produce made it so °rcat a commodit,v for export tx'ade‘ “There when Kime died, Cube-Nmuw-Dein refused to accord him burial,
iz . - - o
wae prospertty ix_x;ngade s reign. He wgs%urne’d by all bis friends for his aboninable ect of carrying the Oror acrose the stream.
: 7 ST — Ubierc the Izomor Eze Agbor went and recalled the Alisimien
and foes )Jxen he died and was burpried ,i,nﬁ king,a burial ground.

Pe - deserters; from that time Adigwe mede him the leader of Alisimien

EL i /164 ' : '
(j‘) Elght period gpout digwe: Adigwe succeeded ngade including Ozarra Aliso and Omuwu, all known as Ihu Izomor.
his father ae thyze/ bore Before the mltallntion Kime the
1 N

Furthermorc various quarters in Ime-Obi were yiven chance to

L

. [¢] ' 3
son .of sesh's senior daughter hoped [to become helr to the throne 8ottle in the placc known a8 Alijcmisi with & view to lesten

as tl;o)qgéé'gaaion wae not rigidly hex:iditqry from father to senior. coxzstant insurrcction of Alisiamien in the. Kingdome The Obli sent
‘ /"’;‘" Contemptuous of f}dibme's~-u;bthgf in the farm when she went & Chief there with the title of kkpenike to control them after
and plu;:ked Ujuju leave; ‘S@an for soup.“‘ She was caught dndy lg(odu"a reiyn. ‘ - ‘ '
beaten mercilessly, and died\next day. Kimo wos charged as the Ede, younsest san of Adlgwe and grandeon of Ogwade, foundtzd‘
‘ sendor of bis servant b.bu to flog the old ~nother. but Adigwe set Nmuw-Ede wilth his three sonse.
Kime free and punishad kbu by hm,zging. o . " ) Adlywe was 3{ noble end kind ruler. He \cauaed forty Iduu
‘Kime laseér plotted agains/t Ad.igve; consequently, the people men to be buried alivc, the. revengs party enroute to Oburu the
of Aliaimicn revolted \mder/the pretence that thelr deughter's son site ‘of Adesuwa's ﬁurder by the Eze Oburu. OCrossing unescorted,

Kine 'aa cheated ond t.bat Adlgwe should ebdicate. They attacked thus in violation of Iks national law, they were interrogated and

the Obisze (palace) and the senate houae and took the Ofor Aliogbe e .
executed (of Wars, Chapter 53). Adigee's death was mourned by

Nnuv—Dein /pwﬁ bc—Nmuw-Dein, became 1n.rur1ated, raided
\ e all Agbor, Oru snd Ozor-I bco. Heads were shaved and markets held
Alie aimien. K:Lme "Was, hotly_,,pm'sued Akumazi ‘people stopped thenm e

e e otherwise. His naue remains 8 family house m»Ogbe-Nnuw-Dei.n.

'hile Kime had fled to a hid.ing place at Obior. - At last the Ofor
7
vas recovex-ed rrom h:Ln”but refnead to return to Agbor under any

threat ‘not long he became 111 and died. Tnat is after he fled and

sux-;ourned to many areas aronnd the weut and East of the River

Nigser. =
Kime's children children formed the group called

Nmuw-Eze-ébixm in the castern eection of Agbor Kiugdom.'

i



/ - e . G

H‘;-, Nmordu or Mordu the ninoth;pcriod about 1740 AD. Nwadein Morq&

bccamc Ezc Agbor about 1740 AD after =a dynastic dispute with his
half brother Udu about succession to the throne, the elders of the
ruling family contended that Udu could not be the heir to the
throne why because he was born before his father Adigwe ascended
the throne and his mé&ther too neverbslept in orinze Oweh's house
with his father before the obliship installation and corronation

KEPiCh preceeded Iguekun cult in the hsrem by the Ipami society.’
according to ancient custom an@]only a sbn theresf should be'ﬁéir,,;

apparent. The'Ipami membcrs are the composition of Iwaise cult
of the Orbonbon family from Ihu Iyase, Ihu Ozomo, Imeobi and
Idumue Ugbala in Owa-Aliro.

However Mordu mother's name was Ukpere a daughter of an
Ika herbalist from Irebor Village. 8he was shrewd and enterprising
stood firmly behind 39 her son canvassing against Udu (her son's

<0pponent). She exposed Udu as half blind and ugly looking in

conformity with deformity of a success to Agbor throne.

Hitherto, Nwadein Mordu was sald to have left home on
adventure to Benin City where he had many friends of princes aﬁd
prominent personalities strictly speaking most pepple at home did
not know the background of Mordu's contention until the dispute
arose between the claimants which consequently led to a pitchéaz(
battle. '

Udu though was beloved by the cirche of palace officials who
had committed themselves to his favour as the heir apparent.

Chi ch 3 corrua Icly.

EI@QEL.Agbor hierarchy of noble elders tried to intervene
into the dispute but to no avail; Udu notwithstanding vehemedtly .

~ plotted assassination of Mordu GAs. Iworkpo the Chief Eunuch was

chargcd of carruption and hanged puBlicly in viewgy of which the
wisemen of the ruling house concluded arragcmcnt to scnd thc
gontestants to Benin tribunal where fircarms steel wcapons and
human sacrifice were abundantly practicable as evidence by
Europeans visitors end Benin was most fearful state iﬁ this part
of the countrye.

Mordu has the admantage of hls old acquantances and then Udu
appeared in the tribunal they were startled the Oba nickunamed
him in derisfon "Ekpenike" 1.c. busﬁEﬁn in Bini language.
Nevertheless Prince Mordu-afiter he returned with his supporters
trumphantly and Udu was detained with some of his supportcrs
to avold further conflict at Agbor.’

Thus from the episod we find Ihogbe Ihaikpen and Ogbe akina
or Ogbedska and other words Ogbe and Idumu Agbor names of quarte;s
and strects in the city of Benin; .

Mordu introduced Bini system ofrgoxgrnment with such titles

AN A
vUzama?Ighalgho and Iflorkpo. But the old system of the Ika

organisation gerepteeratie gerontocracy remained unaltered tpat
is orkwa-ukpo, Orkwa-Obe ebuo,orkwa obe-etor (institution)
eeees/2¢

» ",)
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Mordu also changed the office‘of Idofin to oviah like Olihc
of Benin in Uzama. Thcre was -a slogan kwofu K ov1ah me dian
Idofin whilc it was*tricx by thc Idibodein to award the Ifofin
title to oviah the king's loyal friend from Alisimlcn as the
priministcr with the titlc of Oviah to bé’hfccted Eteruma instcagd
ot idofip the counterpart of Oﬂihc of Benin in Uzama .class.
hordu made Udu's son as the dukc of Alijemisi a village
closc to Ogybenmudein fratcernity and conferrcd to him a titlc or
Ekpenike which name the Oba of Benin dre-derived derided Udu his
father at the tribunal but to be ils foot stool wihil® on the

thronc till this day,smlMordu's reign of terror. kordu's supportcrs

*

were victimized conscquently many tooK rcfuLc to villages and
towns as we traccpﬁﬁgm in the n hoed.  Mordu named his

flrst son Ubano that is like Oba his fricnd. Ffankly spcaking
mordu was a powcrful rulcr he used to send some of the things
he rcceived as tributec to thc Oba as a rctrlecction ef frlcndship#ﬁﬂmi““

but latcr on the pcople of Agbor eha rebellcd againet kordu for

his act of scnding things to Oba Benin. During thc insurrcction

Mordu contrived artificiél tabernacle at Ihogbe in the gquartcrs
ofvégig rctircd scrvants and another at Obiolihe the quarters

of» fricnd, whcn Ogbcnmudcin cldcsiféﬁgﬁﬁ“ﬁim, bat at last

r Juded with his brcthrcnﬁfﬁgifés ﬁZZESﬂéféﬁt with his fathcrsre
(Mkpmc ctiggl or Ufcre cfeh or lhien amasi). Mordu was buricd

in- the Tamous Ihyu-Nzc the kinzs cemctry and was survived by /per

many wives and many cghildren o&f ~hitly #o acHra ?ﬁ*“d'WJqék”
ﬂ”‘gt’q/ o(u,d/ Uw l7oé
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(j) Lhe tenth peried, About AD 1820 - Obanor: Obanor reisned

arter Nmordu, ogosnd-2820. @Qbanor had his training locally.

He was kind and sywmpathetic, black and stout, and wisec. From
childhood a keen farmer, and a hunter, he developed leadership
qualities. He kKept the prestige of Agbor supreme authority

despite wars and molestations. A bor was constantly at war with

lgara peoplc who used to molest people along the river Ohimi. At that

time Bze Obior was the vassal lord of that aresn of Agbor Xin. dom
now called Asaba division while Eze Aboh on the other side paild
tribute to Agbor as supreme head. When Umoru Magljh one of the

leaders in Othman Danfodio's army of Muslim crusade sent a message
of his coming to Ika, the Dein of A,bor informed all the Ika
sub-towns to send 140 men each to mect him when it was learnt

Umoru was coming to war them.
Obano lived &0 lonyg on the throne that his son lIgbenije sent

his own geey hair to him. On receipt of it the furtunate old
king became angry of his son's anxiety to be the king of Axbor.
So he prepared a poison and put 1t into the vessel widch he ?aed

for washing. The son inherited the property of his father

including the vessel already poinsoned, and in the seventh month
of his succession he was afflicted with sickness as a result of

which he died.

Obanor was an upright king; there was peace and prosperity

!throughout his long{reign. He was buried in the Olor-Akan. bMen,

a

women and children, townsmen and villagers; attended hie mourning

with presents. He was survived by many children and groundchildren.

Thus his image, the family of Nmuw-Obanor in Ogbe Nmuw-Dein.

. (k) The eleventh period, About AD 1855 — Ixbenije: Igbenije

succeeded his father according to the pertinent rule of
primogeniture which was invoked f'ollowing the dispute and caos

which had plagued Nmordu's succession to the throne.

_ R 5,
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Igbenijie was an upright man out died artcr‘a short'reign'
of seven months.

de was beried in the King's burial ground, UOlcr-akalie Sarvived
by rour male and two lcikiale issucd, he was gulle oiu ceflorc na
reigned. He was not wourned as much for hLic chorik pcriod and
unpleascsantness. His son Oddin was aleo becoaing old.

(1) The twelveth perioa - ai 1860 ~Hddinifddin succeeded nis

father Igybenije at the age of sixty. He haa spent most or his
time in hunting and farwing ewaiting his opportunity, Jjecered
at by some incredulous citizcns. Becouse of ihe former good
turn of Obanor to Bze Oburu his daughter.named Onyedunieku vag
given to[Udin in marrisge and she begot a son named Lbenoka,

(I rely on Oba), a meaning reflectiny the result of Cbe's
tribunal to his grandfather Nmordu.

Odaih was a tall slender man, eloguent anu shrewed. ile

likec fighting and wished hie eon to ue warlike too, inorder to

exercise xreater influence in the Kingdom. brave and valiant
Oduin wes: he attacked mgbudu Aken, wiose nze by nawe 1roh harboured
a nurdersr named Usahon and for refusing to anewer the kings call
for a Judgment of the murderer whose wifc was arrested by creditoré
sone over husband thus kill one of them with a gun shot and
rescured hie wife and ran to Iroh': house.

Wwhen Agbor besieged kgbudu and razed their houees, their

strecté_littcred with blood of the dead mnd wounced. 3Sccauce
of tha ruthlessness and forcity of Agbor warriors tic people .Q
of Egbudu Akan never forgot iths pange of théir defeat; wished

Eritish by request in 1915 to separate them from ixbor district

administration for reason of past maladminietration =ee clause

4 Agbor kilitary Cumpsalgns page.
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Xlter aomtimt;a Owa Ofien habalists were found passin. to Benin
City to make War Medicine for the Oba and his chiefs. They were
arrestod and charged for conspii-ncy by Agbor Council to svoid
war, Ezeé Owa be.ged for mutual settlement by eending cow, goats
and other things to Agborfor the misconduct of his people.

0ddin wanted Ihu‘Iyaée to subscribed boys and girls in
thoir turn for royal sox»{v-i_‘.c_:e.y _When they refused, he want there
to ascertain their Jrievance but at Agbornte he was attacked.

He feought bagk in defence and _l_:illqd two men with a gun shot.

After sometime peace was reasioreds. Itamozun was also destroyed
by his order becsuse ;ha'mhnbltnnte became & menance to
travellers and traders in‘the area between Emuhu and Mbiri.

Hie brave nome was Enwuwn Acba Ebuw *The bee that stings in
public' odfin had few childred gnd who survived him. He died and
was buried honoursbly in the O;I.or—Akan or Ihyu Nze. Market {afia
0gologo) ﬁeld and haix_j shaved for moumim_; according to custom.
(e) Thir th Perio 1890 -~ Gbenoba: @Gbenoba
ascendsd on the throne at forty in 1890. ®@evredegw. His reizn was
eventful and turbulent. Had he but adhered to the elders' consel
in accordance with tradlti\on,'k his achievements could have won

&
admiration in our history. - He wes brave, handsome about five
feet in heiaht n.»thra giap; 1;.k_e qtrongth, fia;‘ce viasage, &0
much reputed 1n»vnrs. t{mq@ _ng._qoq_s;yg toa foe and quek to

reward a Ifriend. He was thslast vestige &_Agbor monarchy
in the Ikn.vorld highly re;epected without rivalry being a man

of great character.

His half brother Eluma claimed to be the first born and
successor of their rather on the throne.

Eluwma's mother was afraid to die if and when Elumsa should be

. erowned for custom forbids the queen mo'ther to remain alive while

the son is on the throne; ehe eplit Eluma's front tooth unknown
to her husband the king @80 as to disqualify him. Thus Gbenoba
became heir to the thronee. ) Eluma was ordcred to take coursge

© or etay with his mother at Alisimien inorder to avoid bittnerness

3
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and quarrele.

Gbonoba was trained in the hands of strongmen in different
places but lestly at Mmuw-kEde, Chief Osian's warden.
He popularly made @ name in the national dance 88 Obu—-0gor Oyec -
rirst place) whils his fricnd Irabor goined o second title Uroko
O¥ge When ubenouca was recalled back home his friend Irabor

accoapanied hiw, and wee made a rejular consultent, but without
& royal title with his appellative neme Uroko s mere title
(of hie giminustic demee). .

lis main faults were the die-hard youngmen he eselected as
his body guard known o8 ths royel ecrvante (Ibio@ai) ebme of

whom he equipped with weapons muekets (adaka) with which
unjustificable crucltics were comwitted in his name, conseguently
leaving poor opinion end memory of a reign of terrore. Onc con
only instance the atrocitiee committed within a decade of his

reign. He massacred Owa Ofien envoys to hie court because Bome

of them wore oracle priest atire thus sppearing conspirational.

In 1894~5, he besieyed and conguered I:benke for the murder of i
bis Chief Ozomor. The conflice started when an Ijbeanke envoy
had sought ths relcase of a 4irl ths Dein had seized for hie wife
from smong tribute bearers to hie cowrt. This barbarous action
contrevenes the maxim Ozzi-agbu-Okor 'messaier ie not to be killed.' ‘_
This ordsal made his pecgle veryv angry and anxious for Mange.
1t was then that I.banke took advnhtade of an Ogomor entourage §
passiné to a nelghbouring willayec.

In 1896~7, came benoba's onsls;ught of Agbornta, eparked

by tiheir delay in semiiny Loye as palace servants, as was the |
- - -

customary arrangement of trébute. In the same year Edekl the
wife of OJjel of Ogbe=Nmuw-Dein, Aking family was mobbed becsuse / ‘

she profiteered by selling a leg of a stag (oruw-mgbadan) for
30 cowrliee instead of 20 auysinet the order of ihe senante

(Ogwa ndichken Agbor). Her three dsughtere were betrothed to
the lorde Ovia, Akpars and Otiku in nwunyen marriage.
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-’//g;bsequontly came the fight between O be-Etor and Ogbe-
Mmuw-Dein becauée women of the latter who went to fetch firewdod
from Nmuwwekei's village farm were assaulted and their wood secized.
In the fizght Irabor Ijeruma was wounded with a crossbow arror
but dieu alter rour days for which the Obi prevailed on Osbe-
Nmuw-Dein to call out the shooter for trial as a murderer. Ndihie

refused on the ground that the victim did not die instantly or

on that very day he was shot; they becams desperate and revolted

against the stern order and injustice, drove Nmuw-ekei away from
their home. They ran away turning resentment from Ogbe-Nmuw-Dein

land including the Obi's palace ground to live with their
extraneous relative Osbe-Isore. The insurrcction lasted for more
two years. The Obi having lost the divine service of his brethren

went away on voluntary exile to Akumazi his mother's home town
but the people of Nmuw~Ede appealed to him and gave him a royal
shelter until they and Ogbe-Nmuw-Dein negotiated for peace. All
village hecads and important personalities took part in the
negotiation before Oxbe-Nmuw-Dein called the shooter by name Nmorka.
Bgwelegwe to commit sulcide for sake of peace and order. Afterwards
the Obi returned to his palce.

Prince Eweka of Benin was seen at Ozara village as fugitive.
He was apprehended and taken to the Obi of Agbor who after careful
probe ordsred the Prince to go back to Benin without further
molestation. After sometime ihe same Prince was seen passing by

Ogbe~Nmuw~Dein men while in meeting in their senate house Ughereg.

They halted the prince and his rollowers as offenders without

escort for unlawful entry. The intruders were beaten up and taken
to the Palace. Prince Eweka after narrating h}s story about his
father Overami's exile by the British the Obi sharecd sympathy add
upbraided his men for their action and instructed one of his chiefs
Msbor of Opbe Isore to haouse the Prince until armed youngmen
escort him back to Iduu. But on reaching Benin the party was
detained. When Bini Chiefs distorted the incident, the colonial

officer then despatched police constables to Agbor- thus the
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leaders wero arrcsted and some were imprisonede

tnexpecteusly traders and missionuries como 5na by one,
Luropean gCout &preed anu SO0LC wenl and women were converted to
chrdotisrditye Tide tiac a britien palsrod tuid pluce L0 agbore
ALOr Ringdow wid Liuugst wndel tug iritish rule o becume the
administrative stution rfor the ika, Asubas, Kwale wuu feludd peoples.
« BChool Was opened Ifor voye and girls apnd other governwunt

offices in the Irontexe ol ihe palece sround in 1y0Ole In 1406,

the first Agbor Dietrict COmriegioncr hle Ue.Se OPGWG HOULD W8’

ourdercd at Uswediltae. ihuat caused a prent set back in the progressive

administration of agbor district. Jater, on however, churches

were bullte Delegrapil, Pewele HOBpiiei, prisons 1503 = 1907
vbenoba rell 1ll aud diea in 196;. ¥en and women including

all the village rulers iu the kingdoa shaved thelr hieads, the

@arkots weld on Btrecis {(alla 0501040) Lor MOWTlLA wccoraing to

anclient oustom. le wae survived by uany children and groundehildren.

{n) pfurtecnth FPeriod sbout 191h — 4.borbu: ~4bortu relticd a8 kze

Agbor in 1914-29. He wes sdaucated 1ln sgbor covernment Schoole He
could not proserve the custom handed dowix to Liw dusg Lo pritieh
interfercnco. Auany of tihe villages traditiconally unuecr tis control
brokec away some to saledi Bendin, to Ishan, to Abol, Lo isaba divisions
rFor this and that, Agbor ephere off authority becase pelc; each
village clainmed indepcndence of itz clen head. The Britieh
particliputod acildvely in the divide s rule in Agbor.

Agbor District was nnalgamntcd into sscbo division in 1918
when lgbauke, Grta, Olije, Osan ana Usoniybe broke ¥ away. ickpon
to Jshon anda Obbior ana kgbudu to Ogwashi-~Uku Dietricts
respectively; febor no longer enjoy lis former eutiority frem -

that time.
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m:o\ardor arose between villages about boundaries, In 1926
Owanta claimo& a portion of fermland belongin; to Agbor
Aliorkpu; and Agbor Ihaikpen situated in Boji-Boji's arca. Otta
and Ogbemudein had boundary disputs in 1936« The first world wap

ond opidemic (influenza) reged in 4948 1918. Fire destroyed

Agbor district office records in the scne year. Chiel’ Ovia rurdered

his wite Egwor and coumited suside in 1999. Poll Tax was
introduced in 1921«

Agborbu was on the throne for 15 years and was survived by
20 wives and 45 childrene Ho was burrisd in Royal Cementary
Olor Akan. ‘
(c) Zhe fifteenth period QObike; Obika was born 16th March 1916
his rather died when he wats under ege to reign, and was trainea
in Chief Egwun's place. Hie unéie John Ekaeze wee appointed
regent (Onu-Obi)e The period of interrgnnm lested 6 ysars.

' Obike was educated in Agbor Goverment Schools The people of
Agbor wanted him to attend the King's College Lagos, but his
mother ramed Nwamgsbor ralscd glaom that the redent determined
to usurp her son'e righte She cried aloud and tihe aim for
Obika's further educationwe abandoned and 8o he wue installed
Ezé‘Agbor procptlyes And after he was sant -to study tie system -
or.native administration at Benin City. Thcrearfer Lie was
sant to know many‘iméortant towns in Nigeria neamely Lacos,
Abeckuta, ljebuode, Lbadan, illa-lre. Kano, Keduua, Enugu,
Port—Hnréourt. Caiobar and Onitshae Ho was recoguised us the
Berin Eze,Agboﬁ by the Govermment in July 7th 1935.

Obika beJan to reign as the Lein Bge@ Agbor the head ol the
Agbor Dletrict Cogncil and the ﬁzéive court until a change in the

administrative policy in yhichlall the villages under him were
made independent clans with equal status; in 1952

This sophieticated and divisive arranzement was designed to
forestall his native authority in lkae

His Highness Obika no lounger enjoyed the confidence or tiie former
village heads who styled themselves 'Obi' instead of Ayuwe (Chief)
Obika stoutly refused to listen to the unf'air policy and would
not attend council in whecih his subordinates woulu meet him
as his equals.

In the late I'outies political parties sprang up. He rema-
ined neutral ror souctimes, while his subjecis supporied the
two parties NCNC and AG. The majority became NCNC partisan.

They wanted him naural rulers to sugport them but this honourable

ruller heaitated to support ang political party, as he is the

father of all. They then victimised him with the false slogan

thiat he caused the Weslern Nigerian Government whose party was

AlsGe to increase taxation. They marched to his Palace, caused

dawages to his car and property and attacked some oif his chief
Akpara, Oguden and others ard drove thew into the woods. The
leaders of the party were arrested and jailed in 1954. Obika's
character undauted despite all his worries, He was obliged to
becine A.G. partisan. '

In the election or 1959 ne showed himself as an able leader
and won ror the A.G. 5 seats out of t he 14 seats in his clan and

wajority in Ika Local Council of 42 seats inwhich 4. ¥. won

22 pgalnst .C.N.C. 20. Tihe Obi was therefore congratulated
nnd the Western @overnment med® him a Minister of State without
rortfolio and Edward Anuku a junior kingster in the ginistry

of Economic Development and planning. But because of the crisis
of 1962 in which tne Yovernwent of Western Nigerian was seriously
involved the Qbl crossed carpet to N.C.k.C.during the Campaign
for the Creation of hkid-iest, the Obi won ror his new party
Zreat support for tie hidwest Region. The Wovernment ol the
new Region made him to continue as bhinister of State.

Obika was intelligent and Qbliging. When the people of Otim
encroached upon a part of Agbor Qgbe-NmuwdDein land, Mhe stired

the sleeping lion to wake; the two sides engaged in bloody
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right. Ojbe-Nmuw-Dein fighters chased the opponent away and

damaged tieir fortre<ses by buriing, capturing end lookin.. He.H.

Obika esousht quick nia of the rolice to quell the situation.

Ho iwlped o needy and patriotic. 4t last the uovernment ordered

that peys be put io demarcaie their boundary to avoid further

encroachuent.
Obl Dein Obika was sagaclious and of calm disposition. He

only observea the Agbor yearly Osiheail restival 10 times insiead
of 32 during his reign, due to high cost of tiings. Land tenVpe
wae not properly controlled because lhie the Obi was seltish and

rapacious. He did not sell village land which he held as the
chief trusieec. At any timse he wanted the usgge of land he

applied to the villsge land owner. He hed rubber plentation

at Ozarra, wskuku, out the one at Emuhu and Ogbemudien bush caused

quelliel bctween two

However, Obika commanded the reepect of hie people. Hie helr

apparent Uslalele died prematurely which had never occured

beforec; it was atirlbutcd to his simplicity or carelicsencss
over ihe conduct of bhis son who was found oi smoking cigarretes,
drinkin; and lustin; after girle more than his agc. Obika Tell
11 en 15th November 1965+ Suddenly, he was dumb. Hc was
carried to Lenin, i,u and Ibedan, then returned home unimﬁroved
before he elept with his fathers on 29th karch, 1967 (mipume-
etigi). Hi: death was mourned by all @d his subjects, who shaved
tuslr halrs «xcepl pruegnant wolmisn and Nwunyen wives. All the

Obis raid the last homayge of 200 cowries cr cash equivalent,

R

6 yards white cloth and 1 ¢agle reather. Any Obl who failed to
attend or obey was penalized by Agbor suprene Council. Obika
was survived by L4l children, 18 srend-children and 12 wives.

(p) Sixteenth Period, 19v8 — Ikechukwu: Ikenchukwu son of Obika

born 2nd December 1938 ascended on the Agbor throne on 19th

P
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Prince Jawmes Ikenchukwu was educated in A.bor
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December, 1908.
governie..t School and later Lagos City College. He worked in
in the Miierian Eroadcasting Corporation and was a keen athelete
(football, table~tennis ﬁnd lawn tennis). The Prince was recalled
home when lhis father was in a critical condition of death. He
arrived and was initiated into Okwa-Ukpo Ndichien grade with the
Uzama title of chieftaincy, before his father's last breath; it
had not been periormed for him. Rather it was Prince Usialele
wio had done the first stage of ceremonies as the heir apparent.
The installatlon and coronation or Ikenchukwu was murked
with the greatest enthusiams ever witnessed in Agbor, despite the
cloud or the civil war which had becgun in 1966. On thies day

Agbor sons and daughters at home felt happy and proud with their
new king. 1In the asscmbly are distinguished personalitics

nd reprcsentative or governments both at home and toreign,

ciidet's, natural rulers, members or the armed forccs, thc press,
teachers, traders, rarmers and individuals from all walks of life
shared with them the joys oi the day. His Highness Ikenchukwu

appeareéd to pe an ideal ruler. He proved himself' a patriot

during repressive incidents in the civil war. Ikenchukwu could

be called a saviour of his people and the strangers within his
gate. He has introduced radical changes with promises to rebuild
Agbor to a modern citadel or Ika tribe in the statec. He has
constructed new roads and strects in the ancient town for the
improvcment of communication and commerce thus making a beautirul
township.

It is hoped that he reigns long with love and pcace over us
with abiding fear of uwod to avoid nepotism, oppression, chicanery,
self'ishness or cruelity noted with most rulers.

At last arter the third ycar he became a despotic oppressive
and dbew-wassr there was unrest in the kingdom. He died on 29th
April 1979 survived by U4 daughters and two sons of 2 end 1 year
0ld. He was not given usual burial ceremony but his son was
untimely crowned privately by his palace chief's without tho

knowledge ot his royal family Opbemudein people and Alijemisli.
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SECYIION Iy
. ®#hen one 48 workiny ths sreeting ie mbele or 'daaruwn.’'

CULTURE
(8) PERSONAL DOMESTIC AND SOCIAL CONDUCT:
Agbor is the cradle of Ika civilisation wherc the Dein
popularly called Obl of Agbor siis erect with Gidgin dignity. In

every hamhlet there is a chief known as Eze.Agbors are law abiding

but hate oppression and crooks. Agbor people collectively obey

one kiny called Obl. 1In tnis respect, an A<bor citizen is
difrerent rrom Igbos of the kast who look at the custom of natural
rulers or monarchy with disgust. On the other hand Agbor people
cherish it as the grandest part or thoir social edifice.

The dislect af Agbor ies the standard language of the Ika
people, aiso the troditional custom and made of life of the Ika

aren. Here we find the Ika imagse which has stood the test of time.

In custom Juniors regard their seniors with respect and use

the preeting l}wzh-oma 'good life end prosperity' as a refXlextion
of moral behaviour, Chizdren ireat thelr parents, seniors,

teachers ?Jw;hpom in the Korning, after sleeping, after meals,
after work or travel by day and nlght end wives their husbands

likewlse. The person greeting wust be in a respectful mood and

if need be on s bended knee and hat off the head, in humble menner.,
Other greetinus are -title,names such as hw\eh-oma Idﬁ or \Odﬁ
(youny pawéa® panther) along or Uweh-oma Oweeh or Oweeh only

and 0 on for sny title holdsr. The Obi alone is greeted 'Do Dein
or Do \Obi'. Ashun (leopard)' Eka Oghal ‘unrestinted h;nﬁd', Agwor
Ekalik; (fnuittcoloursd snake), ?)gi Azt:wn gbome bh}m}. ‘he who turns
bis back on the Ni.er (i.e. to face iis entire domain)’', Nwa tutu
(Sons of terrible). A herbalist or oracle prieet is greeted
?)hbu-;b:ll:; (ram killer). A carver, marker, woodworker or sn
artiet is g;'coted Orkawini or Omenkan including a writer clerk

or a teucher,r'(akanwc is deérived from Yoruba word Akowe or Ode
ehuhuor). To one in pain, the greetinyg ie Ndoo. When one returns
from farm or so the 'grheefzing is Aluaw 'return'. when ane receives

. * ~ ~
a gift the greeting is 'Yemeke' ~ 'you do much' or ‘Mbele'.

'-"/L"ﬂ N
. |

when
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& woman 4ives birth to a child the grecting is 'Omuw-~eghor - Joyous
delivery'.
A housewire is foruidden to estrike the husband or use indecent

word or sbusive lengusge under any circumstmpncos. Tha lkusband

must be kind and gentle to her, as she is a wceaker veesele Both

must be dutiful, cleéan and smarte. They muet be hesspitable and

kind to children end aniials. Undsr any cumstances, a wife is

a subJect of her husband and voth are under the rule of lawe It

36 @lso &an ofrence for a «if¢ to shake hands wlth enother man
openly or secretly ¢xcept a re¢lative. For every marriase

dowry is pald to ecknowledye the economic link between the families

and the blsesing or tic parent or guardien ie always & necessitye
Any sebor woman ie a wife, harlotry is & crime aud a disdrace.

It is incumbent upon a mother or wife to prepare any eatable
food for the husband and children in ths morning, afterncon and
evening or at any othertimes of the day as the case may bé. A
good mothar or wife is honoured in the way and manner her meals
are prepared aend served clsen amd quicke Asbor principal foode
are yam, casseava, garri, coco-yaam, plantain, maiza, or okwa,

agidi, ewa, ihiehie, skara, Ukpeke, oloka, ockpor, akesl @icC.

Soup materials sre ckoro (alete) ujuju (leave) afufa, Utezl osen
egusi or iroro, nnu, oJ4iri, ofigbon, ckuru, agbolor, izee, azuwn,

Iroms, anuwn and SO OlL.

Before the coming of the Empopeans the plates were made of
wood and calabash; these kept meat and tidy each time food is
Bervode ‘The server must be nsate Soup on the right hand side
and food plateé ou ithe left side of the person teking the food
of any kind, with water Ifor orinking and for washing handes

After eating the wiic srects the husbond with Uweh-~oma or his title

word (see L(@a) above)e.
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(b) MARRIAGE FORMS:

Agbor has two forms of marriage, 'Nwunye' and 'Idegbs’ or

'ligba.' In principle the two have lesal semnction. It is not
8implo to differentinte beotween them in practice where love and

bharmony rule the ceuple. if !

Mgba marriage ie more common in that i4 is flexible. Th;
rirl is not fettered by the tie of marriage s sheé is in the case .
of Nwunye; in other words, 'uipa' was considered as concubinage -
géfore the reform of marriage law in 1920. The idea behind it
is to allow frecdom of conscience and to enable lower class to
have partner and diséourage imworel prectices. Be it so, some
parents do not like to part with tiheir daughters in the way and -
manner Nwunye marrisge is contractede It is sufficient that

man is kind to his wife and dutiful to the wife's parent, his

Ogor. One esse¢ntial difference noticeable is that the wife's GRIGR
property under "Myba' or'ldegbe' marriage is not the right of

the husband mlone. In the olden days the children were shared

between the wife and hueband, but if there happened to be one

child he or she belonged to the wife. BShe wou;d send the child
to her psrents and the child must serve the real father without
hinderance. Or the child could choose to do s0o. In any caseé

we saoy Nwa elelis nedie, arins nma, ‘A child disregarding his

father cannot prosper.

Nwunye marriage is more or less a form of coercion or slavery.
Hence a general saying that “liwa we kwa di, we re ere" ihat mcams
that the daughter given out ﬁs.Niunye marriange is virtually sold.
‘Thus must parents do not like it. An exception is where the village

authorities wish to embark upon it as a means of retalning the
purity of the kindred group. They would order parenis to give

their daughters to the men of the village as Nwunyen 'wife's
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Such wives are called hwa Adane Theo, arc considert
futw A 0V . !

dnu;htoralxﬁdﬂupluba marriages For tug £ame DPUrpo.
\

elders somstime make sacritices with goat to invoke &
to approve marringe within the kindred group, but the r.

between 4irls and boys must exceod three .enerations (i.c
is too close)s ohe wife under Awunye -~ mar:iags is alwayé
vonga ride property of the husband who paid the bride pricé\\

\

or alter the contracte. wiwn: she dies lher bogy is buried in

the compound of the lhusband wifle the body ol a wife wider
CRInFeo-Babrlaye Qs odeps -elwaye 'mgba' - marriage is taken

back to her parents ror intsrsient (here we again dirfer froam }'
the igsbos, where the parenis always reclaim her). e
The dai ghter of nwunyen wire is 'nwen~idon' in the home of -
her father. O&he 1s @liglble to act as a priesteas for purificatioh

csremonieees when one ate a forblidden tbing and before saciifice

is offered to the ancestor cult or festibzls oelheze, Li.we and
Iwagl.

In some rlaces outeide A¢bor'uwan~adun' is the first born

feualo of @ mane. nwayen im lIka can becomc'mgbe'ldegbe'! if
circumetances arlse by consent oi the husband relestive to
slaushter o she goat (Udegbe) l'or sacrifice in nullification cere—

mony to theé ancestor cult (Oior) this sacrifice is csllced Igbufu-—ewu

It is forbidden to marry one's sleter or wire's sister or

nwunyen wife without sacrirfice. In ogbe-nmuw—~dein a widow can

never be married aborination; in olden time, penalty was

death or pulling oIf the roor of hie houtse¢ and deetroy his bg;

in the farm: otu-lkoro rendered him uscless that is to say he
was puniehed at come and farme In Agbor, marriage with non-native
is ellowed whether a elave or free; a slave child is called
nwnngigbzn or ibiehdo, end & Blave or siranger doee not enjoy ;/),

.
social equility in his age Zrade. _ S
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has changcd. In both marriages dowry is paid and divoirce is

permissible. ‘The bride price was N20.00 but it has zone up Lo

ar.
khethods

ln the case of''mgba'- marriage the boy applies and when accepted

meat and yams. The father or the guardian of the girl performs

the ceremony, it the articles of the "load" werc accepted,
giving their acceptance the parents would undertake a thorough
enguiry into the history or the indending husband family. If
there is dreaded discase and bad reputation such as leprosy,
lunacy, stealing, laziness etc. marriage with such a family was
considered undesirable. In the nwunyen form of marriage such
considerations are¢ not considergd a barrier provided the suiter
can pay the briue price demanded.

The law was rigid, but both forms of marriage have been

reformed in more rccent years.

(c) BURIAL AND INHERITANCE:

mvery dead person is burioed accordini to customary ritc.
burial rites are okoor and okpukpu,

(i) The okoor burial is for chiers, wealthy men and women

NB0.0O firter the demobilization of the gsoldicrs at the end d the

l
\

}

\

\

Since the introduction of the native court system the old ord.

|

Bef'ore

The

and it is done with a wooden coff'in or a decorated box

or lroko (ozin) in the former days. The si.nificant

rite is Ibu-Ozun fom.
(i1)
and youths who huve & child or have entered into the
age grade known as ije-ihien and it is done with the
back of ojo tree now a coffin.
(iii) Infants are buried without éwe ceremongal rites.
corpse is wrapped and carried to the burial ground

called 'Ikpekpe'.

The Okpukpu Ndichien is for the Obi, 0ld men and women

The

\

\

\

\

ot courtship differ as bet.cen the two forms or ﬁarriage

he would be told Ahg to bring a “load" containing kolanuts, palmuwine,

A
- LYy -
Before the dead of (1) and (ii) is interred a special person

is called to examine thc dead body if there is internal trouble

thét caused his or her death (i.c.coroner). He cuts it open

inorder to remove the thing sand have the belly or so washed and
sown inorder to get rid of such trouble as would prevent <ood
Ozun-okor and ozun-okpukpu have two ceremonial

re-incarnation.

rites. One is perrormed iumediately aiter aeath occurs, called

Iserualih, and the other imen izu. In the trormer daye richmen
were sometimes kept to dry for more days and montbs before burial,
known as ituw-m;bidi.

The property of a decceased is shared by the children.

These are clothing, money, gun, matchet, yam, rubber trecs, cocoa

tree, kola trees, house chairs, box, land and so on. Every child

of the deceased has the right to own his or her Bather's or motheri
property but the senior son is privildged to sit upon some or the
property before sharing according to the decision of the father's

or mother's closest relative, authoritatively the presfiding

elder. The senior likewise inherits the care of the rese of the b

children.

All children of different mothers stand separately as a unit

to share the property of the deceased. For example, if a man has

r'ive wives and each has children the first child stands to bear

the expensegs of burial on behalt of hi: or her junior ones. But

the most senior brother of them all takes charge of the father's
home. If fekale is the only one she assumes responsibility but
if no child, the Or'or 1s held by her lineal orother or uncle who
buried the deceased.

If the father had given gnything 10 any of his children with
knowled_e of other children by relative, such gif'ts dekesusedl w,
is legal but if no one witnessed anybody who donfirmed the gift

takes oath; if not other children will rcfuse to approve the fift.-
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In case of dispute the matter is taken to the family of the deceased
or Otw onyisi idumu or to Obi-gze. The child who wore the eagle
feather is the head to inherit the fath.r's or mother's property
and responsible to pay debt thercof with his or her blood relation.

(d) ETHNIC MARKINGS (Ok TAT@OO

The facial marking of an Asbor citizen is distinet but
resewbles Bini and lshan designs. Asbor uscs Uche - knife to

cut lines about 3" by 1" on cach check and one on the Fforehead.
Those ot Edo dirfer being longcr and wider; a Bini man has
several lines on the forehead only, while a Bini woman has
marks on both cheeks and forehead as do both men and women of
Ishan and Asbor.

racial marks were @ie desiyned for slaves in the sarly days.
but after soizetime a freeborn of Agbor was dirficult to know

or discover when kidnapped or killed at war, while a slave with

marks was ceasily traced‘by the master. By this tragedy Azbor

freeborn began to have marks except the prince (Nwan—dein)for any

Eze Agbor must not be deformed. In casec of deformity by illness

after accession hs was bound to abdicate peacefully. when an

Agbor girl is matured she is given marks on the belly. If not
marked bef'ore joining her husband she was subjected to penalty by
the osigun - markers guidd, and if not by her husband. She is
considered defiled, and her child will not be circumscised until

su6 pays the penalty. Nowadays tribal marks arc no longer of useful
purpose. Eut every Agbor citizen is bound by the law of circums¢ion

aftelr 8 days of birth.

() RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY AKD MYTHOLOGY:
Asbor myths support the things we believe and worship. We b
beliecve that there exist God and other deitiss who are human beings

beyond our sight in the uamseen world. The deities exist by our word

of prayer.

oy CRY

ST

Udene, Essuku or Ezeuku, Nwa-obujg Onichajaki and othwr ap-

tiguities such as ukpo-vwuuwu, the ibuu gjamuka, the¢ ¢ze¢ ada,
the cry or si ual of anL iuvieible vird 8t the approach of danger,
war or plagues W@ eonslider tLea az 1e350n.ers ol Yod Wi Bale

all thilingbe #hosoever violaies naiwres lawa ana torbidden

things slhall be punisied by these deltdes. Ose is God Almighty
callcd ossnobus¢ or osolobue ie tne siver of man's soul and
destinye. #e offer sascrifrieés to Him in epirit through deltiee
in our devotiouse vwi¢ fear ouelobus ior cur soul and governsent
Ior our body. OJjuwu, eze-m:0, Kirg of the dead, 18 firm and
mercllecs; he 1s as eaten the devil in the Christian dogmae

vhere ic a suying “Ihien wnyen mt'zmc;n. fhie is the con=—
cert of retributive Justice 'eyc ror eye and tooth for tooth.'
Inordsyr to repent wuaen wad ;; done wé Gousult the orucle cla
pricul preddcts walil and Llic wessenyor oi “ou acceptis, our.
allencet wie Lorgiven, ir not one cuffers or dles. The
ancient say tiat a men diee 414 times and ie born 14 tines
in cach of tie planets or trqnemutation. #e belicve thal they
40 and cowg towarus beQOmiugyeLsrnnl o6 the stars, ae rivers
spirits or oe enimale aund trees accordiug to individual merite
Thg usg cf efeer olor @ wooden starl which represeut & ths
soul of Jdgpartec parents is a means of enrorcing ohbediencs
and reespect r'or our clderse With the ofor nze, the king of
A:bOr holids a warrant of supresacy over ll in hie doxalne
Thue any ruler wao dld Lol get ofor rzo chalk from Kze Aghor
cannot be recognissd & sue-nll bui on lwposior in thse Ika
dynusiy e

Anotusr emulem ol Ajbor religilon is tue Temple of oee

Known 98 mJbe-osauut Uzarne 1t has buwen a sacred Shrine for
Agwor pllgrine yesarly ror worc than ien centuries since ths

8.bon wee Wwas planted uB a cymbole
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Besides the olokun Shrine no other shrine in Ime-Obi is proper of
worship. e believe dnd worship olokun Shrine because ogelle our
carliest patriarch was the oheren (Priest) probably befor. he lef't
Agbor to unknown. Lize agbor represents the olokun priest which
made him the supreme head or Aibor Ika family. “he flights of
Liloha of Alisimien and Uwamih of Oki with their body and soul
into hecaven respectively are Ika my thology. We arc informed that
owuuwu the first king never tasted death but turned into a stone
which is to be found in the Obi's palace - museum (Ukpo Owuuwu).
Ominigbon threw one of the charms at the Obi and changed him
to stonc. Omini_.bon sat upon the stoné as the throne. Soon onc of
the Obi's wives came in and was surprised to find a stransge man on
thc,thréne. Owinigbon orderad her arrest and beheading, proclaiming
that a wan on the throne is the king; why is she surprised? Scven
days later, Ominiibon died. He was buried outside the kings'
cemetary in a scpulcre known as Ihyu ajamuka Shrine in a sacred

grove by olor-akan where the stone remains a mystic relic. His

followers left behind at Ufe could not trace his whereabouts, so
they found a shelter and called the sopt khima 'one's angel knows'
which is today brima villace near Ilesha. Ominigbon has joined the

royal pantheon of Agbor.

(f) CAEENDAR AND MARKETS:

In Agbor four days are celebrated as the week days. On these

days all the citizens observe certain customary rites. Markets
W
arc held en the names of each of the days namely: eKen, orie, afor

and nkwor. The myth about the names of the days was that Ogele

brousht sowe people Irom various parts of the world to live with

him but later they became antagonistic to his children and Tor
that the rirst wall was built around the city of Ominije now agbornt

The four children af'ter iglorious wars wWere consumed by fire from

i : C - Agbor encd
\\heqvcn according to divine providence. The pcople or Agbor op
ave

s

- 48 -

et

fwo markets. Igbudu opened afor market and owuuwu opened mkch market.
Hence we in agbor nac those two markets as Afia Igbudu and af'ia
Owuuwu .

The two markets lasted many hundreds of ycars. <They were
centres of all articles of trade. During rhe slave trade days

decalers trom Benin City warri and Aboh came to exchange slaves and

&00us from interior, also many wars were conducted Irom the neighbour-
hood. The two markets closecd down &t tiie dawn of the kruropean
intefference. Iow we have ifla Ogzboma as kkwor, Ozara O_o0.0 as
mgen. pPalcke as Oris, O.bc as Nkwo Nmuw-Ede, Orie-Alcero,Cric mkuku
and bhkwor-Udomi; omr afor market is Idumu-uku Ailsimien.

Berore the capitalistic imwpact or the British, trade by
barter, eilent and open traue exieted in Ika towns and villages;
cuch articles were arranged for sale on strects, frontage of' houses

and market sguares. Princes were set in coweics with sceds and iron

rod to indicatie to buyers the sum of to be paild eventhouszh the seller

was away until he or she returned aiterward. The iron rod was a

nwapmmo (xod of iron) to guard the articles against dishoncst
practices. The fear of uod was eXtreme in the minds of our
primitive brothers and sisterse.

Prade by barter system was the exchange of' one article for

another as there was no money.in circulation but with the growth
of western Civilization*the old practice of exposing articles for
cales without the pr.sence of anybody was abandoncu why because not
only the iron-rod would either be thrown away but also be sold to
mctal smithers (okpu-ozuwn). Open markets were held only by oroad
day that is before sunsete. Nioht mearket was a wrong practlice
inorder to allow market women to prepare food for their husbands
and households. In the day of alave trade markets were the forum

of warfarc and villagers were always alert on market session day.
Since the introduction of metal coinagc, $he cowry system dwindle

into obscurity, though it retains symbolic value in tribute.
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- 49 - Ire.wal rirst cooXed akasi, sacririce it beiore Obi sacritrice
#hat was in circulation was sterling bul noe naira and kobo. Both . . s - . v s
beg,ilis. They I'irst proceed to lhu Uru shrine of tihe first gueen
aystems are current in daily reckoning, thoush sterlin, holds

conceptual primacy with our elders. mother with marshed cooked Akasi (cocoayam) ror sacrifice.

(£) MA:N RITUAL CERMONIES: Sccondly to the shrine of Igbudu the father of Owoowoo the first

(i) Osih-ezi: The Osih-ezi (frisenu of outside) is the kin; father with sacrifice. Thoy in moud return to Utu Shrinc
anniversary in which ths depart¢d souls or the Eze Ajbor and .
and there a he-goat is sacrificed. They again o back to I_:budu
the ancestors of all Agbor are comwemorated. It 1s a pcriod of . 3 e
shrine and sacrificed a she—-go0at by Isshure the pricst.
national thanks4iving and prayer. <The palace (obleze) is ihe )
They then turn to Ihyuki where the okpookpoo containing Of'or
forum for owowor danceé, izebu dance and agbala chantse. The X . .
Olcken was buried here the Orinze Ojiami as the priest or the
el SpE teh c . q 3 AL . . - . . P
Icnasun kecpe wateh over the town by nicht and Iwnse by aay royal _.ods is despatched to invite Oleken ramily of Idumu~U_bo
over the palaces reneral 8 , ;De= 3 ; s : .
¥ venerally pine days ar'ter ogbe-isogsban villagc guarter to make sacrifice on the spote. They cowme reluctantly
had orfered esacrifices known as iruanmor, osbe-iso.ban, the
with a Z@sling but OJjiami continues to obey and be. them to come.
Eze sasbor, hie counsellors (idibodein) and Ndichien Agbor wil
! ( ) A 1 They come weariny war dresses sluggishily to waste the wailters
proclaim that osih-eézi will be on the first new moon day betwecn time the Ischure kiils a she _oat as tuey come near and tiey

August and September.
Ve P besiegge the body of the slaugshtered joat with akpan (eshield) the

The sreat osib-ezl starts thus:- O be-Nmuw-Dein of Idumu-Uiboh |
meat is shared in fur, nd bo to see them sharing it. Jhe
will clear tiaeir road and all ogbe-nmuw-dein clear Ozor nmuw-adon t @ v o= nobody ¢ 1t ‘hen

roadi. I.bukpor Ogbe Uku. Then on Afor Ojexbemudu the Chiel Priest tiey finished with the saucrifice they staye the orworwor dance

and his wen brin. the medicime loaves ror the dein to wash follwed while oseeh Fawily beaded by Orinze Gwach 1lit the traditional

by a sécrifice for which a he-gsiat and a she-zoat are slaughtered. palmoil lamp called ukpe-oriybon and they exit from the spot.
On nkwor igwor iehi on which orinze ojeba blesess the dein's After all these the doctor Ojegbemudu sets down the afa

head and orinze eribo bleesss elewu male and elewu Iemale and oracle berore the Dein to fortell events of thc occasion while

ukp~ohumu heade in turn with these thin<s 4 kols-nuts, I cocoanut Ischure slaughters a do: and epots the dein's ley with its blood

and chalk in oku~ogihe A cow and a she goat are used ror dein's . .
mixed with nzuwn (chalk). Ischurec carries the dead away. The
blessinge. The cow is marched upon to death without uging knife.
. dein with the retinue retires to the palace with Iscru dance.
Orinze hodor cute off the dead cow's neck with a knirfe and raises v
his two hands to the dein in words of prayer. Then the idibo-dein Then the dein enters the sanctuary chamber known as Iban Nzuwn in
Ughe A_bala while Owowor dance marks the joyous day. ‘‘he Dein
start off the Umorco song and dance. In the evening Alihagu men
) ) returns to a chamber knewn as I bejie where the orinze otomi and
ol ichasun start the note or &inging agbala chant with drum for
. his rellows pertorm their duty ror the occasion. 1he dein,
the occasion known as ikpotu agbala which means calling on the
axbala nze to come down. arrayed in traditional atire with pomp and majesty, caunces at
. . . . . . l.ast once or twice a day in u_he a_bala uvehind the traddtional
(ii) ON EKEN IS — IFAE EHU OPIaA: 41l nmuw-adan in osbeé-nmuw-dein

gather to purify the palace. Orinze isehure sets down the Ofor nuze

opia (carved ima_ecs of' past Obis). During this occaslon the

R . . \ Irexzwal and f'eilow elders of O be-Nmuw-Dein pay :comaze to the
bel'ore the dein which all present kneel down in prayer. In tiis

' : in sratef C Lai hem wit:a kola and drinks.
occasion two of dein's wives are nuds. At mid-night orinze ojeba the dein who gratefully entertains them witu

pecforms the Ikpotu - nmor that is inviting the dead ancestors. (iv) ON _AWOH 15 IRUANMOR: The heands of each family bepin to offer

(11i) ON OKIE IS — ISI AKASI: All wemen start to cook akasi sacrifice with mashed Akasi to their ancestors. Tie Ire.mai is
(cocoayam)« 1rewwal goes to the Ihyu Iguye éhrins to sacrifice always the riret to do it to Ofor Aliojguae Shrinc berore the
and Ebbi to Ugbo Ihajuokun and to the ancestors. In the mid-ni ht Dein to the past Obis. In this instance very wif'e ol''ers her
the dein with the Idibo-Dein proceeds to Olor-ikan with Owowor dance. .husband money and meat (Oruw kibadan).

ecess/50
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(v) OL MKWOR IS IKURU AuBalA: he testival starts in full mood. The

idibo-dein and other mobilities put on thelr vest atire to attend the

palacec to dance with-thc Obi at least once a day on eken and oric.
Indeecd the palace is always throngsed with gay ladies and centlemen
ana children to witness a most thirilling osih-ezi danca.

(vi) ON _ARQOR — IFON OuBE: This day the dein offers sacrifice to

Qhenyc and calls on o be-nmuw-dein clders to eat the ncat on close

door to keep away other elements f'rom it betorc he zoes out from
the sanctuary rfor public parade. He puls on test drese befitting
the occasion with pomp and pagcantry. 7The noblces are ags well in
éa& mood also men women ana children with signs or _reat day. +They

accompany dein to oseeh Shrine (lhun-hmor) in oweh's house thence

to alih-ino_bae thence to ali-obiolihe in char.e¢ of ovia's thence
to aliho.be oibe-nmuw-dein and retires finally to his palace.
(vii) The dein displays theé ebenil Sword.
He puts on the re.alia callied Kpakpasimagan accompanied by his

courtiers anu others, men, women and people in .ay mood, all

chanting agala end umoroo danec.
(viii) ON BK&EN IS ICHAN ORPA: The dein enters ezilekun (harem).

sach of his wives brings okpa tuits, koltanuts, cowries and the

senior wire, oboi by title brings one azun-isi, one azun efeec and
kolanuts and 4 okpa fruitse. The wein brings coweies and money then
the ovia takes a handful of the ccwries, fish, okpa, kolanuts he
throws them outside in prayecr and sacrifiice in the presence ot
ndichien Agbor, ede, ojefa, owach, odii, ojeba, ojiami and otiku.

The dein offers cowriecs or 4O Naira as a token of Jjoy.

(ICHU NuOR:) In the eweduwd evening orinze ojefa starts the cerewony
of sending away the spirits of the ancestors from the show, by

12 p.m. It is on this day the memory of Kime (kize Chima) who ran
away with ofor alih-ogbe across the strcam widich Agboc custom forbide
is done sacrif'icecs inorder to appecase the deities for the abomination
done thercot.

{(ix) ON ORIE IS M4BA OuBk: All youngmen gathicr in ogbe-uku to wrestle
and so doins mark the end of the festival.

Igik: vhe restival is an anniversary of the heroine Igwe 1n memorial.
She dicd by savin: the people of Agbor from social disorder (see

Scction 3{(d). The day of its observance is fixed by the ndichien

o_bor in December new moon, starting on nkwo. Igwor-isi ritc. -
Dein provides a she-_oat while aliorkpu, aliagwa and alihami

provide a cow all tfor sacrifice to the pous. The Obi performs the

rite known as "itan ckwa" on cken day in ibeghenta palace chamber.
cesee/52
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The youngmen of eirery villa,e particikpate in the sacritice they

do the iiu-ubi on the compounds and streets with prayer to uod

to rewit their sins and grant peace while ibiegwai use¢ half burnt *

wood to beat ground around palace and streets thereof'. The chant

is ewere-ewere naybode.

I¥A=3I1: This feast of new yam harvest 1s observed on afor. Orinze
issa slaughters a he-goat and a hen for sacrifice to Ihaiokun, the
god of &ké farm while after iyenmedein Obi's wives oifer each a hen
to ifon mgbon shrine -~ every idibe-dein beyins to cat new yams

wiilch break the “tasting® period of three monthe. Called ichc-onu.
I'sast continues for four dayse.

MGBEOSE: The Mgbeose reéstival is a remembrance season s8pirit boy

ridden with yaws appeared in Agbor. He 1s callecd ose (dod) who
instituted a ritual and established his Alter at ozara in which
we worship him in spirit. The dein accompanied by his wives and

peopls to make sacrifice with a bullock, kolenuts, year arter‘year
t6 the shrine while nwanmor his page puts on kingly dress also
accompanied by men and women with a she-goat for sacrifice to ose's
shrine. 1t is a most important festival in Ozara; the obseérvance
laets tror seven days. Thus Ozara is the holy place of pllgrimage
in Agbor religioﬁ. vTho priest known as oheren osé arranges to

sprinkle the holy water from the small pot into eseven calabash vessels

to be carried to all houses -in Agbor for theo remission of their sins

committed. (Crtreus Prince)

(h) ILIFE - CYCLE OF EZE AGBOR: The birth of the nwa-dein,.is normally
announced by cannon shot and sound;f}trqu:izgzgiw (elsphant
horn) accompanied with ritusl sacrificeaqq;d ceremoniss by the
Idibo-Dein and the Ndichien Agbor. At this, the baby lying on the

sround is lirted prbscntfni kim with a boy and zirl as a token
dus o ot bom 5o hv frdes iwahidladion )

ol nono y injitiated

ob,m wkpo Ogle —u......,-/;am e L VN &DL

under e tit —sl ot Uzama class, deotla -
Al L$%dui
wwmeﬂ%fm& He is givon the

¢ayle feather on his hcnd.iiln cacse Lwo boys %}pﬂlborn ihe sane

day the one whose reiort cémes first to his tather received tgc blessing
w

of a prince while the other becomes a duke. In the event oﬁ;dea

. of ths @;¥é§1_ﬁnn. the second son is formally recognised on condition

he 1sf{iiot detormed, and is free from facial marks except circumcision

at the aJge of 8 dnys b& every male in Ika traditional the babe's

L asmt ) o g u&quo
health permit A3 S
2 P i Yho e =TT o
X prince is deemed fit to be on the throne af'ter 1o years [
aoe bu 15 case of dispute the one not wanted mey be given fncial

lﬁ-)

I‘KB or

<pIit his front tooth¥
The sHAR %ﬂw,t.w watn\“w el (8-
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< OWMM—MM jﬁx:an "amri" Mf::)f“:;f' T [m“"’"‘- wild beasty according to her deedlin the harem. Then 01-1orwor and
acbor disgualitfes an uf_ ly person as their ruler, who wust 1ot have Ekpanik"e"flnrormod, the man sent by oriorwor sits on the throne
any _hyeical detormity. But a ruler should not we on the throne . y

. ) while ikoro ogbe-nmuw-dein calls the senior son to pin eagle feathsr

with unmarked belly and uncircumscised. He should have a spouse ' c
) . to hie father's head. After ikoro slijemiei join ikoro ogbe~nmuw- |
before installation startis. The helr sihould be of sound health, £

statcly, strong and agilc, professionally trained as blacksmith, dein to perform the bmrlal service. His corpse must not excged hours
harbalist, carpenter and traditional medicine msn (dibit). As a on the state. He is lald on ikoro (ogyn) coffin end the oriben among
rule tho scnior Idibo-Bcin wes23 mecct to inform the appropriate the idibo-dein do the burial while ichasun gengsters guard the
LY 1
quarters of A._cor about the a_e of the prince. 1R e —— ‘ conveying the body from public sight to bis sepulcre in olor-akan
N . W i~ OguaDrejued by earw mtdens 4 1D krem b Moy 8 always at mid-night., Two live she-goats are laid beneath the head end
V7 3 0.;oe-Nodwr-Dasn - =L opprised by—Idibo—betn that the prince is
O Ghvoe 0 ,E‘A’v’ & live he-goat beneath the legs instead of human beings in the
gf‘mﬂ‘ to be installedy fmsswilier; ndichien Agbor seeemsd with the former doys. The wives are confiymed for threimonths and markets

kingmakers to fix date ror the instullation. and arrangsmeni made 1n a o 1 shed N - ‘k_ in
- . . ’ stre ste of € usual & s; such marketing is
10 clear roads and strects and purify the palace by Nmuw-hsaan rrom held on the strects ‘a ) ' <

U be-hkmuw=-Lein in par'tibular. The lsehure and hmuw-sdan do their known as afle ogologo.
dutics in the presence of Orinze Ojcba, Ojiami, Otommi, sjcel, o Second phase of the funeral ceremonies, on the next day of his
7 O Elem ki ,

Otiku, OjJegbemucdu and Oheren-Qlokun. *he Prince in full regslia

‘demise¢, the funeral is started by ogbe-nmuw-dein, alljemisi, aliogor
m'w;/ Pas Ehe\ sieit ’MW’”‘“MI ' ' ’
i ' o

B rodds-the sword RN T \VW to Owach's house ' end idumu-orue of agbornta. It lasts seven deys with pomp and
. to receive marital blessin..bowh s sleep thers. In the morning ' '
m\k‘\ﬁ pu%gg k;;&w. ot &(‘n"‘f in R 3 oeghe s, sttt orple fostn - 4— Pageantry. All Obis in the kingdom come to pay him the last respest
e to the Halace where Orinze Ovia holis him and sits him ’ . :
by shooting of gun and every Agbor citizen shaves the head excaepl
on the okposi stool and carries his spouse to bhis leys with prayevs , N A_," Arure C;W»}p;&f)%hk-ﬁr&muw%
) Fom Otih 'y fummt o i patse, fla prac Al pre t woman and nwuyen wives. T e 4 Orle
for prosgerity on the throne «witirirre—wIza., J - 2~‘8n£&"c,”’:,\,4_¢ A (L 014 el GOl Vi) Sy ?% e,
A s Qe urhwdled o A f { ot PALACE CODE OF CONDUCT:
the prince then retires tg Inner Chamwver. Al noon he puts on ,ﬁ.ﬁ b o I "M"" a5 >~ i
0rd Comy m Uagli Pbads Symposivem o Py Adhedig pdi T "‘“""‘““KS" Y (f R Procins The obieze is kept sacred and regardedd ae shrine of Agbor state.
rcuallaAI or the coronation/‘w rinze Ovia wS===n calls him seven The most importent thi to observe is purity, discipline end con.fide_n
timcs}sd having answered he sits on tihe throne amidst shoutes and for; that reason snyone who is admitted into the linner-chamber must i
Oriaee Ooim i
cannon shogts Joy and,creete him ﬁoﬁ@oin, Ag\vor-ekali}:a\l, ) first take oath of alligiance. i
\ R
?.»ﬁazuvm-gbome—&ﬁmz, fom nwa—t?ltu. On the third day the prince l.. Any spplicant whose father has b¢en a member of the inner-
proceeds to Agbornta to receive blessing from Orinze Oriorwor in ‘ chamber peys small entrance fee ~ and a cocke. g

2. Any applicant whose fathcr had never entered and is not ef a royal
fenily (mwe-dein? orinze owseh conducts him to the obl through the
recomuendation of his village peer or idibo-dein. wWha his

Ogele'e shrine where he is lashed and adwonished. '1‘1;0 firth day
is rest. On the sixth day the Dein oes to Alisimien to rc&civc
blessin. I'row Bze Alio_'or} Orinze Alaza. On the s/ngnth day’;‘fg .\ )
Oube-hmuyw—Jein to receive blessing trom Iregwal in l‘zlyu.';liovbc. candidature is approved pays higher entrance f@e and a cock the :
#inanlly, #fto slihagu to receive blessing from Crinze I bokoje in Gbi then instructs owaeh or umudan sword bearer to administer the

Iduwwmu-0_be at":convcnienm* E"H"“/I ilua.\&-"ﬂ[""&“w‘“""%
o= Mtw
/\k"&?@/thc Ubl sdse—it 18 announced as nkpume cti\;il He is"laia
LY

oathe
3. After the admission of any member he goes back to his village ar

in iis e un in the inner chamber of' the palace until clders of q ter to entertain the old members there with the sum of N20.00

.be~N -beid e t firm that no more breath in him before .
O.be=~Nmuw-Dein come to con m at no nor (twenty Faira) and k o ons of p wine i 20 kolanute.

SO o e, it Nl o O Then (e Ot 4B

lie,, O regpey 05 4, At Do oy prm o Be AL
) a hut in the Jjunile where she wmay be at the mercy or ~ ! ~ r
&-‘u,l"' W““\'{" Combrem b0 (%N Q&d/&b“’“‘f'ﬁ“l e pbns ub /{-‘ML‘SM

it is disclesed to public; it can be immediately or other time by
the descretion o1 the elders. It is only on this occasion Okwohj

enters the palace rooms. He takes away the senior kinds wife
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4o Betore a title of lIdibodein is conferred to any person

ths senior members of the innerchamber muet be consulted inorder

to examine the character of the candidate for unanimous approval.
A man of etained character or lepcr is disallowed.
5. The ree is N80.0O end entertainment of Idibodein. When

Ndichien aAgbor title is conferred the receiver pays N60,00 to’
ldibodein,.

Ge .Lgi bodein.
@RI BUTES

(i) Any tribute either money or kind shall bes shared into
two parts between obl and idibodein.

(11) In case of wmoney realiscd from lease of land to any

company the amount 1s shnred into three parts among
the obli landowners and general funde.

(111i) Any poney realised in the palace shall be shared
into three parts (a) for development purposes

(b) for the obi (c) for the idibodeine.

7« MISBEHAVIOUR:
Any person of the temple found guilty of stealing in the law

court or devulging pnlace secrets or making himeelf a public
disygrace is liable to & penalty or expulsione The only person-
age to bo a leadsr of villegee must be of the royal descent

nwa dein.

8. MAINTAINANCE:

It is vitally important to upkeep and support the obi fromwant.
Towards that end, every title holder idibodein or ndichien
Aygbor are under obligatioh to contribute anuually fou bundles

of flve biy yams each end those without title two bundles of 5

big yame eache Other contributions aere at the occasion of

festivals - oslezel, 1wa¢i and igwe, when money, animals

and food stuffe are made avallable to the king.

o.-../56
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9. MLARRIAGE:
The dein is eligible to marry one or morc wives provided they
arc Agbor lka boin. They are nwuyen marriagec customarily;
concuvinage is rorbidden in the obicze harem (czilekun).
iycueusin as the wives are called are under restraint. <they
arc
(a) not to clad tiaecir breast with buba other than cover up
the breast with wrapper or showl.
(b) Not to nove outside the harem alone without a pace
boy or sirl cither by day or night.

{c) Not to draw water from well.

{d) Not to enter idumu-ugbo and idumuoza quartc:rs during
the life time of the husband.

NOTE: HAREM:

{a) Ouly men and women of' the Obi's relations are permitted

to enter the harem after the sunsct. Oshodl is the ofi'icer or

chief urauch in charge of rhe harem with other members of urierc

official or junior unauches and Obi.

{(b) It is a belief that

no Ajsbor woman had _iven birth to a

prince or Agsbor nor Obi to have a brother but women from out-side

imeobi and igurc. wvery eze A bor first born has been a ifcmal
and must not be the gueen over since lady ufu the mothwy of
owuuwu was disapgointed.

The crown prince must not have a brother his mother was to
be killed or exiled so as not to disturb her son in the state

administration.

The various chambers in the Obicze A_bor arc:-

l. I_.bebo Private 1C. Ugheahuru Public
2. mgwun " 1l. Ughe Bweer "
3. Ugheguen i 12. Ughe A bala o
L. Igbegwail " 13. Ughe Aliorkpu t
5. I bejie " 1. Ughe Uku "
6. Ughe Nnudein " 15 Or:wa "
7. Ughe dnobi n 16. Orgwa Idibodein "

eeees/570



- 57

5. M Or anisation:

{a) Principles of jovornmcnt: The people of Aubor had evolved a

systom of jovernment superior to any other in Ika nation lonyg
before the impact of & British Interecsts in Ni_eria.
king.om is dirferent from Benin Kingdonm (sec section 6 beclow).
there are several clans, cach is _overnfcd by an sze known as

Abor

ayuwe' who is responsible for keecpinyg the peace or his village
and collection of dues Ior tribute; the dues are either in money
or in kind.

The rule ol Agbor is firm althouxh not without fuault.
But every _ood citizen descrves favour and cvery bad
behaviour is punishable. The ofrice of the Obi of Acbor is
heredi¢ary: to avoid dispute, the f'irst son or the Obi
succeeds him. The reizpn of female rulers was cancclled in
the kingdom long beforo our time. There arec two houses or
council known as ogwa ndichien A:bor and ogwa idibodein Aubor.
The f'ormer consiste of only noble clders, some of whom arc king
makers, the ancestral shrine priest and stiate messengers or

ldibodein. The latfter comnsists oi title holderg some of whom arc

Obi's counsecllors a:d others his messengers. The two house are

responsible for the life and groperty of the citizen. 7The chief
or the irmer~cunamber is titled oweh; he is the head ot the
ldibodein and is responeible f'or conferring titles on anyone
who had served the king sand his country.

The Obi is the traditional head of the council. When
the Obi's stool 1s wacant by death and M“onuobi" is appointed
as a rcgent. The person apgointed, to act before the Obi's
first son comes to the aze of relgnin; must ve of the royal

blood but must not wear the crown or seat on the thronc or

esees/58.
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observe the osieze and other restival ceremony. A8 a rule
be carries the pbeni sword not the ada which is the prerosative
oL Obi agbor alonec. The social and industrial inetitutions arec
callcd okwa viz okwa-Dibiec (Doctors) Qkwa-0zun {Smithers),

Okwa-Orkawina {crar'tesmen) Qkwa-Ihere (worshippers or priest).

wWwitchcrar't, lies, murder, theft, idleness arc amony crimes
punishable by Agber lawe.e It was the supreme aim of cvefy citizen
the initiale as a member of onc or more of the aboue class orf
4itheut it, a citizen is considered a plebean or a

prorecssion.

coumoncr. It can bec said that Asbor was conscious of her

soclal institmtions though interferred by the foreciin influence,
«hen her soveriggity was impeirscd by the surbordinate relation
to kEritish Crown, the dominating power in Ni_eria. Ii. the past
no nation was bold enouch to interiere with Azbor pecace and
liberty without impunity.

Ajbor overnment permits movement, settlement and
imuigration of' the citizen, provided the ri_ht did not inter-
I'ere with the heritage, that is, wny rerson who is residing
in Ika land is under the obligation of Ika laws and custom.

Otherwise he who has eloped from A:bor Kingdom has no right
to his former propé;ty on the land he left becaus€¢ no one

can serve two mastecrs. All kinss are not equal as a matter

of fact. aAnyonc én Ika land is a subject to the villsage

council ¢lders who granted him land to dwell or farm.

A_bor land mcans land used by Asbor citizen but no individual
has right over any piece or Agbor land; it is communal.
¥or fecar of nepotism Agbor custom forbids Obi's mother to be
alsive while her son is on the throne, It was belicecved she

could disturb the Obi to act honestly and impartially. The

.----/57-
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materials for scrvice and mutual aid are farw produce (b) Ighaigho members aré the advisory body to the elders namegly:
animals, moncy, allowin. ones child to serve the Obi or clderly Obi, Akpara, rbbi, Akweeh, kkpaeh, Oguden, Ojisi-Agbornt, Ojisi

‘ Ozara, Elema Okl, Elema Omumu, Ero, Ekpenike, Alaza Emuhu and
persons for some period as a token of loyalty and love.

Igbokoje of Alihayu.

To know the ace of a person was the counting of farms from

(¢) Ifiorkpor members are ths ancestral priests in all Apbor
the day the child was born and to compare with his aze yrade - .
villages and quarters namely: Iregwai, Ajaeh, Oriorwor, OJjefa
and other evente. ‘he cldest person is always respected as vel; .
etce. Tigy come with Ofor staff when attendiny palace Meeting
as tuose who took title from the Obi. To know an old person is

called Oka-Afor.
a zuide first born is callcd isinwa following his offeprings oyierh,
(&) Idibodein means the servaents and counsellors of the Obi

+
s

uhichien, sakpamaghori and onye 3 oF: crs who : C
! v : nyemaan or Ghablona, eny person wh Dein namely Owaech leader of the Idibodeln and a divider in

sces his or her sakpamaghori is said to be o0ld indced. The age Ndichien Agbor council.

grade in Aguvor social organisation are:- 2+ Qjeba, keepc:iof the royal wardrobe.

1. pkwa—ukpo. {2) Okwa-Obe-cbuo, - 3. ggii_leador_of the Dein's legion and deliverer of the
{3) Okwa-Obe-etor, (4) Okwaplhaime | royal gifte.

(5) Otu-Tkoro (6) Ikahi and Igbanisbe. L. Qiiky Caretaker of the royal harem;

5. Elewu: Caretaker of the Royal provisions;
(ii) Administrative structure: i

6. Ojiami: priest or the Royal shrine;

The government is administered in Dein{s name by the

" 7+ jnne: Junior member of Uriere-Ugben Taboo;
ndichien Agbor council amonyg whom are the classified Cihiefs )
8. 1Ibaza: junior mémber of Idibodien;

consisting 10 Uzama 14 Ighaigho and 21 Ifdoorkpor and the )
£ & : 9. Ieama: junior member of Idibodein;

i me/idi oi cmbe c ¢ advisory body to the Obi ' »
lhaime/idibodein members who are the advisory body 10. Okasien: junisr member of Idibodein;

dein. ' 11. Qlaves Scnio; member of Idibedeins v

The two groups of ndichien (clders) and idibodein (titicholacrs) 12. EzenigRede; Juhior member of Idibodein; ‘
control agbor affaire. Village council of elders and adults 13. Oriri: Junior member of Uriers; "'—’f:P
among whom are the smithers, doctors, craftsmen, shrinc pricsts 14 Ojenebo: Junior member of "

15. Qhen: senior member of Idibodein;
oruanised day to day running of the villages under Agbor. 5 eln; ‘ \

16. Ajee: senior member of Idibodein;
(a) The uzama members are orkwa ukpo ndichien namely;

) The varidus chambers in obiezeé Asbor arse
ovia, edac, ojerX)angbe, iyase, ozormor, Agbaosorgwu, Ine-ckiku, .

le Igbagebo; 2. Eguwn;
ohazama, Iregwai and awan-dein (crown Princc). 3. ughbguen, I Igbegwtn{
seee/60. 5. Igbejie, 6. Ughe Nmuw-Dein;
7. U Nne-0bi 8. 1Ibeihenta,

9. Ughe-Ikengan, 16. - Ughe ahuru.



_ &
- 61 - /ﬁ,osw&m‘%'v \

11. Uche-mweeh, 12. U_he a_bala; 05 akuzi - \
15. Ughe Aliorkpu lge. U_he uka, széxiﬁzsv - )
15. Oi.waa, 16. Orgwaa Idibo-Dein. 89 ainasi -

(a) Igbacbo House: Thig house has aduinistrative function 2.4 Ordiasac

composcd of royal descendants. Virtually they neced no title more ‘ M Imudia -

than they arec Ihaime mze A_bor among whom arc Viceroys ana };JD Kiyem -

Okoredualis. rhe main officers are Owaeh, skpach, Obascki, Odiicﬁa?

l&jl Oxoh -

vlaye, Owrazwayc, Obiwu-Uyii Ayobahan ctc. ) 5

(b) LEoudh — Private Chamber of the Inner Chamber:; The in_ortant kﬁj Emcticle

nembers are:- Ojeba, Ajach, Ojiami, Ohan, Oloaghirin, Elewu, ¥ taion -

L;:be, etc., but no one of a royal blood. l§A§/hcdo -

(c) Ugheguen ~ Private Chamber of the palace harem: The chéee yéig.okuwc -

@3 hodin

Officers are Qledin or Otiku,, Oriri, Ojcncbo, Inne, Oba desagbon, when lregwai ales"three’ monthe after another Ipciwal is

also Bth“;gé‘ installed. <“he onc next to him would present an ea_lc Irecather

(a) I be:wai is the Roval Kitchen: The

three yards white clotli, 20 kola-nut and 21 Cowrics before the
Orficers are:- Isaa, ikslewu, Ezenigede, Obadagsboyi composcd of

dead wan is interrgel The elders install him and later siow
Junior mwembers of Idibo-Dein sud Ibiscgwail.

- g s B A . . him to the Obi for assent be éiéé civadhir a feather and chalk
I bcjlg house auscum of the koyal medicine and antiguities.

rthe Chief Officers arc Otomi, Akuegbutc and Isehure {5 C D)and &nwthd as a mark of respectdsst hamsur fo Ao Sinier Lrrother .

Remarks: Owaech except otherwise sdmits new entrant to the @¥ Inner (0) JUUICIAL SYSTsi., ANCI&NT:

chamber and ddminieteps the oath of faithfulnces loyalty and secrecy The encient judiciary is a natural wisdom of untrained judgecs

and Ojeba is the master of the house during Obi's absenca. whio at times were influenced by relatives and acquaintances

~ No ofricc! i hereditary except Owaeh and Iew Uzama, and untowardly received something (bribery) inorder to prevent

Ishaigho and Ifiorkpor titles. the cause of justice and eguity. PRut it is fer irom a rulc in

But in the village councils the members sit inorder of

wiich wicht was ri:ht. Any complaint in a family circle is

sinlority or age crade. Title holders sit inorder of date titles settled by the clders of the family if not on appeal the villae

are conferred to them known as orkwa Ihaimc. .. . .. s .
eldeors at the Qrpwa Onyisi Idumu or Onyisi O.bac. Serious crimes

Any Bze or any village is classified amony the Ighaiiho as Luruer, hom:ciue, therlt, cases involvin_ bodily harm and othcy

grade- in Agbor council.
misdeeds arc tricd by the body of society derinitely af'fectied
&By The hierarchy of' Chiefs hold meeting in the palace on

Afor day that is every 8 days or a month. by such crime while those interfering with the life of the villa_e
rhe rames of Ircgwai in Oybe-Nuuw-dein from 1900 - 1968. arc tried by the village council or by the Obi's triobunal if not
1. 3xwg Ile - 1500
2. Iibedion -1
3e imnyihon -1

amicably settled.

ceees/B3
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rthe penalty for the _uilty is invariable for minor offen - o4 -

. . s \ he did that and the gue cl cttle cfore iz deat
the -inec of a fowl, a poat, a sheep or cowrics while thatl of d that ¢ querrel was not scttled before his death,

AN
scrious orfences hanjin:, crucifixion or beheading; only Lhe Obi : the next son would taxe procedencec. Suchh a bad child hsd no claim
oeil < <L O il Ly syt R
with his hierarchy or nobility the Mdichicn A . or Uzaps had to the dead man's _rogerty cxcept the son be.oed the cldsrs to
the Jurisdiction. A suit which began by the injured party, is : - .
J G Y B DYy intervenc. Invariably they cawe to pour o0il on the troubled waters
cowglained throucsh his onyen isi o_be to the viila_ e head who ; ..
e © and slauchter a goat to renounce all he had said and done. In
€cnds his spha o1 divider to suuwon the defendant before +he nexi R
ant e nexi addition a hecuvy Iine wvas then inriicted or. the sturbon child.
weeting or the villagc. The proceedings are iniorwal and any . . . . . .
inheritence: The inheritable properties are yams, cconomic trecy
onec wihio hag an idea on the matter can come forwawmd Lo air his watchets, .un, cloties, wives (ngzcn) childrer, domestic animalg
views. 1t the case concerns the ri_hts and privilages or the etc. It must be made elear that children born by m ba marria_e
women or the villa_e then the head women is to bec prcesent before are shared beiween the huscand and the wire but not so in hwuyen
the cldcrs. marria,e the childéren are¢ bona-f'ide property of the husband and
Debts: asscte and liabilities are in Ika custom inheritable when his hicr. (sce scction U4 (c) above}.
a debt can not be paid by a man or woman during his or her lire Lurder: e relative or the murdered person reports to the villa_e
time; such debts pass to the children squarely by the first son head who at once notifies the Obi by sending his Aj:haa to do so.
or to onc who took the burial responsibility. In most cases ali 1t becams the duty of the Oluotu or LEQ&; to arrest or trace
the children hel: to pay the debt at pleasure. Eut on the contrary the murdercr. .Jhen capftured he was taken to the Obi's palace.
iLhe debtor became onyibe ~ under the creditor or to one who paid i " . .
: The trial took place uwelore the Or_.wa Ndichien A_bor Couwccil.
the debt for him or her until it was refunded. Eut if the debt
The relative of the mmrdercd person appcars to described
was too much, the children or so could refuse to pay and renounce
: the crime. the evidence is gone thorouihly into, and ii the wuruer
any claim to any or his or her inheritance of property - wives,
it found to be deliberate the penalty was weath by hangin. or
clothes, Holatree, cocoa nut tree, sun, natchet, yam ctc. In
vencading. The murdercr is .iven the opportunity of hanging
such a casc lhe debt became a bad debte. I1f a slave or stran_er
hiuselr, but it he docs not €0 so within a rcasonable time the
or onyibe diecs without a child the man who bou:ht the slave or Oluotu of the village would hand him in public. No compensation
the sponsor or the debtor or stranjer inherited the propprty ie paid to the rawily of the murdered man or woman but the murderer's
otiherwise tne Obi inherited his debts and liabllityecs. family has to make costly sacririce to the shrine ot the other's
BAD CHILD: & child who is bac to hie father can be disowned in ancestors ard pay ransum of a youn_ firl to the Obi znd cows, ._oats
an_er as a result ol wickedness or dama_e so repecated. The father to the idichien A_bor Council,
may slauchter a ;oat to his ancestral shrine and pronounce that cenes/B5.

' ¢ i is s r daughter ig no longer-his child. If, . ..
fr?ykgcncq:9rfh thl?ASOE o '\Eii‘k”’"tuuﬁvf*ltffji:&;jV ot

e L e
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and a _oat to the villa_c Council. Snoule the killin_ of & nan
or woman bLe whe result of an accident the ueath penalty is not
exactced cut wne cudprit was heavily rined. he 0ol receices his
usual youn. _irl, the vouncil their cow, the Villa.e council their

goat; @nd a _irl r'roi the criminals family ie handed over in
marriage to the head of the ramily oI the dead man that is

izxuochuw.

lncest: The crime is rcgorfed to the O§¢n—isi—0'be and dealt with

at a villa_e meeting: should the criminal prove innocent and without
any knowledge or' the near relationship of the _irl or so he is
trecated liéniently and tined only two joats, ‘one for sacririce

to the ancestors and onc ror the Vil.a_e head. 1f the criwme be
cow..itted with rull knowled_ e of the hear kin_ship both the

criminal anu the woman arc pul to death.

Adultery: ne report of the husband to tihe head ol the rawlly

is treated in the villa_e¢ wectin, and finally at the palace. IT
the zmccuscd is found _uilty the Oluotu or the Ikahl is iustructed
to destroy his house and confiscate his ,awe in his rarm ; penalty
is aluya — If she is bhwuycn wife, they sieze six or scven _oats
one r'or the husband I'or sacril'ice, one Ior the ldumu shrine of

the husband. In the case or L, ba or lde;bec wif'e the penalty is

less; the husband wust sacrifice a she goat to repair his house
20ds with fing imposed on the zuilty nan.

kagecs the procecedurc in rapé is the same as in adultery and the
fines are similar but the husband has the privilege of killing
the criminal without paying any compeansation to his family. Rape

committed in the bush housc @¥e or Tarm is defilment and the
punishment was _reat. (

Thef't: & habitual thief is sent to the Obi wheore he is sentenced

to acath without consideration or cercuony, and his family called
to ray heavy penalty to tne Obi's Council. Mhinor thest i punishea
by Tloswing, rcpayment and bein,. led out or the Vilia_c¢ by women
and wen with drum for public scandal.

(c) xecent administrations:

Aarter the bini cxpedition of 1897, sStran_crs from coastal
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towns chierly Iscxiri, aboil, iszaba, bonny wovec_an to enter a_bor
aomain as traaecrs and missiouarics.

+he Christians preached and presented the ima_c o Jesus

Christe 1he xeUohis and tne Cl.i.8. built Churches st :me-0bi near
the Obi's compound and at Qzara about 1902 and 1908 respectively.
vhen followed the british patrol oft'icer escorted by Ecnin Chicrs.

By this way the people otf A_bor beuan to chan_c drastically.

In 1901 a_bor becawe the adwministrative station under the commissione

lir. 0.3. Crewe ncads. He controlled most important towns from
A_bor. hese are Asava, Kwale, Ishan ana Kukuruku now Auchi. In
the frontage of Obiecze (Falace), the office anmd the School,

tele raph ortice and native Court were opencd. Later on, Prisons,
liospital, kilitary, Policc, Soldier barracks, judicials were opencd
in 1906 before the district commwissioner was murdered at Owa while
on oi'ficial tour. The causec was rouch handlin: or an oldman to
carry police loads back to A bor as Eze Owa failed to provide them
with carricrs. 7The son of the 0ld man said his father being
treated badly as he was returning from farm his rcleased his _un
and Iircd the policcman and wounded him., 7The policcman had to

use his _un and the youngwan shot dead. Zherealter Qwa Oyiba men
becgan to chase the tourist and the commissioner was wounded.

e mana.cd to cscape and his catridge exhausted berore reaching

Owanta where he was vircd again to death. his do_ hide but when

the policeman came the dog directed thewm Lo the spot his master
wae killed and buricd, the body was reccovered and carried to agbor.
tThercatter British soldicers came and atiacked Owa and 4 bor
pcople becane #ed but the Obi's condition or ill-health &and his
thrce scns atkbcnin governuwent 3chool upset them to fight a_ainst

the encmy openly while the bench-men voluntecred ano kept the

soldisrs rrom entry into Owa and wuen the strategy was detccted A_bor

was warned by burnin. of their houses betore they Jave way and Owa
was taken in Au_ust, 1306. The Obi with 15 oi his chicef's was
caplured and taken to unknown destination. As it were the Ikas

could rot maintain complete neutrality thus Agbor, Umunede,

Utcorkpu, bkuku, I_bankc all enlisted thelr sympathy in Owa's struzgzl

The attempt to supply water by sinkins a well at Ihogbe falled
due o an out break of the war in the villaje at Owa. In the
stru_:le seven oritieh Oificers and numerous soldiers were. killed
and woundecd. All the Bini Cuiefs that cawme with Buropecan ran away
and some unfortunate were massacred. In 1908 the sovernor, Sir,
walter Bserton tourin. on bicyecle from La_os to Calabar noted in
his aisry that he was _lad to get clear of A bor .here the attitude
or the native was hostile ana triculent. buring the war A bor

. , )
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Obl seni enyi ojor, nke egxi ogu ngbndn,
ye enyan - meaning if not the Obi'e 11l health these boys ef Benir
we could not tolerate to sce soldiers fighting Owa people we could

people sang this wsang:

have pierced onr eyes with sword (i.6. shown our bravery) .

In légé Obi Jbenoba died. His son 4.borbu wae too young to
reign uutil rive years of interregm. ‘The prince was trained by
Cilet Oko Ujermor of Ihogbae and latsr in Chief rgun's the Inne
or Agzbor at Cgbe-Nuuw-Deln quarter. In 1912, the bistrict native'
Court and coundil hall werc built with two faces tower clocks for

the chief from Asaba, Auchi, Kwale and villages to attend. The
telegraph line A bor-Ublaja was constructed after 1906 but line
from Lagos to Asaba berore 1904. In 1914, Agborbu ascended on
A bor throne. 7The world war broke out Asbor district people
provided carricrs who wére sent to Cameroun and kast Africa by the
British Officer at Agbor.

Around 1915, some important men were appointed as warrant
chict’s for Court and Council: Ajash, Agbas, Osnhoﬁ,4Ajueborn-Atigo%
blewu, Oshodl, Egun, Orudla Odobu, Nmorka-i.basogun, Ekpenike,

Akpara, Ojisi, Orzormor, Alaze, kmuhu, Elema Oki, Eze Akl, Eze l

1

Akumazl, Eze Nmuede, Ezé Orta, Eze Olijie, Eze Abavo, Eze Uteorkpu,

Eze Orblor, kze kbiri, bkze I bodo, Iyeke, Eze Oigan, and council of

Culers was created to accowodate those of Asaba, Ogwashi-Ukwu,
Issele-Ukwu, Oburu-Uku, Ebonkpa, Ishan and Kwale, The native
Court were bullt at Agbor, I.bank¢ and I bodo. Lkze Aibor was the
president of the Court and Council. :
In 1yle, the peopls of I _bokke pledged their loyalty to Chief
Osula Ieadership who anuexed them to Benin administration. Ogan,
Ota, Olijie followed suit careleéssly from Agbor their native home.
Later on, Ublaja and Kuale District Offices were opened, This
changed the rower and sphere of Agbor influence. e
In 1918, the asbor District Office was burnt by unknown perébn'
and old records demaged. "This event is regretted as ‘Agbor “}-'qr
historians will have no records of the past to rcfer. !
In 1951, Asbor district constitutlion was changed to Ika

District and cach village beceamé known as clan instead of village"i

whereas in district there should be no two kings of egual status
in which instance the clan heads rotated the post of presidency

in the district council. However, Lze Agbor and hie people

rejected the constitution on the ground that Eze Agbor cannot

rotate seat with Chiefs under his suzeralnity and considered it f}

as an accentric procedure by petitioning the Government which after
a while was cancelled. The Obi of Abavo hesitated but said he wuld

at any rate be 4lad to be a president of the Ika coun

—\:"'\_
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of' the Ixa council even for a day even thoush the procsedurs is
contrary to custom. Thwus the village Chiefs oi the district declined-

to pay homage to Eze Aybor and no onec asked them for anything for

fear or Eritish interrercnce.
Such redundant act of the

covernment in its policy has brough

down the glory that was for the Eze Agbor. Indecd we hear that

anony eguals some are wore egual cven amon; beasts and {rees.

NEJ JUDICIARY:; Before the murder of the District Commissioner in
1906, the native court was opcned in the frontase of the Obi's
Palace. <Yhe Court was later transierred to the present site of
the wovernment Station in 1912. The Chiefs fLfrom Agbor, Kwale,
Ishan, Kukuruku (aAuchi) districts were members until 1918 when
Court hall was built at Owa, Awuw, NmuW—Ede, 1:bodo, Akumazi,
Otolokpo, Ute-Okpu, kbiri, Emuhu that of Agbor having juriddiction
over all with gradc‘"B" power. On the death of the Obi Ekacze
his brother took his'plaée as the Rejent. The members werc 181 of

these 13 wers members of the villaze court and 3 members as the

clan Court.

The work of the Aubor Cour was praised as satisfactory.

The repori said somc oi the members showed an apiitude for judicial

work and the court judiements arse usually fair and unbaised. It
was proposed that each viilage should have a couri of limited "p"

grade from which an appeal would lie to the Clan Court. The

i

personnel of the Court to be the same as that off the village councilsy:

that is the village head as président with the Orkwa Orkukpo and tha

Orkwa @beebor and the 0luotu “®f Ikahi as court officers. Every suit
will commence by the payment of a fixed fec of 5/~ the complainant

to pay direct to the village head who also issues receipt.

There was a change in the Court system; at first court clerks
and the judses were clan heaas with Chiefs. The adwinistrative
supervised the records of cases and affairs. Later,. the appointment
o kagistrates and Lawyers to advocatc thus the judiciary in Agborras;
other Urban towns have wnder-—gone changes thréu;h the years. In ’
conclusion old customary lsw was more of inhuman t:an the present
juriskrﬁdcnce.
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{d) AJBOR PATRIQTIC UNION: ,
The Agvor patriotic Union was lnaugurated in 1826 1st May at

Lagos by men from Agbor, Igbodo, Iy banke, Owa, Akumazi and Umuned;
prominent among them were Mr. P.B. kEgun - Accountant, P & T, as '

the Chairman, Mre A.M. Weeks - Cystom Clerk as the Secretary,

M¥. A.E. lduwe ~ Headmaster, St. Paul R.C.M. School Ebute-Metta
as the @ee Financial Secretary, Mr. Ogbekile Cook as the Treasurer;
othere are John ubeneme, John Ojebaee, yeorge Opu, Alexander

N. Okoh, etc. At that time not mmny of our village men were
literate to wite.

The APU (Agbor Patriotic Union) was the foremost movement of
Asoor’kindrcd in abread end at home. Kor over 30 yeurs it
championed the cause of the bbttom doge Its voice was heard gvery
nook and corner of the district; infavt, children were born to
it with aspiratﬁons and social candour who are the noblest and
best in the realm.

In the conference of 1949 agitation arose to change the Agbor
Patriotic Union to lka Patrictic Union end this was put in the ajgendae.
At length majority voted for ika name against Agbor as the word

Ika is ygenerous and apropose to their tribal nomenclature, though
Asbor elite felt they hit them below the belt but accepted tie
»challsnge with impudence. Later, on the efftect otf the chanyge of
name began to hamper the progress of the uniqn and more anon village
unions began to emeryge vize Oia Patriotic Union, Umunecde Proiressive
Union even in Aybor hersélf tﬁereon Agbor District became

automatically Ika District towards 1951 instead of Agbor District.
The manifesto of the APU becamo a stunt done to discord atirrsd
by leaders of the newly formed village Unlans.
The APU has became defunct.

et me state the APU manifesto in 1927:-
(1) To fester love unity and service;
(2) To promote and encourage education, art, industry trade
and happiness.
" (3) To preserve snd protest Agbor District heritaye, cuetom,
' culture, traedition, laws, sacred institutions, obedience
to our seniors and tihose in authority and put God first.
(u) To fight and suppress injustice, oppression, chicanery,
selfishness, idleness, vanity all forms of moral ailmente.
(5) To support the poor and needy financially and morally.
(6) To hold meetin,e, conventions (privately or publicly) and
conference yearly or otherwise.
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(7) To subscribe money, opinion rreely ror the well-bging of
the Union.

(8) To encourags soc;al equality fraternity brotherhood and

sisterhcod of qﬁf'tribe.
(9) To avoid quar#bllinb, fishting, obsenity, disrespect
to poor and bld, chenthmg, pomposity and devided interest
or the citlzen membcre. .
(10) 7o epeak the Adbor or lka lengueyge in the organ of the
Union.’f ? :J
(6) AGEOR KINsDOM: | “f ' -
(a) bxtent. The Agbor kingdom embraces all the v1lla¢¢l‘,

thg Ika epenkinb p00p19/with camps or settlers in 1ta resipn
£,

AoDOD lles petween tho N? w6r river on the sastward and 5" Eig

i

or Bcnin»on‘tho wcstwards, Accordin6 tp &radition O.eilc

I

Ty
atrlach ot thc ‘sarliest inhabitnnts bergu !

, / . '!'i - .»'_1 ‘*x:‘ .

word was a bondf was the mpst pOqufﬁl maﬁ%sl,maﬁggt hiqﬂ 3

¥
in tho Kinédom“ He ascended on A4bcr thrane card

dynasty 1250.;'

aypeared nume

bullding (Obieze) is atill a rclic of the di.nity and 4lory k
was Agbor traditional arta und organisation among the fbrcst §
of Bendel State of Ni‘MIc B

{b) pactors leading o e dnclino of Agbe géggdom. : o
(1) late grrivel of firearms to Agbor in the binter;ggg:

The people within the' eoastal iine acquired firearms nnd*ltoif
weagons from huropenns hy which they tcrroriscd Aghor paﬁli_
and encroached upon thcir hsritnge. Purthermore with tyg 5
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Inevitably one without arms cannot oppose¢ one with arms.

(11) 1he inrlux of rgpublican villagers from the East Niger:
Iybo who, driven by Aro Chukwu vandals, fled to Ayber

Ikngdon for protection. These rencgades too had firegarms

acquired from muropeans by whose influence they became
arrogant to discipline and loyalty to aAgbor king so

much revered in Ika society because they knew not what
is meant by natural ruler.

(1ii)Administrative laxity and stiruggle for independence

among subject villages: Agbor rulers lost control of 5
£

their dependent villagcp on account of the strange
ideblogy of the Ig4bo 1n our midst, who>having became

our court clorks; carpenters, cooks and stewards, . .
coaxed us native- to obstinately 1ntorro¢ate‘ndminisfrat1VG
principles, consequently sach villagse head claimcd’-57
independence and-callcd hmmaﬂemﬂ himwself Obi or his'
section. Under such soclal and politioal 1nstab111ty

the Agbor patriotic union at homo and abroad resolved

_and approacned the erstwhile governmcnt to withdraw the
Ibbos from the nativa .courts.for- the song of the soil

-~ . .

- and the appcal wa= heard and.rcorgunization resultcd

late in the thirtics. f-'.h»'vx‘“'
(1v) Intortr 31thin the’ >

Thn peoplc or A¢bor waghd war.ngainst some of the villagos
beforo thc cominé of ﬁar whiteman, and because of that .

! . ancient grude, apnrchy :unf choas roarcd its ugly heads
ih the social afd censtitqtional orgnizution of ths

kingdom. Consequen(ly homago—and”tribute discontlnued
‘. and the role of~ths Oker, oduali or'governors of thse villaé
among the numbers el the royal family gave way to
.mediocrity of the warrant»chiofs gppointed. The warrant
‘f chiefs themselves became 0 ‘tyraunical, oppreéssive end
cruel tnat’commohﬁﬁ%oplo‘woro dehiod Justice. Estwesn
1302 and 1934 thees chio;s becqmo so selfish and
' arrobant that Agbor traditional history was distopted
to suit thsir whims end capriees with rcsultant sffect
(e that Agbor kinddom fgll into dscadence.

> -(v) Eze_ Al bor Authority vindigated.
The suzerainty of the Qbis of Agber from the. past agos’

has shown 1tself beyond doubt with the skull of men.
crucified on tle ‘top ©f the cotton tree (expon) in the

old eken market squaxe by the¢ Obicze (palace), besides
coo.-/72o
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those hanged and beheaded in those days of olde. The tree with
skulls was of an age which misht have lasted 700 years before

it fell down on 28th July, 1944. Strictly époaking no othsr
ruler but the Obi of Aﬁbof had such power to crucify and behead
bad mer in this part of thc coast. Other rulers judged and order

henging only. If otherwise the village ruler would be executed
by Eze Agbor.
(c) MILITARY CAMPAINGSE The citizens of Aybor have been peace

loving and law nbiding thoy prefer the dignity of labour rath.er
than be warlike. The hate oppression and man's inhumanity to

mane 7They organised tnemselves to fight war when their national
liberty and freedom weore thrgatened. Individuals would die by

hanging or drowning:or escape if their liberty and fpeedom werc

‘daniod ﬁhcm. Howeﬁor some of the past wars were waged by order

of the Obi or Ndlchion against any village that flouted the kinyg' 8

:ﬂ au&hority or brok¢ village ruls defimntly and sometimes fousht
’?or preetiges Evory Eze Agbor was customarily bound to ipvite

ar to fight in order to prove his courase before or after three

:or'more yedrsfof his aeeession to the throno.

Beforo the coming of the whitemen Agber kingdom was regarded
as a city ‘of refuge in this poart of the coast (Bendel Statie) on
account of her formidable warriors and excellent sociasl organization
that bolligerent nations @ahme or rebellious villages feared to .

challenge her pride. That in borne out by the presence of ths

‘fomilies who had sought the protection of Agbor from ths

lnoighbourihg kingdome between 16th end 20th centuries. Nevorthﬁlesa

those reﬁegades have been absorbed into Ika citizenship. In
Aibor pafticularly and Ika gensrally all males from 21 years of
aygs and upward are militio or fighters under hie village wor lsders

callcd Orkayorber, Odogwu, Iyase end Oluotu {(highest) officer
of the youngmen nuobering hundreds in cvery viliage. And when a

war 1s trlbal or out of tnc Dein's control the war chiers
Agbasogun, Uboh, Ozormor, Iysse and Ogbuobodo with Dein and his
legion take the coumand over. the battle front. But generally

Omuw (palm fronds) are put across a road between disputing villages
are considered a blockade; no entry or passayge until settlement

is reached.

veees/T3



VY
-73 - .
A soldier's weapons of war were wocden — spear (obo) sword
(ogada), bayonet (Ogbodor), bow and coossbow (Ota and ekpede),
poisonous arrow (Obara edidae) sheild (Akpan), matchet (opia), gun

(Ayanzuw, Adaka)e. 41he outfits are Okxpu-skih and Ewuru izagynh which
are dyed and smoked to prevent matchet cut or arrow pierce to

wound & wearer. Afterwards in about 16th and 17th centurics

First

steel weapons were introduqod by the Portuguese whoAcame to
Bepin City in about 1485. . with the use of steel weapons such
adpeceoccpdedo as pistols gun-powder matchets, the Binis u:ed ’

them to conguer their opponents with greatest cruelty. Thus
the Oba of Benin became tyrannical; human sacrifice was practiced
at larie. His men ruled other people in his name. In spite |
of  the fegr of whitemen 1n‘their place Benin Clty the Ika of Agbor
could not submit but continued to resist againsi any form of
cruelty that where they met fighting ensued until the arrival of
the British in 1901 - 3906 to Agbor kingdome.

The people of Agbor bhave passed through ycars ol ruthlessness,
human sacrifice and slave-dealing; she is alive and never

' conguerred.
"~ Por purposes of war Agbor was divided into four divislons

such under a war Chiefs.
1l. Ogbuobodo; 2. Iyuse; 3. Orzomor; 4. Uboh
There are scveral officers, Oluoiu, incharye of village

warriors. The Eze A bor 1s the coumander in Chief. iithen Agbor
warrior killed his enemy during tribal conflect he was honoured
in lew but in civil confliet he was charged as a murderer to die
or pays rensom Jkuw Qcuw. "In civil war the fighters were allowed
only to caputre cr wound his opponent. But if en Agbor citizen's
blook is shed by a neighbouring tribe 1t meant Asbow was invited
10 wage war. Thus Agbor hed storics of past ware dboth civil and
tribal but the mosi recent ones which showed examplcs or thelr

military might may be quoted.

(1) Qube=Nmug=-Pein and Orta; Ogbe-Nmuw-Doin and Orta fought
because Orta villager encroached upon their farmlande. after
all Orta was subju.ated resulting 12 captured, two killed, many
wounded and their houses weore eet on firc and looted before
police and the adminisirative officer with Zze Agbor came into

the scene to calm the riotere. Some were arre¢sted and charyged
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apd fined eache In 1937, the governuwent surveyed the area in

dispute and peys fixed as boundary demarcation Lotween them.

(11) Agbor and British apureesion; After their Benin looting
n

expedition in 18597, British patrol to A bor took place in 1300
and Agbor District administration was established in 1901. The

Officer to open the Ofrice-cnme and he wes accompenied by Bini
Chiefs -~ honoursble Qsula and others as hosts and they were given

lodging nccording to Custonary B@Edssliy hospltality in Aubor
kingdom. Mr. I.T. Palmer {Agbor friend) was present who inspired
the Obl Dein to send his sbns to School at Benin, The Obi sent
ihree of his sone nam;ly: Adajic, Idemlje end Abaje amon. othersj
the prices werse yglven sach a page.

jhe people of A boe were not pleased with the prescice of
the Bini Chiefs becauge of their arrojance and treachery bcrore

the British came both were inimical to one another aficr they
have buried elii¥e 4O Binl warrlors passing through Agbor defiantly
to wage dar agjainst Oburuku for revenge for Adesua murdered by

Eze Oburu. The soldiers were asrrestede At that time too the
people of A bor have begun to think sbout war with the British
interference and their followers. But when the cutrage burst

at Owa domsin that the Officer incharge of the District was
hurdered by a younyman nemed @@ Jete Agbor henchmen could not
maintein neutrality but the Obi and hie Chiefs warned them against
fighting with British on account of his three¢ eons at Benin
government School whose lives would be at danger if war is

declared. However, British soldiers attacked Owas and during the
operation Agbor wae warned salutarily with burning oi their houses.
when the news of Agbor at War spread the Okpalam Werrliore came

as voluntecrs they met the soldiers suddenly so they were horribly
killed. Hitherto, near river Iyilama on the south flmnk of' Agbor

the soldiers met with stubborn resistance before Agsbor were
warned to desist and not long they entercu into Owa and overthrow
them; the king and his chiefe were captured and exccuted.

(121) 500 2rd THAREE 1 banki wae beseiged end couquered in 1895
‘for the venygeance ¢f Chief Ozomor of Agbor murdered at Igbenkd.

% The world was convinced that ubenoba made their yoke heavy and

for his high handedness his innocent Chief Qzomor wus made
a scape sgoat. but after bloody conflicé and s¢vere resietance
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they surrendered. Their leader named hmorka of Idumu-iru escaped
to nwhohimi he was pursued by henclmen Omoroje hmor, Aghaolor-
Osbupinkpa, Omolé—~Atibaza and Useyl Okpukponga. He was foreed
to die and his heac brought to Agbore. I.banke pald raunsom for

. the Agborman killed named Irabor LEybe and the orchu paid were

arowohe and uumedia. The people of Iybanke resumed their loyality
to kze Agbor until 1916 when Eze Aki pledged to become Benin

Aduinistrative.subject, because ot the past war a_ainst them.
L. AUBOR AND EGBUDU AKAN- AGHA IKOH:

Bygbudu akan was in Agbor domain but because for the intérnecin
war caused by their chief Irolh when he disobeéyed 1o surrender a

murderer by name Os.alion to Agbor supreme head according to custom
for triml. It was bitter fight. The Obi's legion devastated B

Bybudu despite that the inhabitants resited very strongly,
climbing the roof of their houses to prevent Agbor warriors from
burning them. At last they were defeated and the murderer was
forced to comilt suicide¢. The rulef of Egudu fled to waylay

the return of the Obi of Azbor with face to fuéa cutlass t'ighte.
Iroh hinself was as a brawe man as his master 0din kze Agbor

rupularly known as Enwun—azba-Ebuw. Iro trell, the King 0din
told his bedy guard to remove him to Ekuku for Uboh to sive

him treatment because Iro as Eze igbudu was always & victin

for the buriel of kze Agbor. Later, Iro becamse a leper through

the. wounds he sustained frem the Kingls Ada - sword, called Umuozo
and not unlike Arthur's Excalibur in legendary powere.

when @dih slept with his fathers, Iroh could not be used
for burial of the King he being & leper. ZLater, about 1311 Iroh

died unsung and unwept.

5. AGBOR AND UMDRU MAGIJI AT EKPOMA ISHAN S
The muslim crusader wished to establish muslim faith in

Ika accordinyg to Nupe gazatte; he sent messaye from Bida to

kze Agbor of his 1ntending visit. But later on, it was learnt
from Ishan rulers that an invader was fighting at Agenebode and
Adbede4but Agbede wae tough for him to conguer. On hearing

this, the collaboraté with the traditional invisible signal bird
crying‘pightly for an approach of danger with prophesias &8y of
wen ana womegg Agbor was leanders met and despatched a good number

ot abled men of war age 1o Ishan rulers in order te help them

prevent the invader from conguest.
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with the arrival of Agboe warilors the enemy soldiers made no
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more advunces. Umoru kagiji tled at Ekpoma in 1844 whe;ﬁ\lshnn

and a,bor forces met to vanguieh the foe.

The muslim gener:

reireanied not only that bils men, horses, donkeys were killed\hnd
captured so much but news cawe to him that his house at iida
cought r'ire and damag ed by and from uUnKHOWIl CausSes.

Agbor warriors returned with many captivchhorses and donkeys

which the Eze agbor distributed te his friendly rulers in the'

kingdom. At that time Agboe shere of intluence extended to

rRiver Niger and iboh including Kwale.

Some of the captives,

Wy
we=¢ returncd becsuse of their bad attitudg f'rom Onitcha-Uibo,

I1sele-Uku etcs where those of (Onitcha-Uybo were stored at

Ununede later driven to Agboe where the Obi kept them in

Oybae=Nmuw-~-Dein farvland known as Emuhu.

the muslims soldlers gradually spread the muslam religion

in Ishan territorye.

The remainants of

Some returning Agboc soldiers cameé to establish at Ekpun,

Awta, Oligie and Mbiri and Iiamozun as Agbor buffer state.

Sons

of roruwer Obis wore ccnt to be governors and viccroys of any

halSidid oA oG AN 4D 0.9 SGall aemed
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village 1in A bor kinguom, thus Eze Orta by the

SO abhe

S
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son of Obesawins

Ogviade in 1050, Oligie by the son of aAdigwe in 1698, Mbiri by the

son or Obano in 1820. Itamozun by Okor-eduali named Etuokwu of

N,

3

Iho.bae but withdrawn when Iiamozun was burnt down by Ogbs-hmuw-Déin
in 1885. The villuge of Ekpuyvwas wrongly spelt Ekpon.

a soldier from Agbor to war in Ishane.

He founded this village

Ekpun was

amony other ethmic groups. His wife was a etrunge woman who

could neither speak Ika or Ishan properlye

By thie maunier her

orrepring adopted a medley tongue of Ika and Ishan for the Ekpon

dislect. The Zed Eze Ekpon was tributary to Agbor until the

whitoemen came but now under Ishan administration.

6. AUBOK AND ITAMOZUN:

;

/

Itamozun wae village between Emuhu and Mbiri. The iillagers

practised highway robbery, trader and travellers complained so

ibat His Highness Obi Oddin sent to warn them from Further

molostation. wsfter souwsiime taey learnt of the Dein's tour to

Ununede 80 they planned to waylay hime.
) o-oo-/77o

when the Dein was

/'/
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soin_ they waylaid him but not harmed. e the news rcached
A_por, Ojisi ot 'Acbornta with his f'ew men was despatched by the
war off'icer Lo _o and return the king.

but 0jisi returned rrom the way and said the road vas blocked -

by 1ltamozun plunderaes. hen the news reached O_be-Nmw-Dein
guarter the Iregwal became annoyed of his sen's p1i_ht and
informed the Ulotu to swuon the youngmen to _o and escort vack
the Kin_ r'rom Unuriede. The Omordon the Olotu ordcrecd the

buslers to climb the palm trees and blow the trumpet clarion call
and that was done, he swore that the king must return to his
palace unuer any circumsiances today.

It was about @wo o'clock in the at'ter-noon and before four
the younguen have _athered and marched forward to Umuncde and
to meet and bruise tae buccancers. They passed through without
obsiruction on reaching Umunecde they san;; tiils war-song
'achoko Nwannem'. 7The Dein on hearing the sound of his wen
bugle he jot up from his scad and saw them marching towards hin

with joy marched into the column of' the crusaders. theg after
&8 saluting the host marched back home on reaching the way to
Itamozun villa_e three-fourth of them reachini entercd Itamozun
and set f'ire on tihelr houses and drove the inhabitant into the
woous with cruelty. <Conscguently Itamozun was laid destolate
til1l today, thus sowc oi them escaped to Lbiri, smulhu and other
neiginbourin, villa_.es to'whiqh they disperescd.

7. AsBOR AND AWUA (ABSVO):

Apbor warriors took ‘ven_carnce on Awuw because they kKillgd au.

A_bor woman when she born af twin babics which was a taboo in
Awuw. This atrocity culminated scrious invasion of Awuw in ihe
reign of Obi Odin.

fhc people of Awu did not resist so gpuch but bze Awuw
A quickly sucd for peace inorder to avoid bloody war. Te said
he would come to Agbor with a fan instead o:r armour and jave
hig beautiful dau hter Okunya to kKze A b2r beelde the men and
wopen already kidnagpcd and sold. #The Obi betrothed Okunya
to his knight Osunde the Owach for his bravery and falthfull
spandmother of Chief J.:r. Obusch

gservice. The woman is the
the Owachh of A_bor. Shc died in 1941.

6. OuuES~NLU.-DEIN AND OGEE - ET0x HOUP:

the O:be-stor is a community of three guarters in aA_bor

ceees/T6.
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Ime=-0Oci. <hey and Q_be-humiuw-Jein clashed when the latter's women
were ascaulted by bawu—bxe Lawily. Aiohtin. ensured awd a . an by
nawe lrabor ljeruwa was shot with bow and arrow; he died af'tcr tfour
aaysse. e Obi and Council called on O_be-hmuw-pecili Lo surrcender
tne murdercr bul tiey rerusca.  They sala thie wan did not die on the
gawe desy obul the Ubl insisted :d tacre was a Lreak down oL law
aua oruer in the adidnisiratvion orf a_bor.
Alter a long time the Obi took to voluntary exile to his

PO . . oy s
woticr's howe town okuwazi. lic was be;_ed to return before
Oube~hnuw—Dein people a.rced to surrender the man, Mmorka nowele_.we
and was told to take hbs I'cct off the _round to end the disa rcecment
between theuw and Obl and council.

Y. ABBOR ARD Ballli: Agbor and Eenin have had series or siinple

waroefore wue to social and political or iueolo_ical difi'crences.
“hic binis were seltish and rround because of 1 he whitemen behind
who pave tuem I'ircarms and stcel weapone with which they over-ride
tiheir nei.hbour states and encroached upon their heritaie. It joes
without sayin. that A_boe at certain pericd fell under Eenin
yoke artcr the adivent of the Portusucsec which declined two centuries
later .ith the decay of trade. A_boe constant revolt drained te
city of re.nin into ruins. 4.bor dare not tolcrate such undue
influence eventhoush they have no rirearms but determined to live
witiwout oppressidn and tribute to a kin_ now oo thelr own man.
An that was why there were constant wars and skimiehcs which
degopulatea and ruined the City oi benin.

Thus slgo we read tie story told in 1702 by Lr. ¥. aswoury
Palbot the kesidcnt of penin Province in the Peoples of Southern
Li_eria vol 1. that the Oba of Benin had killed two of his lords

for their over-_rown riches and the third man who stood on his way

was timely warned and accordin_ly took his rli_ht to A bor Ior
protection accompanicd with three fourths of the Eini inhabitants
vhowever tradition confirms the story that the fu.itives were
feceived upd absorbed into lkea society by A Loy surprome council -
(Daviu van Nyendael).

At another time 1778 - 1787 the rrench cagtain J.r. Landolphe
stated that A bor revolicd and was conguaered by the Ojomo.

Acbain in 1895 in the =zame book that spbor rebelled a_ainst
Sini rule and expedition was about to _o a_ainst it but in Decembor
actin, Comnsul seneral Fhiilips decided on peace mission to benin.
well it _ocs without sayin: that before such time 1895 the people
ot a_bor have heard rumours of Cba Oscmede's invasion which made

..7.../79.



L
' -7y -

thew frepare very stron ly a_ainst th. Jwédew inveder. Stirmishcre

werc sent to the wost isportant strate.y points viz: skuku {(pis Sun_ 1)

covering olidinma and Usoni_ie or Urboni_be and the flank of Qwa Ik.xc

near Loonoba zenin Road. At lon: last Oba CGscucde came Lhrou_h

Sakgoin anu he was encouwntcered at the spot of Usoni_ue by A3BOR

warLrlors i ~th his

the cowsana oiff _enc.al ssimo Ubo. Oscwede

Weary troop was compelied to retreat. wnany kolled, wounded and

cagturcus. @ the ten wen I'vom Uson Villa_e swon_ the capiive be_ged

i Aa_bor dialcel werc sparcd fuiw tWie cay bears

2@ in [Bini
lan_ua_c¢ I be Uson or I_be Urho doors. Thus the widicle ar song
isee © De 4.

turthermore, Lr. Jacob.u. k_harevba in hie history o ei

i
3tates' that the Gba built a war camp {(Eko) at a villa_e called

Obadan and ordercd cvery town and village in his domain Lo send him

soldiers. Over ten thousand were recruited and staticnced at Obadan
to be trained so thai they mi ht be uscd in A_bor and othe, campal.ns

which he proposcd fto undertake'. Ii dBIW the story be true, yeoi

A_bor is a fortrees ci' two rivers Ohiomo ard Oro_odo that no
cnemy could enter to ©iijht in addition fto another barricrs such as

the inpenetrable forests, unbrid.ed rivers, lon_ distenpe betwecn

A_bor and Benin which had made war somehow impossible fto hoth.

Taak mi_ht be why it took a lon: fiwe Tor the Oba 1o decide an
expedition to A_bor ai'ter the murder of Adesua a Bini dauxsel by Eze
Ubuluku aboutl 1750 when A

ainst Ubuluku and they were buried alive

Lor agprechended 40 henin warriors pasein

sceretly to wa_c war a_

in obedience to Ika law Lthat no tribe could defiantly arran_e¢ their

varriors to pass through another tkibe or town Lo war without
impunity. I e Oba of renin had intended to recruit ien thousand
soldiers rrom Obadan or Ibadan surcly the Ikas with their brothers

in the cast and west or the ni_cr viz the Aros, the .Abams, the
Ckas the henchmen of asaba, Oswashi-Ukwu and Ubuluku could ncver

bc silent to see A_bor perish by the Fenin cangpaliin.

10. ALEOR AMD UuOiKa: The earlicst known A_bor war was the one

a_ainst U_boeka when they rebeilcd. At that tinc ihey werc under

the sway of the Obl of A_bor. Thcy served hilu with specitied class
o the bush anfual meat they killed. U_bocka consisted ol six

villa_cs. .hen they diecontinued with the cult serviccs A_bor

besic_ed them.
There & lad naned Iduu was captured amon_ others. Iduu was
a son of an A_bor woman f'rom Ozara; hec was kept by the Obi. He
_rew to marhood before he lef't the palace to look for a livin_ and
in his adventurc as a hunter he rounded the spot we called A1i or{Obodc
ceesdf80 -
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Iduw (hernin City). ror many centuries the

¥

lace sears his name
until rortu_uesc came and it was chan_ed to this name =ini.
fradition says Iduu was the G_iso in title, so famous in our atutuw
ilu literature. His wire was an Aleshin. Houever O_iso re_ime was
renarkable and very historical. U_boeka was over-run somc took ref'u ¢
i the vicinity Isoko, now ~wohi_bai, U_o, awu, U_boko, Ewoso at i
alt latcr date gesga pcerhaprs curing w.d alter piri expansion in the
loth century Ad.

Uobo-Ika situates wn the soutlh wuwi was descrived as thc rarmland
o lthne lka recople or the farmland oiff our wother who lived at Okl
ai'ter the death o O_elle althou_h tradition said CG_clle did rnot
die in A_cor but perhaps in the west (lle-Ire) ror whosec towb carly
A_bors went on pil_rima.e to his tomb for cult scrvices. It _ocs
without sayin. that A_por too at certain periou wuas undcr icini yoke
but revoltcd and liberated long before the pinil hassacre of 1897.

1 have enaed the stories of wars and bloody wvceds wilh those:
or' the pyrimitive ages. Today like in the past there are wars
everywherc., Huwan nature hes not chan_ed and war is power-nolitlic.
kan remains a political snimal: for war is incvitable. All we
nced is pecace by the drade of sou.

(d) DOMAINS:
1. 4A-bor Ime-0ti — Fop 23070 in 1952: A bor Ime-0bi ig the scat

of the Obi bein, Eze Agbor; it couprniscs:

(a) O_be-nmuw~Dein including the Obieze, Eoji-Boji, O_be-
Isoiban, Oriru and Idumu-A_bamise called Idumu-~mtor.

{b) Other guartcrs are Iho_baec, Obiolihe, O_be-Isorc,
Oube-Iwase, Ihaikpen Ohumere, Alirekede called
O_be-ntor;

(¢) bBmubu, skuku, Alidilma, Obli ldabon with others;
ii.clueive.

Tae communities around Imeobi callea I urc cowgrising of
Asbornta, Cki, Alihagwu, Idwnuoza, Ozarra, Idumeni, Bwuru, Alia_wa,

Aliorkpu, alisimie, ~lihami, Alisor, Aliorzonpr and Omumu are
the fountain heau of A.bor Imeobi, and form A_bor council. Thus :

hr. Lacrac Simpson Administrative Orficer ,_bor 1333 wrote in the
Intclli_cnce xeport that "the A boec cidan of thec Ika speakin; peopile ;
ie wholy contained in A_ber district and there are no other tribes
permanently residing i the district."

He further declared that the 4_bor Clan is capable of
developin_ along its well or_aniscd villa_ c counclls and its full
representative clan council forks an admirable machinery for a rcaJ'<§
broad clan administration." ‘\ /7
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the ori_ in orf woii-poii char.ec or the ancestors antiquities, wedicine and elri_ies.
Prior to the out-break of .Jar in the district as a However, the pricstly power of Oriowor warncd whon BEboka or

rcsult or the wmurder of the District Officer at Owa in 1306 the Dien became the cmrperor ou the weoplc Thus we find
34 Lo 39 r DAC . Lnue C n

aATOS - o Y —~Ro S - v v T i 3 T - i o+

area now called .~oji-Boji was A_bor farmland. zut arte the Oriowor the sanctionery amon; other traditional xin_wmakers

gsoldier barrack was built necar the Oro_odo streams the wives of called okwa snmanze, namely Ircgwai of Nmudein fandly, Bzc
soldicrs and stran_er: were .iven 8 site to to stay and a market Alior_or of Alilsimien, I_bokoje of Alihiagu, Owach of

£ ' - i SE 1 3 - ' i 1 " { npemind - o1 ST e
opened for them with elouihiter house. fhe place Soon boComes Ihaikpen and Ovia Olihe of Cbiolihe (prewinister). After

O ) . ) the deat: ' Noc The 1neor . iniSie e e d - N
infested «ith vulturce that the native called it Idumu Udcle cath of Nzc the pecoplc of Ominijic revolted because
Agbor 1_idi did r.ot permit them to carry his father's corgse

that ie vulture placc. After sometime the namec .as chan_ed to ) . . . )
buciz to OUminijie village for burial according Lo custou.

coju-bBoju lastly Boji-boji @B¥ derived rrom the Yoruba word w@dn::p
Wlasih raceg. It was sald that wienever soldicre .ent late to

Upon tais deadluck Ominijic . cople renamed themsclves

. . L . ; A_bornta in protest as the aifairs chan_ew and .«._por=X_idi

worg£ their e¢xcusc to their orricer was tiney went to wash their © L e : = : - -

becawe s _bor-Uku. A_bor buriecd his fatier on the spot called

face in the stream -3 ;

h = ¢ strean. lhunze (xin,'s cemetary). fhus the funcral of L.ze connotes
Al'ter some ,cars the natives of A_bo: and Owa be_an L. S , . (., . a7 X

) the Csihezi ;cstlvallddnot1n¢ fricnds cutside because his

to live with the stransers ror cconomic rcasons. In 1526 fanily Oxinijie cculd not come to the funeral ceorcmioy.

Cwa and A_bor who resided therc iell out on account oI tax Alterwards the two fawilies A_bor and Ominijic (~lias

payment. The dispute was taken (o C T and arter war Lhe L. | : . . Y :
pagment. The dispute was taken to Court wi rter wards the A_bornta) reconcileu coalesced in a united farily with a

arca was diviued into two pasts one side for A_bor and the .
- commen 1ldea.

other side ror Owa through the trunk road; and cach be_an R . s NP
= e © ' : >t ¢ <* In A_bornta there are four _reat families -~ Oruc, aAdjei,

to collect taxes accordin_ly from the people in their side o . . . s . .
cet te - beop ' : sbwel and Udua, known as their shrine, Of these Udia came

Boji-Boji is now an Urban township orf the Ika Division N
20J4 o v © P o * late as a rcfuscc.

A bornta, Population 1452 in 1552 Ceneus ) (a) rhe oldest man in Oruc is _ieated with the title
. g y . inijc ie ) AdRe . B . ‘ A

Acbornta formerly ealled Orinije is the cradie of A_bo: Oriowor Oken-BEze 3 -o;é “*'k'gpéklgu”ﬂ

Ika civiliasation. There Ogelle or O_anc lived as the _reat (b) In O_bc-Adjeci the oldest mem is _reatcd with the

priest or patriarch. As the ancestors be_an to increasc title Eri_e.

they founuwed Alisimiern, Oki, Ozara and other placcs. in Zbwei the oldest wan is jreated with the title

Tradition is mute as from where the ancestors came, and ari_be and im O_be Udia as the Udia, Oriowor is the senicer

ol tiie elders while Ojisi of all A_bor title holuer presides
whether by a single femwily or by wmi_ration, no onc knowe.
. . y - N o » Liie i cheir vi ol in;se Durin_ thc rei_n of
+4¢ believe we obelon. to the I_bo family of pcopls because of over tiwem in their villa_e mecting D < A
cur langhaue and customr are very siwilar. ) abenoba the people of A bornta mutinised ajainst the king

Al the cs » rc ar amed hze wiio we . N . ) .
alon,, the ancestors was a _reat man named hze v request L'or boye Ior g his servants, the people attacked

e tolu f cd Ll srot . 1 i he named "A_Dbor'" which . . R L s . - A :
are tolu founded the spot of Imeobl he nd - him and in it the Obi killed their leaders with pistle. (n

3

- . N b aele al cer for his sor, the 3 i i
weans a ramily citadel, as a shelter for his sor, reven_e asliorkpu men went and Zilled nine Imecbi men and women

becrud.ed vietor or the proverbial lcolo contest. It 1s in the farm road. 7There was deadlock until Lt. Paluer caze
surrounded by nuwerous villa_ecs and towns, the Ika sion.

v and the dispute was scttled.

' e i of years atriarchal rulec ot 0_clle and lze : T

After hundred of ycars the patriarchal r = nd 0ZAkA POPULATION 3302 in 1952

\

3 was replaced by Oriowor who is crested Oken-kzc, creat Kine. Ozara, the eni_ma of cur history is near toe river
Throu_h years of achievement and revolution he led the social Oh@icmo. e People of this villa_e velon. o abor in the
affairs of the land later became 'Orbonpon‘ a pricst in comity; or the Ika trice. They spcak a different lanua e

seees/B2 B which is neither Ika nor Bdo. .e belicve Iduu the Ffounder

e -~ R : S , B /383
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or the gpresent .enin City was en Ozara man (Ozalite;.

Benin history t£lls us tha. Oba O_iso wet sone people to

now E owe their lsn_ua_e. Je believe that Ozara lan_ua_e
ig the lanjus_e¢ of the Cirst inhabitants ol this arca.
he word Ozara in IkKa dialect wmeans ogen ficld.
Czara and Al bor have the same social life. ie wvorship
\ N\ ~ ~
Cse (@%OL) in a traditionsl tewple known as L _be Osc shrinc
which conmcmorates the tine Qese visited us in the shage of

2 boy riduen with yaws; thnou_ch a nysterious ola s,

Osc agprearcd tirst ii: ithe Qbleze A_bor but fear oid not
allow the Cbl 1o sce him; secin_ Obi's weainess he disagpoared
ang appecare: at Oaara in a tattered cloth at Iduru Iwan
guarter. Jhen he saw a woman drawin_ water f'rom well, he
agked her for water to drink. The woman in a awibls manner
told him "sorry" that she is under menstruation flow, she

cannot give him water to drink nop food to any men as she 1

n

pirit man went away and came to sce a pan

‘_.
e
=
[¢]
0]

uniclean. So

~ NN
and his wif'e sitting in Orqu,hc Osc

5

to drinlk; the husband told his wife to _o and Tctch water

for the man to drink. After drirking the water brought by %c
5@ —pb&, el gl e prea ™

wii'e in a clean calabash rlate (L ha) the stran_c man told

the husband with his wif'e to follow him thither. They

cbeyed imglicitly. J&Dna they reached a spot the 0ld man

Osc halted and nade si_ns and the _rasses and trees pejan

to rall anu clearcd ma_ically. ©Phere came wmany people before

the old man whosc appcarance and acticn was and

tuey reared to spcak clearly the Ika A_.or tonr_ug Ior which

{raGition says they spoke wminimini tom_ue 1.c. mixed dialcct:
next tuin_ he 4id wheiw the Bze A_bOr cauuc wat to _ct

an e_bon stick and a small pot of water which he rlantcd with

the vot by it. He saiu, this is a cor.venant for love and

pcace between you nd me and I will be oith you ror cver but

rear e eT ST nd
meke sacrifice .ith a «hite youn. GO« year after yeor and
Ac T .t 3
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With dance anc doxolo_y, that ithe yesr oo the mzo

ooat cone
scnd a ran like wue in a Kin_ly stire knoun as Kwan®mo vith a

white youn_ sbe _oat acconyanieu «ith dancec and iovolo vy in the
oloy dn th

& mannelr.  Bach year, the Obl _oesg there *o worsehis in the
. . N & N\
ghrine no.n &g i_ce=Csge

Hitherto, Ose cstablished an Altar with an s_bon tree snd

€
a small not of water Jor us his _ecople to worship Him with. he
oobon is ifasortaly It would not _row or dice despite rain and sun.
4ll other trees by 1t _rew bi_ snd whithered, from over a thousand
years a_o f'or ihat we cannot ima_ine the ori_in of s_bor less
than the Christian era.

Durin, the auniversary the Oheren Ose (lhc hustend with
wis wife) spreys the water or the swall .ot (hwududu) inkto seven
alabasgh vesseles with chalk awd odon leaves which the seirvants
carry to eprinkle in to every house in 4_bor Ime-0bi ror e
remiesion or their sins. :thIirst touch Obieze, then other
doomiayee Jthey r.turn io Ajeh's Douse. 1he Obl worehipe it and
wwa~nowo in alternative years accom.pany him with dance and
doxolo_y .

ozarra is the kecca or Jeruselen of A bor. ‘therec we have

~ NN~
the chalk winee upon which Ose stepied: Nzun Wunl Czara chikeg

1l=4=37 Qhalk muchLbzalitc rich? Chalk has priority as it is
used for medicine, food for blessin for sacrifice drinking,
paintin:, rubbin_ ard other thin_s of life, sold as a couw.odity.

vhe Chief or Ozara is title/0Ojiei, a wember of Or_wa kdichien
A_bor also a war leader (captain). He is rcsponeible for

assewblin. the populace ior pcace and ware. The gusrtcrs in

Czara are lduvu-iwar., alicebi, Ali-Ibodo, Owerre, Icumulchsa and
Owuwu. <hese villa_es guariers did not establish one tine or

by onc ancestor but tucy form a unificd entity of Ozarra. At

ceess/85
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or & win_'s dewisc, but ouly tic rceturn of hils corpsec to a
particular cuamber enroutc to Ihw Lzc. s'rouw this runctiorn, thc

curator is known as Orborbon awon_ the royal physicisns o the

Iwasec socici,

<

Herce Ika the rirst lady of our land thc awinble wire oi O_clle
the Patriarch lived in the Idumu Ika quarter, and her farmland
A ) . . .. karcl
reopled by U_bo-lka Cowiunity. Here too onc Uwaul or U_hecde weeamgd
nriest was & belicved to have slown into the sky with both bouy
and soul by the power or medicine identiricd .ith I.ase cult

in thosec days. He had bils funerdl rite gerformcd in advance.

Je are told that when U_bo Ika peopls rebelled Idua their son
was captared and kcpt under the zlema Oki who sent hin 0 kzc
Apbor for service. Arter Iduu had becowe a wan he left Lthe palace

g Ny YN . (R .
ard wvas said to have founded Alih Idud now inappropriately,kenin

City. Our tradition saye that many centurics arter the Oba or

Bernin was _iven a _irl a Gau_hter of xlema Oki and il vas she
AN NN

that ve_ot O_uwn Lor ihce Oba of Benin. C_uwn {(wadicine) reigncd

witn the title kEware as the Oba or O_.iso of Ecnin.

1. 1937 surveyers Irom Benin City came to Oki bush trying
to pe. between Oki and Isoko or Bwahi hai (&Zdo speakin, people)
the people of Oki rousented this and fijhting ensured betwcen
them and the surveyors who they said erncroached ugorn their land
but the powers thst be made the people of Oki to suifer
impresonment arbitrarily. After this Okl two was found necar
the disputed area to prevent rurther gncroachment. Oki consists
Oxi-Uku, Idumu-Ika aund ldumu-Ekpeka. The Chief of all is

Ekuagba or mlema, and sits in Ogwa Ndichien Agbor.

\ N - W “ ~ ot
5. Alihéaju or Aliha u Pop 1485 {1952)
This villaze was probably established af'ter tyrannical rules

©or : ing since the inhabitante pamcd theiF place Alihagw
ol rormer kKings, ﬁv A JBtas 5
which is meant man's home shall ever cxist on carth. Thé\>1anﬂk)
quarters ars the head familiee of Idumu O_beah, Idumu Iwaise

and Armahia. But a secondary etymolo.y came about thus: Ihaju

\ ! .
was Obi Nmordu's mother. After her son defeated his brother Udu,
he became mze A_bor and sent her to live at the outskirts of

Imegabi A_bor. f“he orijinal r.ame of the villa_:c was cont'used
to hie mother's nrame Ihagu. She was given the lLghasun Janster
bouy—-gzuard to keep her Irom the attack of his enemiecs. ithe

auty ol Ichasun gangsters is thereby reformed instcad of other
villa.e youngmen by turn it is assigned to Aliha_u alone which
is carried oul when there is emergency and auring Usihiszi
t'estivity the palace, houesecs and strcectd are guarded a_ainst
lewlesenecse. veees/87.
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Lo dangcrous weapons arec allowed to be used by them, odhcr than

harmless ones to Keep peace by right only when "Oloma' is proclaimed.
O}loma means nobody to come out to ssc (i.c. curtew).

Joacn Iduiu~U_be became unreliable and dengerous Asbor council
of elders decided to transfer the Ichansun duties to Aliha_u about
1522 AD. The head or the villa_e Idumu Ozbech was _iven a rceponsible
title I:pokoje by Nmordu and made a kinysmaker, A new Obi pays

curtesy visit to O_beeh shrine to reccive blessin:.

6. pBwuru Pop 363 in 1952 Censusi

Bwuru village lies outskirts of Imobi the clan headquarter.
It consists of thrce gquarters: Ewuru, Idumueni and Idumuoza.

It is believed that the villa_ e was establikshed by tradecsuen
probably before Owuuwu the _reat ascended on A bor throne about 1311
AD. The ancestors of this village were noted for clay vot making
tinus the saying Ewuru orkpuite Jjust as Idumu Oza produced bronze
ban:les and state swords. DBut the pol industry colliapsed when
lron cooking vessels camec into use. Here too we itind a famous
iedical home for treatment of fractured bones by Uwaifo's family.
Cases of broken limbs are bein. brou;:ht for treatment from Far and
near and a house ror thc business was built in 19863. To him go our
ungualit'ied collective thanks.

There are four age grades of a,ec parity viz: Orkwa @@ Ukpo
Iirst rade, Orkwa - Obebor second srade, Oluotu _rade and Ikahic

class irom each village. When all the three villages meet in
council, Iyase from Idumuenl is regarued as the governor of them

all, Oki, Agbornta, Ali-Okpuw, Aliagwa, Alihami, Alihazu and Ewuru.
Iyasc is a mcwber of Uzama class in the hierarchy of Asbor Chieftain.

7. Iduwnueni and ldumu~Oza Pop L11 in 1952:

Idumueni became Idwmu-Eni by misuse of the word. Thé orizin
or the two industrial villazes ie lost in memory of thec modern
hietorians. Eut we must remember that A bor has been a place for

refuge througsh her military organization.

ceeed/B8
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Hence we may credit the tale that Owuuwu brought the men who formed 10. ali-Okpuw Fop:
Idunu-0za from the west, and the villace of Idumu-sni of the Ika ali-Oxpuw was the first settlcument to Le Tounded by prince

o o . ) » . ) . Orkpu arter his brotlicr Osceh or Oscbor had defecatcu him in their
indigene joined them in making Ada, kbeni and other ornaments or . 5 ;
coutest ror the throne ewmytied by the death of Gbi ahisama. Okpuw

brass and bronze. ‘ )
aguanaered the lecacy of his step sons (Owobor) Ofien an. nkei

rhere was no blacksmithing in A_bor until recfu.ces of Ishan by the widew Owea, wife of Orinze Ebi A_bor. o avoid trouble he
Wwere absorbed during the rei n of Nmordu @f the immi_rant one s ; s .
. y < ’ abandoned Imeobi with uis Tawily to mect his uncledg Ihami at
; Y
f e 3 . . - T " ~ A .
Lobor of O be-Isere taught many lads how to smith cutlasses((>r,ﬁD Alibami. He acain be.an to suspect Ihami for carryin; his words

knives(.mmah)dolodcd%(akotix @lar)and o on until last fifty years to Imeobi wnere le nad wany enemies and so lei't nis uncle o scek
. 4 (4NN .
) . abode ncarby.
when I bos or Oka and Nkwere smithers of Iron, penitrated into
keanwhile his children began to die and to .veid ine ken and

Ika rold to ply their craf't. Note the differcnce between the

. an;er of his foes he again abandoned it to found another Llace over
bl GR{ el gt ire) o (o) ain abe
honoriric, 0joosun and the proressional Okpu Hzuwn. the river Oro.odo bearinyg his rame Ute-Okpuw beeause of the tfine uats
8. Aliagwa Pop 1487 (1952): obtained from his villagec. Ali-Okpuw betng founded by a prince his
Aliagwa was founded by a captive named aAgwa who was Kept son became a head of Alihami and Aliagwa in the society of Ajbor

vith the *title B i 2ante! o o . tribute
under Oriorwor by the Eze Asbor after a war in Oru country (Kwalc). with the title Ero. His descendants' mats arc used to pay tribute
. X to kze A_jbor during Osih-wzi FPestival ror al seyvants to sit on.
In thosec days eny captive or bondsman was kept to work in the village - ¢ fc val ror roye a
11, Ali=Q r I 2 22):

Chief''s house or farms. Some were used according o the Obi's-sm . i . A i o )
This villa.c was established by a refugee Irom benin City named

bleasurec. Af'ter sowctime Aywa showed his master a plate of' his Ubierc. he was chicr Ozormor or Icuu. accorain. to the chronicle

private carving skill and the master was very pleased with the or the G PiODiEPS or' Benin history (Talbot pa_e 16 Feuple or
Pl .

Southern NivcriQQ the Oba had killed two of his chief's but the

design. He gave him chance and materials to make another. " ’

) @By third man was timely warned and he escaped to Azbor with three
After a while Agwa presented the plate he carved much better

than the first, followed by staves and other offi ies which his guarters of the Benin citizens. Or perhaps his was a tailed revolt.
33 G » C cCad Ve &l FR RO I3

. R . R In either case, the people of A bor rcceived him warmly and protected
master had to send annually to the Obi Dein. “The king praised

him. 2hey made him Ozomor Eze A bor and _ave hinm a place 10 live

the work and loaded, him with presents. Agwa bocame an instructor
near to the palsce.

to many youngmen. fihey began to produce many fanciful art woriks, Ubicre held the first Ozomor title in Avbor/aﬁa>Qaw a valiant
inages and so on. from that time they lived apart as an artists’ man of war (bze-a_ba) and reputable in cha:ms. Eut t he gpeople of
Phidh made fim 4o )

celony honorirically called Aliacwa villa_c. Alisimien rose a_ainst his appointment t?Asupcrccdc their leader
9« Alihami Pop: the warchief Agbaso;qu/formcrly a king. They became repulsed and

Alihami was founded by Ihami, the brotherpin-law to the Obi the some packed away to Akumazi in Ozor-I_:bo areca. Their movement ;
ratiner of Okpuw by his sister Ebigu-Ihami was a zood man, he kept worried the Obi's mind. This powerful man Ubiere told the Obi %
Okpuw his ncphew ehen Oseeh took over the throne. It was irom to be quiect and he would persuade the runaways Lo return peacefully.g

: X ; 3

his place Okpuw built his house not far from his host but later indeed Ubiere went and convinced the indi_ nant mob. ©The Obi and 4
Ihami was suspceted by Okpuw as the carrier of his deeds to Imobi the cldcrs of a_bor thanked the Ozomor and made him leader oif
where he had encmies of his reclative. Alisimien Ozara and Alisor xnown as lhu-Ozowor. ©2ill +thi: day, he -

. . Y . . X y is 1he cTTiON i
However, he was loyal and died the hero or Alihami, as itsf/ 1s the governor. !

Ibiepwai. . ceees/83. A
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Al'ter the re-or_anisation a_bor hierarcy scut his noxt man to
Owa viith lar_c number where they formed a villa_c known as ali-
Uzowor, Owa. Sore Asbor men mostly I'rom alisimic founa a home they
called alisimien in Owa.

pet'ope the pritish came to Ika country the two villa_ecs had
ogen fraternising with s bor. ©The people ol Uzumu were the tollowcrs
or' Ubiere trom Uhi near benin City.

Ubiere rcturned triuvmphantly and the Obi end his nobles praiscd
Ubiere and was promoted as the jovernor of Ozarra, Alisimien, Alicor
and Omumu- thus the origin of the word Ihu Orzeormor whils the other
section was called Ih u Iyase. 4Jhe title name was ncver before the
Bini retfuw.ee came to Agbor and it wvame 1o show tiatl a stran_er
cannot supercede a native in such a gélass of honour and distinction.

50 Oluetu Idumu Eni was appointed to senieor the Orzomor.

12. Omumu Pop 4U9 (1952)

This village came to A;bor protection through Chief Ubiere's
leadership when he peresuaded three for-the of his Benin townmen and
Uhi villa_ers to accowpany him to Azbor.

It is these repucec that introduced sini idecas and namcs into
A_bor, althou_h tihey integrated in A bor society. Thus Ire wal the
oracle or the royal house of A bor is otherwise called lhama as in

Tduu the Ndichien as Odiowers and many of the title nawmecs also

adopted. The Chicf of Omumu is Elema gjreated Ekuajba. He 1s in

the rank of I_haizho in Ogwa Ndichien Agbor.

gome of the repu,ccs were accordingly distributed to I obanke,
boiri, O0lijie, Nmuede and Awuw. Some was left in Iuecobi. But ot
O.an the new comers of Omumu misbehaved and the oracle Bzuku suffered
them that ihey introduced its worship thus gzukw Omumu. These is
a new round Villa_e called Alifckede or artificial, its inhabitants
207 in 1952.

13, Emubu Pop 1,275 (1952)

The villa_e was said to havec been established after the campai/n
in Iehan when Umoru ka_iji wae coming. to Ika to rijht aud convert
thew to muslim faith. A_bor infantry with Isbhan warriors forced
the invaders to retreat Irem kkpoma.

caead/Yl
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The men/ and horscs captured were -istributcd to the Onosies and

U_Do. AL

Obis. uhis tiae the Obi of A bor sent them to akumazi and Onicha-
Ler sometimss, the people of Onicha-U_bo drove them awvay
bgcause they acted difterently. They roturncd to A .bor rrom
whenice they went. they harboured at Mmuw-sde northward wherc
they clashed with their nei_hbouring people. Lue Abor then told
O_be-imuw~Dein elders to habour thew. These wardens are kept on
the rarwm Zonc af'ter Oro,odo Stream. Later, he senl a Cnier in
his rawily to control them with the titlc or Alaza and wmade him
a dividcer in the assecumbly of HNdichien A_bor. ‘hey lost their
muslim faith and becawe animistic thus the Aki Emubu Shrine,
but still rewmeniter the yearly rulani festival in which they loy
one aunother with wip. Dihe same custom prevails at Acumazi where

sane of the captives were also sent. BEnuhu ke mibakala jen Igwere

is the story or the captives from North; probably in ihic Akoran

it is like the Bible's tower ot Babel. The peoplc of rmuhu as

they are nomed have minglcd with 4. bor sociecty for over two
centurics. In 1934-35 the erstwhile _overn.cnt wanted fto _rant
their reguest ror a seperate native court but seeirn; the inadequacy
oi theilr revenue, thelr rcguest was turned down and they were told

to continuc with the A_bor court and cultural loyalty.
1h. Ekuku Pop 2530 (1952):

Acbor territorial boundary can be said A _toh on the South

Bast, Sa,cle River (Ethiope) on ti.¢ South. .Jhen Osecmedc becanme
the Oba of Eenin he be.an to threaten A_bor icr the vencance
or his father who was slain in thc battle in wihich his palace
was destroyed wilh rire durin_ the insurrcction about 1770. In
this fight many Acbeor pecople werc killed and the rumour stirred
A_bor authoritics to send warriors to the biy jungle Ekuku-ulku
because Oscmedc's troop would come throu_h the south flank or
throu.h Ichan on the northward. Parapets were set on other directio:
to await the eneny. Thnus the foundation of A por mXwu or Ekuku
by the various croup of 4. bor villaiers under the conumand of
eeneral Ubolh.

Accordingly Oscmede's army camc and $he cencoumtercd the
formidable A_bor warriours at the sgot alfterwards called Usonigbe
now Urhoni_be wherc he and his tropp vwere forced 1o retreat with
lamentation. «hen the enemy ran back A_bor san; this satiric

war son_s-

vesad/92.
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- 92 - (a) A_bor ixtended Linea es:

Osemecue ya Osemede, Ya Yo

No one can tell the exact dates of the establishment of . the

Nmadu 3 . T . S .
madu meye kola various croupsor rawilies or Ajguor in Awuw, Owa, Ute-0_beje,

Osemede meni ife na akpo ozuwn

. . swawzi, Obior, I_vodo, Otolokpo, kbiri, imuw-izde icha-U_ bo
ka afia hmadu mcye k0la ... aerEESy ! ! POy 2 ! » Onicha-U.
. . . Isele-Uku, Oburu-Uxwu O_washi-Uku, ws2zi, sbudu, Ahawa, Ouitlshg,
Shame 1o Osemede after his noise and boast of invasion. He Lk ; " ; : 1 y
Ota, ¢lijie, I_cankih, mkpon, O an etc. 7There is the fuct
went away like the noisc of market. Man's effort is truly limited. that ma.y or them have A_bor emi_rants and settlers in their
rhe captives were sent to the supreme commander the Eze 4 .b
g i G A DOI'. P ", . ) 5 .
' > widst for in those days or' old persons would ecasily abadon
I6n men rrom Uso beyped and prowmiscd t G v 10 4 bod s N L.
sb vr cd to be loyal to A_ber in tigir homes Lo secek abode elsewhere nearcr to their relatives
rlain and hwsble Ika tongue. UDboh tiic colisander or A_bOr army or fFiends but no person or persons could reside bodly without
MLET - . . . . R . SR c the Vi crs to W c ay alle iance.
ordercd the ten nen to live with the A_bor sclulers thus by the the congent or the villa.. elders to whom he would pay alle iance
se Tt o - X The i i - ha oo oest loyalty oi' the pe ¢ residi
captive nuwber the sopt named as Usoni.be 'ten doors'. The persons the Obi of A_bor had the Lar.est yaLiy ot people re 0o
O A_Dbor origin reciiedn still as the Ika guarter and as the leadership in the areca ot the west and of the Ni_er while the Village
or the villa,e. In the past any or their males found venerable Chiet's mze Alinta received smaller loyalty of the subject
in a,.c was bound to return to O, be-Nmuw-Dein A, bor 1o be installed
. s BN L. X X unaer thei.
as lregwai or Ixii Lwor Ebon as it is ror 4 _bor hkuw and Alidinma men.
suf . . How vs some renecgcdes claimed Benin prestige while
Lany Ajbor.posts cstablished arter this period thesec are Nowedays some = : P =

P L \ s A, he cS ere ; a or . The use of the royal
Alidinma, isimpe Owa-Ajuga, in Alidinma Zone and Ovia~Ikeke ncar the ancestors were Isbo, Ika or Ishan J

L s R h S s IS [ for t mere because they are
Ugoniki benin Road. Ekuku is sstride the wain trade route to the sympol Ada Swords was not for them mercly ¢ \

. 7i 8 e . ieithe 16 f Benin nor the Obi of
Creeks and attracted settlers from neighbourin, towns and villages. Villa,ep heads Reither the Oba o nou the ©

It is divided into three main guarters 0 _bc-A;idi, O be-abantin A_ber had allowed or _ranted Ada to be carried by a peasant.
and O besOkoro. 1These are ajain divided into Idumu or quarters In A_bor kin_dem only Viccr&’s or chiers carry kbeni swords.
founded by setflers from different villa,es. In Ekuku we find wurthermors, persons not of royal blood cannot be @2 eligible
a vertitable cxample of Ika or.anisation. Herc every Idunu is to display mbeni-durin, Osih-Eze festivity but villaies head.
regresented in the villa_e assembly. can ca.ry 1t in_ their place to their council.

5 NEE out 1630/ Qwa and Ute-0Xpuw Pop 6174 («u/
15. alidinma pop 987 (1952) 1. About 530) ég%? Cp! ( §53)

Alidinma is a swall vilia.c situated ri_ht in the Kwale The people of Owa énd Ute-Okpuw are effsprings rrom

poundary nearly tnirty milecs from A bor imeobi the headguariter or Asbor. Owa situates on the south east Ifrom Img—-obi
citadel or the lka tribe. Azbor township. Tradition says Owa was a daughter
It is composed of two guartecrs Imobi and Idumu-kni. rthis or an oracle priesi from Igbo-land and bUS1nG?S
villa_e was rfounded ai'ter A bor and benin war and militantly under (mbien) in the centuries past. After so?ctlmo the
the Uboly the etuolugbu of Ekuku A bor. docdor died leaving his only daughter whe became a
It lies on the bank of river Umoo wihich rorms the trade route wife to a Chief the Ebii of A_bor by name Kiycm. 6@
between A_bor and Oru, Kwale people. N Owa had two sons Ofien and kke. Jhon Kiyem died
AN

the oldest man of the whole village become Onyisl or O_cle, prince Okpuw took Owa as wife. Later on, Okpuw bejan

a dynastic dispute with his brother Osech; at lony
run Okpu was defeated. In the 1litig ation he agquandered &

L he : ' his - s sparked fraternal I
Okwa-Ukpo, the sccond Okwa @3ddd Obe—-cbuor, Okwa obeto, then the the property of his step sons; that spar ;j
conflict with Kiyem's brothers. Okpuw fled to .

Ikahi and otu Ikoro. This rollows the O_bc~Nmuw-Dein patitern. . . . :
In the village council the Onyisi ldumu of all presides. Aluhami where his sister was Ihami's wife. But after

. ,
Beyond the junioer . rades Oluotu and I baniibe @ad class (workboys 12
to L5 yearé\, there are four a e Jrades of whom the rivst is

sometime he be_an to smapcct his warden Ihami who 4
/93 he said was too Ffregqguent to Imeobl where he has
wany encmies of his rclatives he decided teo build

is o . \
his own house. vees/Sl. s
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He founded the site known as Ali-Okpuw not far from Alihapi.
Af'ter some years his children sejan to die very or'ten; he again
apandoned the cottage to live across the streaw inorfler to aveid
trouples and backbiting: or his ememy brothicrs. He was a hunter
andestablished a settlewent or his nawe a_ain which arterwards
described as Ute-Okpuw on account of the mats made therc by which
the ancistor paid his tribute to kze A_bor Lor ihiis royal secvants
to use during the Osih Bzl festivity.

Al the point ©fien was handed to the Obi, while kke and his
mother lived with Okpuw in the uew abode. After sowetime Olien .
retircd rrom the palace of Agbor; he was given benefit of his
service a wire by name Iruo the wistress or the quarter Iruo
known as Owa Iroo. ASs a fawily man he founded a houec nearby
known as Owa Of'icn. It is important to note that the Original

founuers of Owa are OIrspring f'rom A_bor royal houscs because

their ratiier Kiyem was Chier kbi. of Ajbor nobility. Thus Iruo
daughters are virtually Nmuw-Adan Opieze Agbor till today because
Iruo was betrothed to Ofien as Nmunye wife; they purify the palace

betore Osih Ezi is celebrated according to custom.

Ekei the second son of Owa also founded a homestend known as
Owa Eke. .ic are told Owa was an enterprising woman she had many
more children for prince Okpuw the aegis of Ute-Okpuw. She became

a popular mistress or the areca thus Owa Ofien, Owa Iru, Owa Ekei,
Owa Aliro, Owanta, Owa-Alisimi, Owa~Alizcomor and so on
wherever they are. &4ll fraternise at Owa Oyibu as their capital.
Itien having been trained in the Obleze A_bor maintained the
di_inity or selt respect loyallty teo his waster who cenl'erred
on him the title of Awuwe as kze Owa: Thus, Owa was made A_bor
Asylum. From past event any Asbor renegades witch and wizard
not killed were sent there as the asylum, hence we find many
witcherat'ts; wizards and native doctors in Owa well known in
history. Hewcver, Owa Ofien is no nore the seat of the King but
Oyibu. before the arrival of the British Eze Owa had been tributary
to the Dein kKze A_bor. The okor-edualil for Owa was Asbor Chiefl
by name Omorjie-Nmor.
In Aliro the guarter Idumu~-U_ bala family still have impertant

duty to pertorm in the Obicze Asbor perticularly during funcral

cercmonies of the Obi, they beleng to Iwase family known as Ipami

cult among whom were the Orbobon priest of Eze Acbor. In the trail

of' thé Bini expansion some of' her fefugccs fled to A;bor feor
protection on which some were distributed to Owa (sece above) .

In 1892, Gbenoba cauesed the massacre of' QOwa tributaries who
came to his court with oracular priestly dresscs @ondapy contrary

crees/95,
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to custowm; the doors were closed a_ainst thew. but among the victims
were priests orf Orheyen Ute, wiose decath was abominable. A_bor
leaders did not supprt Bein's action and the matter was allowed
to rest bccause Owa be, cd ror peace. Sacritices were made at
last teo a_.peass the an.er of their deity. A_bor supreme cowicil
rcbuked the Obi for the barbarious act.,

In 1926, Owanta and a_bor Alihami and AlieOkpu disputed

about poundary of rarmland between them in the Boji-Boji arca.
Surprisin_ly, the main road frow Eein asaba was used as demarcation.
Suech artiriciality is unjust.
2. awuwWw or Abavo Pop i&éﬁ (1y52) s

Aawuw is a verile community of nine villa_es in Ika trice;

rorig.ners incorrectly nawed thewm Abave. he foundatiown of this
ancicnt pdace could be dated fron the U boika Pu_itives when
A_bor wa_cs devastating internecine war against thew. U_boika was
agbor backwoods including U;boko-Uson, Isoko and U_o. They were
all Ika nationals berfore the penin expansion in the 17th century.
However, the people of Awuw rewmained loyally unswerwed from the
Ixa rold amon_ others in U boika vassalty. This in lka
coumonwealth the Obl or Awuw keeps a veritable court in A bor pattem
are Udomi, I_.boyili, Ekuma, zkuecze mXuoma, Azuowa, Okpe, Obliayinma
and Oyoko.

In the olden days the market at Udomi was the forum or
slave trade, middlement from important towns in I, bo, Kwale, Ajbor
and Iduu met there ror their requirecmcnits. e are told that an
Asbor woman who went to the market delivered twin babies', she
was murdecred because the people of Awuwd considered twin birth
ag pollution of ther soil. Wwhen the repot rcached A bor, arrangencn
was made to wa_e war a_ainst Awuw but Ezc Awu gquickly submitted,
regretting pleaded tfor for_ ivenese and to prevent A bor
Urténsive war a_ainst his people, for that he betrothed his
Sebubdlay dau hter Okunya to kze A_bor; bze A_bor vetrethed her in
turn te Osunder his brave knight the Oweh, the _rand rather of
the present Owch A_bor. As punitive war was averted A_bor made
a chattel or their men and women who were seized and sold as slaves
urntil Kze Awuw concluded a treaty saying it woula be better Ior
him to come to Ajbor with a fan instead of armour i.c. A_bor
vas difficult to enter.

The people of Abave arec consdious of education having elementa
schools and OQle¥dw Charlecs (ollege (R.C...), communal efioris and
priviled.es, lawyers and other professionals.

ceves/90
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3. Buuw-pdc or Umuncde about 1568 Pop 7708 (1958)

This city-staic was riginally named Nmuw-gdc but foreciiners
now called the place Umunede by a kind of metathesis stimulated
by the I.bo word tor patrilinea_c. It was inhabited by prince ée,
A Son or Adigwe, he pre_nated the wife of his father Obi O wade/
and this is an abowination. A4Adi_we did not allow the man to
be prosecated accordin; to lew but was leu by exccutioners out
o’ the town and to the wiluerncss across a sirecam Orogode. This
he did but died suddenly at'ter his sojournment. His sons and

daughtere in Obddience to the law and order of A_ber lived with

him until he did and their names or constitute the thrce guarters
viz; Ileje, Ille and Oban. After their place became well peopled,
the Obi of a bor initiated the senior son as the ayuwe whose
padaece situates in the heart of the town. As time went on the
children sou_ht plenary indulgence from the royal fleurily or

A:bor O_be-Lwuw-Dein wihio had rctfuscd the burial rites of their
father Edc.

Ihe people oi hmuede have the same social lif'e with a_bor

royal family O_be-Lmu~Dein who forbid to eat certain thin s and

certain animal mcat. they obeerve the samec Osiezf Teast immediately

arter the celebration in A _bor.

from time iummemorial the people of Nmuw-zdec have been
I'raternising with Asbor ror peace and war. They obsecrve the name
Osih Ezi festival thou_h not simultaneous but after A_bor had
celebrated accordin:ly to custom so also wihh Igwe. They forbid
thing:s Asbor forbid.

The people arc rot only industrious and loyal, they are keen
in commecrce and education. They have clementary Schools arnd St.
I.natious of leoyola Colleie. There are alrendy sub-post Office,
water supply, cenecral hospital and electricity project towards

making a beautiful townsenip.

L. 4KULAZI POP 5953 (1952)

This villa_e was I'ounded by a recluse¢ named Akuma who

according to rolklore hailed from I_boland. e was a servant
oI kze A_ber but af'ter his retirement he could not trace back

his plece of origin. As he wandered, a hunter from Nmuw zde
saw hiw and brought him to his house where he led the vagabond

back to the Obi t'row whose cowpound he had left. The king
and his . cople welcomed Akuma and his hunter, giving him another

wife to his comfort and returned him with the hunter.

ceees/97.
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aAkuma thercart.r weount back to iils cawp with his wiirc. He
had children and scttlers incrcased that his glace was named
ARUezi i.¢. the home o the _entleuan (innuenao). Howbeit
his wire Leawed Orubor aiias Qluwor bucamc a ponular I'i_urc in
the villa_ec. Dhus ner cponyw Owerre-Clubor in Akumazi .

Akugzi adopted the same or,anization of A bor sgociety
end like other Ika towns kept a veritable Obicze. Long a_o
arter the war in Ishan country sowe of' the captibes sent there
by the Obi irtrouuced tlieir custom or whippin; one another durin_
festival they called "I_buma_bon" like their counterpart of mmuhu
ultimately a Fulani idea I'rom Umoru ha_i_i's missionary war.
fhere are elementary Schoouls, market, postal a_ency, and native
Court of justice. They have prouuced beautiful I ba:.ba including
the motliers of A.bor Kings. ‘“he present ruler is H.H. Osaje, the
name of the first woman in the Ni_erian secnate and first president
of the curomary court is krs. Kerry a citizen of Akumazi. The
mother of His Hi_hncss Ikenchukwu I, the Dein 3ze A_bor is Mburu
ichicn, of Akumazi orihin.
5, Iu:DD0 TOP L0O35 (1952):

fhe founuation of I_boao is dated with the expansion of the

Ika race in the last century. The exodus of hwa Eze Kime alias
Eze Chima led the a_bor scouts and because oi the fine scenery
populsated with natural plants called Iobodo some of toek settlea
aown _theirs aud seme to Onicha-U_bo. The place bears the plant
neme I_bodo Akanm meaning I_bedo is very uscful.

They developed the same secial life wihich is at agbor. Iun
the yecar 1910 a custouary court was built there and one citizen

by nawe Iyeke made an Assessor to attend Courts at A bor and Igbanke.

Iyeke was conferred an Eze title by Eze Agpor in 1518, now among
tiie Ika Kin.s (Obis). 7The missionariecs (C.n.5.) built a School
w.oich has produced illustrious sons and dau_hters of I _boedo on
tizeir journey towns civilization. It congists orf a villaycs
calked Irchbor or FiZabead.lilabor.

6. UTE20JBEJAE POP 2322 (1952):
This clan was T ounded by a hun@ier named O becje the son of

a famous Ika man. ~ithout _ain said O;beje could not have

settled down there if be has no connection with Obior people.
A strau_er mwan cannot do otherwise. Later, other fasitives

I'row the environmwent came in one by one awon, thesc was Oko,

Ujomor's wolier rrom A_bor 1oyal house, thh¢ linca_ec of Cfulue khe
g8
ceees/S8,
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reétired court messcn_cr zoJji-boji a_bor. Nuch cannot wie said of
the villa_c¢ history as ..o reaopd was kept betore. The amenitics
are school, maternity a native court hall and a karkcet. Littlec is
known or tieir achievements but as Ika tiey are choser to the soil
than traaing.

7. OiICIOKFQ FEP 2295 (1952):

The clan or' Otolokpo is a streamline of Ika race and made up of
muw bde, Ute-Okpuw and A bor indi_ene. There is a sayin_ that
Ctolokpo and Lmuw mde nade sacrifice with a ram to stop sun from

setting for them to Tinish the day's work assi_ned to them but
the sun ate the ram and set normally. They si_hed. It tells us
their unity and deli_ence towards works of life. Thus we find
the df'fort or Otodokyo recently menifested in the building of a
na_hificant townhall by self efrort and so the people of Umunede.
The traces of the foundsrs families are none to dispute. Their
population has aptitude of _rowth. Thelr Eze court ie humble wikh
loyal subjcct.
L. IDUKU-ESA POP 2097 (1952):

The villa_e of Idumu-Esa was If'ormed by refugees from scven

guarters (Idumu-Esa) to A_bor owing to her wecll or_ eanised social

structurc in thosc days of warfare, human sacrirf'ies elavery and

mar'e inhumanity to man (which of course continucs). Some said
the seven men were followers of the Chief Ubiecre the Ozowor Irom
Benin vity while others saiu they were rrom the neiphbourin_
Villages and ‘owns after the immigration or the Cnief. However,
the A_.bor supreme council gave them place to settle wiiere they are
as loyal subject of A_bor in Ika.

In other words they have or_anised a peculiar social structure

based on very ancient Ika custom of I_bo he emony without king,
Eze to be the hcaa rather a Jovernment by old man in seniority oof

a_e {(.erontocracy). “hus the Okparan of Idumu-Esa instead or Obi

as it is in other Ika c¢lans. Hitherto the Ofrice of Okparan
is not hereditary from fathcr to his son but by and lar_c based

on parity of aze .rade by seniority.

In some years past a man from Idumu-Esa appealed to the Obi
of A:bor to clect him ag Eze Idumu-ssa but Hie Hilmess Obi
agborbu having secrutinised his request on the line of ancient
custom and tradition retused to elect him. The applicant further
went to the Obi of Owa whe also denounced him. He.ever the people
of Idumu-ssa have lon. detested tiie rule of Oba or Obi and title

gystem.
esess/9,
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Y. WBikl POP 2L78 in 1952

gne villa e or kwi:rdl was founded by hunters wmany many years
a0, by rour friends rrom nei hbourin, lka villa_es. ‘uey are
the ancestorg of the ldumu or ¢uarters in Lbiri; the wost senior
or them was the O_ele in char_ e of the Villa_e sanctuary or the
Ancestors. ‘The Elders sit in order or' seniority in his Or_wa for
civil awties. hese elders arec responsible for their family
af'fairs.

Their social order 1s (Okwa Ukpo Okwa Obebor, and Ckwa Obgtowp.
Below them arc the Ikors who arc responsible for all the labour
such as ovurying of the¢ dead, clearinj the Vills_e roads, war wher
it occurs. There ls snother class kuown as Eze as the head of
the clan. His Orrfice is here@itary from father to his son. EBEefore
the arrival ot the Eritish he was ftributary to Eze A_bor who sent
him there. There is A_riculture farm sstablished by the State

Government, also School Maternity and larket.

The towns that are out of the Ika fold are Olijie, Ota, I banke
O.an, Ekpon, Obior, E_budu-Akan. They still posses Ika lan_uage
custom and culture, but historical chances have alienated them
politically. A case in point is -

IEANKIH POP 14684 1952

This coummunity was called Igbonki or I banki. <“hey belong

to Ika race or the A_bor family. 1©he alteration of Aki {o Ake
was a mistaken deliberation of the youth in the 1946 annual conference
based on the iwmpossible I_.bo ortho_ raphy oi the ametmur F.si. Adans.
Tradition esays the ancestor of I_.bontor was a retired scrvant of

Eze A_bor from Mbiri in A_bor kingdom and not a bought slave. Later
on, a prince named kekuye went there to setile but refused to
acknowled_ e the secrvant as his egual and alighted him a naked
slave or Igbon—otor simply because he was his father's sword bearer.

Therefore, the titles Eze Akih meanin. King rules and or Eze lgon

ueaning slave king beeame a segquence in the community: I bankih.

languaze, custom and religion e.g. the worehip of Ngobu by Eze

Hitherto, I_bankih and A_bor have a common heritage in

Asbor. But in the reign of Obi Gbenoba the peorle of I.banke
murdered Chief Orzomor of A_bor and with this babarity A bor had
no alternative than to besieged thew. Punitive war ensupd and

Ijbankih was reduced to subjection in 1835.
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However, berore the arrival off the British I bankih and
ALbor had be_an te fraternise as eternal friendship and bvrotherhood
shen A_bor district court of justice was established in 1901,
three native courts were built in A bor, Igbankil and Igodo for
all the warrant chiei's to attend sach court in turn week by weck.
The Obi of Acber as the president. ILater on, a son of Bze Aki
appealed to Bze Acsbor to sanction him as ithe overlord of all
mze I bankih., $he Obi of A ber told him that was contrary to
Ika traditional rules and regulation. Eze I _banki was autonomous

in their domain. He theredBter, appecaled to Chief Osula from

Benin to Ogada and his reguest granted but all Eze Jgank
I.banke refused, so the matter of him to own and carry the Ada

failed yet he induced each one after the other to beceome a Benin

citizen. Thus Ota and 0lijie were @ also persuaded in the early
thirties to Beiin native administration as strangers.

/7§
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CHAPTER 51:
ORTA AND OLIJE
POP 1353 In 1552 CENSUS
t is said that two friendly huntcr Orta and COlije founded the

two villa_es arter ticir return Irom Ishan campaign acainst a
nissionary crusader who had aimed at spreading woslem faith in Ishan
and lsa countries. 3Strictly speaking they succeceded partly in Ishan
country bul utterly failea in Ika. However, ag the villa_es devedoped
the COvi of A_bor sent his _randson to Qrta as duke; arterwards the
brave and loyal Clijic was also reco_nized as the Ayuwc or sze

CGlijic. It is the reason why the people of Orta obscrve with the
people of A_cor the ritual ceremony of Osih Rzi at the same season
while Olijie observes theirs later in order to prevent encumy
disturbancc while Orta are in the Tfestival mood.

CHAFER 52:
O3HAN OR OuAN POP 15671 IN 1952 CELSUS

The nampe Ozhan alias Oian significs the den of eleghant where
A_bor hunters found such beasts in the Wildc;hcss cleose to Ohiomo
river, thus the saying "Okeme eyin, ola C_han" meaning affer work
clephant retires to its den.

Tradition says hunters formed the cottaje called Cian. After

scine ycars a native doctor from Ozeigbon Ubulu-Uxku by name Eze

Uxu came there on Lbian business i.¢. as a herbalist. APdey after

son¢ years or toil he died without anybody to inherit his thin,s
or mana e iils medicine with sacriiices but at lon. last his medicine
Tor lack of sacrifies pestilence began to harm the irhabitants of
the villa_¢ s¢ they went and reported the cause and efrect to Ezec
A:bor who without delay contributed a shesp and money to the people
for the appeasement. The medicinc became a shrine called Ezuku or
Eze-Uku~Oyan. The sacrifice continues every ycar till this day.
A story of Oba's son named Ogun came to be a drama in Benin and
A_bor history.

Ogun's mother was an Agbor woman betrothed to the Oba of Benin
in those days of old. T.c woman bore & son to the Oba and redeived
a name O, un meaning medicine. It happencd that O:un disputed with

his half brother about who was to be the heir to the Benin thronc.

As it were O_un had no helper in the dippute so his mother left
the city with her son to Asbor her fermer tovn. The mother was a
dauzhter of an Oki man of Ikpami cult in a family of the royal
physician Nmuw Obonben.
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The mother appealed to doctors and priestes fer help to her son to (b) IKA GRALD AR: - Pronoum:- I/ie, You, He/She, They/Them
be the Gba of Benin. She hanpded O_un to Ohersn szuku (priest). Ogun Limg Iyu, Uwe Enyin <
scrved the pricst very well as a _ood hunter and taught him the Ika #e/Us, binc/my/Our, Your,

d Enyin Nken Nkenyin kel

arts ana science as uibie. Herearter, O un was called back to Benin
to be the Ova. He wenl and became the Gba with the title of mwarc.
He was _rateiul to &Liis warden and ofered hiwm the Ade sword wiich

is yet in the shrine of BEzuku O_an as a token of _ratituae to his
varden. {hus rrom Eware's rein to Overami the mothers o the Qbas
were rostoer wotuers of A_bor people whe by and lar_c sheltcrea them
ag honourable _ucste and received their presents which were shared
to the Oba on the throne.

AFPSIDIA T qLLVw¢44u24
Lectas: |Ka

1. Ohu (Cardinal), ibuw (ordinal) 13. Lmcsator
2

.  sbuor 19. Leetenei

3. pmtor 20. DNeeri or O_hun

4. Enor 21. O hun ni Ohu

5. 1Isen 22. Oghun ni Ebuor

6. Ishiin 2%, Ozhun ni Etor ...

7. &ksa 38. Oghun ni Nmesator

&. sator 39, Oshun ni Bmegsefew Nmetened
J. Itenci 40. Oghun ni Iimiri or Oshunnai
10. 1Iri L41. Oghunnai ni Ohw
11. KNoanai 42. O_bunnai ni Ebuor
12 Lhebuor 43, O_hunnai ni Ztor ...
15. hmetor eee 58. O hunuail ni bimesator
14. hmenor 55. Oghunnai ni Kmitenei
1l5. Lhmeisen o0. Oghun stor

lo. laseishiin 61. Oghunetor ni Ohu

17. ILimesa 62. O hunctor ni Ebuor
63. Oghunetor ni Etor ... 6C0. RKmuwn ni Oghuniri

78. Oghunetor ni hmesator 700. Lpuwn ni Oghun Nmisen
79. Oghunetor ni hmitcnie §00. Xnuwm nai

80. OQghwn Enor 300. ZEnuwn nai ni O_humisen
81. O_huneno ni Ohu 1000. knuwn nai ni O huniri
82. Ochuncnor ni zbuor 1200, lhipuwn kBtor

8%3. Oc¢huneno ni Btor «.. 1600. ITnuwn Enor

98. O hunenor ni humesator 2000, HNnuwn Isen

99. . O hunenor ni Neiteneci 2400. Nnuwn Ishin

106. O hunisen 280C. Knuwn Esa
200. Oyghun Iri 3200. Nmuwn Esator
300. Oghun Nwisen 3600. losuwn Liened
L00. ILimuwn 4000. hmuwn Iri
500. Lnuwn ni O hun Isen 8000. Nnuwn Ogchun

160,000 Uisri

fis,
Huidl

Jiho
Onye

I do
lme me

I havec dene,
hme me

’I'Shall do,

N nmuc ne

~

I Bbould have done

Nke Nuic eme

I do,
N'noe
Nkcbe Ore
Ahua
Akahu
Akaile
Ifon Ohu

Ifon Ebuoriwan
Izu
Owohi
Efinai
Otutu
Enyasi
Uhihi
Tani
Opanhu
Taitor
Eki
liweneki
Ogetor

Eken
Orie

Yours/ i heir
Nkewe
Jewonstrative Pronoun

That Theeg,
Huahu haini

Relative Pronoun

Which Juat
Elehu Kini

Active Verb:

Those,
hwaiahu

when

Elen_be/sleo e

Do:
He does You -do they do,
Iye me Iyu mc Uwe me
COi.POUND PurifisCT )
He has done, You WM doply They have done,
Iya me welyu me Uwe emec
Future

He esiall do,
N'Iya me K'iyu me
COi.POUND FUTURE

He =hould have done,
hMkiyuene

Imperative:

You shall do,

They have don
N'uwe n.e

You should have dor
ke iyu cme

He does, They do, Je do,
Iya me/Nime N'ime enyin mae
Division of Time:

- A year

- last year

- Next year

- One month

- Last month

- A Jeek (four days)

- A day

- Noon

- Korning

- mvening

- Kight

- ‘Teday

- Yesterday

- A day before yesterday

- Tomerrow

- Next Tomorrow

- Hine/Eight days of 98 a week

- Market day V
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Abliaruwe

aghaolor -
~koebo -
Allanien -
AJuwa -
Alika -
a_boe_pulcm -
Alia_u -
Allizoku -
Amaokul je -
Aluka -
Ata_wuw -
Ahgantih -
Arimokwa -
A,b5rm5 -
Apzokuezg -
Azolem -
Azocbon -
Alimele -
Benibe -
Bayenim -
Bilonese -
Chukwums -
Chiedu Kiecdu -
Chukwuka -
Cunidozi -
Chiedozi -
Chi-odu Kodu -~
Chukucku -
Cnika -
Dibie -
Dumbiri -
. Dunnodih -
Duniu -
ahiwarior -
Bhimarior -
Thonka -
5.bule -
E_uiwc -
Elueme -
Bluenicibewe -
ceeed/105

I cone to enjoy
Home war

4nite man idea
I know not

He or she is rejected
lounsuien jreater
A_DOr save we

Country never finish
o knowled_e or
Iio knowled_ e of

«Jhrere we _o

Lan's effort

Say Wes

Shut your car

I disllke guerrcl

A_bor knows

J@2ada gy Disobey not «kin, % word
For_ct #édsgeu? e not

For_ et not your Town

I rely on wy people
Be with comrade
e uscful to me

I pray to so0d
3od knowvis
God. leads

god 1is greatest

sod Keeps well

Jod is the reparrer

10d rules
@edgde2adeader gqod says

sodg is

Doctor

sreater

Stay with me

Live with me

Help me to say

god is to be bo..cd
I pray to usod
Fanlly iz [realcr
Do not harm

Do not kill foe
Jorld worriers

#orld worrics one another
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54
5.
20
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vt
vo.
99 .
100,

101.
1G2.
1v3.
ICiy.
105.
106.

107 «

103.
102.

nlucrele
Btuoku
Ly wabor
gxawuku
mneye
Enernik
Zro_u
nzexa
oohocbi
bnualeosih
stunim
Lbuncdou
Buwawn
wXpéeniei
Bkufu

B_henonyehan

zrwiazor
Zue hal
knef'icle
bBehenim
Bruecmolox
sfenviom_be
zbic

sbewebiru

nlach
Hagwdowe
Iwebuie
Ivwecriebon
Iwenya
Iwea_u
Isibor
Iyeua
Ihickaonyc
Iweka
1.Lerasisd
Idc_bezu
1. 4@
Isitor
Ibc

be_bulen

IKco_yl
Ijecamaka
1jecdinma
Ixzencaukwu
Ixcnor_wun
e kilra
Kaliku
Kiyew
niwckuzi
Kinseh
Kimeiku
Kelubia
Konyehn.n
Kuiiolua
Kubeil
Lator
laokutor
Nadon
lesia

World do not do
Carcless of words
So journer's blessing

Hand is wealth
pfrort made

I do not do
Thin¥ not all
Xin, is _reat
mhoney docs not itself uake
Laghter ie no friendship
1 carec not
Put no blaxe on me
rear
Pray head for lon_. life
Out spoken
Crne's deciszion
Said and for_ct
Do richt
Do not evil
I do not think so
I reach howre
alth has no time
He lives
Iive far
Care not all
Say rew
Lau_ hin, ends
20w is medicine
dorld zuous
Look at ones hand
shing goou always
Ag life ended
Lire is lon,
Jealth
Declislon is ewww citernal
mneny is meny
Hater is within family
.atc iz in the cye
natred never conds
Head plesses
Knows
one's own
Enemy is many
ko fear in hcaven
Jife talks
A Faithful woman
Lon_ live your head
Comprade
Comrade do npot kill me
The stren_th of Iriendsihip
Travellin_ is we3d food
Travellin: is Jell
?h” powpr or God

Y04 _ave e

Jhat s'?l‘w can L gay a_ain
Jhat have I donc
Jhat can I say
now wonld be

As one is

Paly a:d remain
Stop talk

Ict 1t be

Leave word alon_
Save e

Look at it

a hor



150.
157.
153,
159,
10,
1c1.
162,
153.

lol.

165.
1le6.
157.

163,
165.
170.
171.
i7e

epel
nelekwe
hLOCYO

LCRUye
LOYRUCy
Iimosinku
Lmosinore
L.0XXa
Lorksadiken
morad
m:ovud

l&"l or W1l
orsirkre
wwachokor
VEEON jasua
skexi
ikemeti
hwamgbor
Liwa_bun
quDqll

I
I
It

v AT

Iwael ru
UWanchonculc
Onyechic
onyekpe
Ooiarke
Omcke
Olemeku
QOkuku
QO honim

ne gl
OLuuvcnclu
CriwicCry
Ororomvai
Ckaa
Crnuole
ckadike
Ckuonyecnie
Oche
Cnyeninlic

nyeconiod
Cunukuozor
Oriaechi
O_toi
Oya—amasi
Ckurun.bch
Czuor
Onyciwealehi
Qnycveie

Runwar:
Cxoro
Orum_be
Csiebw.i
Cka
Osuonyeoxkele
Oriwuaru
Osic_bu
Onwubuonya

Tagime

Uweru

Uwea_u

Uwezirin
|

Lwaoker,

Do no more
I look at it
to o

are _rea

" ¥&Zd led me to

A child Keepg
Onc¢ loves hids
romorrowts
Ky own ds
Daxsel

A child s
chilé rai

Child fite (paren
4

Ciiilda like
#ho thou ht i
Sowme a_ain

He cowe for him
Thanks be to u

Hou wany I can

10d says

ar
highcr

ar
1
Kiy

alc

se

C _Icé

c

DWE .

cr than
say

cking

n

own

oart

Thie cnilae denied

Iio mnorec
Deatih no more
e

st congueres

Pridec of a cihild
Lo more bauck bite
Hdow many have I

Pecople

macih nereon has

ne wait me

sZacl person has
Jho has ro difriculty

Jord of mouth

canr fox

It is a destiny

L.ay it be so

11k of brave L

nis wo

Ead is unbearable
When fthe time cowmes
Qne w0 carcs no
4 hater is not <
c

who can endur

Tt is because
Youn_ man
when the
Fricnds
Back word
grecting if y
Deatl c
Fri
Dcath ¢
Try a_a

o chilc

ll"

than

cn
rd

et

Yo

APrniDIX 23

BY Lids CAXAER - by tather Iduwe and oy mother Onyechie told we that

i .as born in iebruary 19C0 at Alidinma, a Villa_c¢ oun the bana of

River Umoo in A bor district. I was named "E_wabor'" mcanin_ a

gojourncr's fartune as a token of my father's prosperity in farmin_

and in tra.c, on ivory, clephant tusks, camwood and slavery. I was
the sixth and youn_est of .y mother's chiluren and twelveth of my
father!' (who was poly;ynons).

hcanwhile, my parents decided to return home (Lucobi,

City oi A pbor),

the woyal

to see to tiie welfare of their a_cii:, parents but
also bocausce the slave trade had becauwe contravanu mid was declinin_@.
Bel'ore that time,

to the cave

ny senior wrotiicr Idia_a and I had ceen sent howe

of our _randmothcr the dau_hter of Obi Muordu cf the

nineth period. Indeed ihe then succecssor Obi ubenoba was guite kind

and gencrous o our old mother's existence. On the other hand iy

\ N\ "
father's father Osahon was thcaEzc D¢ibie, a potent persona_c of

no mean order 5:2%3 controls all herbalists and priests in Ika lanl.
His lar_e compound consisted of 125 men, women and children; I was
ome of uﬁ% five grandsons ¢etailed to his chamber.

e served Osaghon day and nizht, kept the kindled fire that warmed

him burtming; steadily, pured his palm wine, loaded 83@ his pipe, rawn

crrands and served kfla nuts teo his visitors amon_. whom wcre the sa_es

moralists, priests, sorcerers, and distinguished personalities of

all .orks of life, of that time. Indeed, I had the rarc opportunity

and privilege to listen to the stories told by them of our ..ci,
women and thin_s culture
and filklorc.

Besides I practised rudely how to cance,

which have animated our custom, lawe,

Utimately, I became a _enial historianLor the Ikas.

Qa A
gin_. and playﬁﬁapp}
. S A (b))
tomtom, Une and Arwn.

In 1910, wy

was honoured with the title of

a vencrable a e
ollaywerdlg

\ N~ N . tholh
Ire_ﬁhl or Ovbc—nmuw—Dcln,/yne

Jrand father Osahon, attaining

oracle or the fwyal House of Acbor. He died in 1920, my rather in

£y

1527 my wother in 1931, all of blecsscd memory. = 1913 Iopntcred

N
A_bor vovernment School and in 19iL into Otu-I_bari_be (Workboys My/"
Jrade). In 1513 I was baptiscd in the Roman

1y42 becomin: a teacher.

Catholic Church, in
In the same year I was transferred to

Burutu when I obtained t'irst position in the pupil tecacher's cxamind-

tion .whence I was made a head teacher and catcchist.

I enrollcd as an
oversea student in the normal Colle_e of Preccptors London for

Ly cesire for pook learning Xnew no bound.

Arithmetic, =1 lish, and History, determincd to be¢ a groficient

teacher. In the Decembep 1924 holidays I went to Lagos wherc
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ﬂJ, Parisi rather Cado_an hslped me in wy desire. 1 yas adnitien ‘ . : i 7 TN
o ) . N . ) Sl S
into 8te ure_ory wramu.r School (now “olle_e)? but aiter a while
'»15“?ﬁﬁaa ) ¥ L . . L , : !
1ll)asn d lod ing and no financial aid. I agpealed to .
nev. Ffather Tayler who reencaged me as a tecacher and pested e )
. ) . A T . . . e e ! B ~
to St. Paul's Catholic School kiutefotta. In Octuber, 1220, I AN

entered into the Railway raffic and Cowufpclal vraninn, School N

then called Daisy Villa. In 1927, I passed out and was sent
to Kaduna Junction as a full fled_ed, Railway cmployes.
I served the department in the North, Bast and Jest. ' o . o

I married first in 1928, and no. have 24 _ifts or wod, 1l

male and 10 female . A1) attended Scho:l; Nine oif the male ; ’

R A€ !
attended Secondary School, two of them Overscas, one or thewm y
cnale. Four remales are in the elementary. Seven arc wpkking ?7“’ e e
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in difrerent departments. I have shelter in the centre of Imeobl.

1 sufrered some rabur'tfs when wy rirst wife died in 1934. Two & #/J

years @@dy, ar'ter I went to Kano seneral Hospital tor an operation

I \yas cursed, scorned, railed at as a troublewakcil .’
oi acute appendicitics.

Durin. theee years of toil and moil I was alvaye an I would like to vent my feecling on this matter like the

ardent loveré of' books passionately readin novels and some patriot who said out of the ni_ht thatfbverﬂmc, black as a pit

classical books irom Thinker's Library. I undertock Economics

"from pole to pole, I thank whatever jods there be for my
and book-keepin,; from Benett Colleje, Londen, but foir freguermt

. . . I uncon s
transfers frow station to station I coulu not obtain any academic zonguerable soul.

letters behine my nawe for all my endeavours in the r#}ld of

bor JPUWE
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learning. «ithal, I dislike stories told without thorough

a
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research, told by idiots from ungualified belief's. For this

rcason I have to guestion thing s and know the truth from old

and youn..
#hen I caiue home on vacation leave in 1944, I was conferred
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the chieftain's title 0dil by His Hi_hness Dein Obika for my

patrotic spirit. I retired veluntarily from the service cof the

Nigerien kailway Corporation on pension in 1859, after 33 years

i
of faithtul service. @@ I entered into eocial and pelitical 5
lite of my people on the platform of the Action uroug party. Thus L
I was appointed a board member oif the K.B.C. Jestern ke lon and K
comgtimes arter to the Income Tax Tribunal or Assba Division. ) RO S
In 1571, I was made b;gEtu a;sbﬁﬁﬁﬁw—bcin. Ever since I i /
ES v

have relentlessly endsavoured to rceform wy people's sucial ddsand
¢cononic instability. by pcople bein; the aristocratic guarter
of A_bor it is incumbent upon any of her patriots to encouraje

- . . ’
movement frce rrom iear and slavish loyalty. To that watchword j///
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