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Nkowa Usoro Edemede Abuo eji
blputa “Echi di 1me” B

-I'lezie anya n’ime akwulcwo Odemgbo nke i jin’aka ugbu a, i |

ga—ahunaeblputara nkuzi nke “Echi di ime: Taabu gboo,” n’ usoro

cdemede abuo Usoro nke mbu buetu okammuta Chinua Achebe :

siri dee nkuzi ya. Usoro nke abuo bu etu ndi okammuta n’ "asusu
- Igbo si ede Igbo nke ha na- akpo Igbo 1zugbe ma o bu asusu
- ozuru-Igbo onu.

E kpebiri m ka eblputa “Echl d1 ime” n’usoro edemede abuo
- ndi a iji mee ka ndi Igbo ghota nJem asusu Igbo na aka mgba

chere otuto na ogamhu ya.

'Chinua Achebe ga-eji usoro nke o jiri dee. “Ech1 di ime” wee

nye nkuzi Odenigbo. I choo i lgu ya bu nkuzi n’usoro edemede )

Igbo Izugbe sata ebe odin akwulcwo a.

»Yagazie! -

-, Amarachi A.J. V‘Obibna.

CORRIGENDUM

Ech| di Ime Taa bu Gboo

Pg. 3.,1Line 14:
Pg. 4. Line 14: -
Pg.5.Line2:

- Pg.5.Lined:
'~ Pg. 38 Line 31:
Pg.43Line9:

Pg. 45 Line 22:

~ pg. 45Line 35:

Pg.47Line 89:

Pg. 47 Line 14:
- Pg.50Line 29:
Pg. 52 Line 20:

ke aka bu ihe otutu umy Igbo na-eleda anya

Egwu o ohyry a anyi na-ebuputa by ODENlGBO..‘...
Nkeafoa ga-abu na Satode......

- Maria Assumpta Cathedral Owem N Ob/n ODENIGBO

udi-ahy
riara sii ke
nwe asusy- ahy.
mana bu onye ekpenta
Nwata dezie & asiya kagoulo. dezie ha”
O bu ogwe ka a piiri 'aku7 '
Okonkwo wee nu wee mewe
Ndorondoro 0Cthh1 nke obugh/m na~ach| mmadu agwu



TAA BU GBOO

- Ndi-Igbo, ekenem unu' Nd1 Igbo, unu gadl' Olubu agbataob1 :
unu ;,adlkwu 0! Igbo no n’uno na igbo pulu 1je, fanine gadisio! |
Ebe nwa anona, nya pL_lta ula. Ora-na-eze, ekenem unu! Nze-na-
0z, ekenem! Nke onye chili, nya zelu!. / |

Archblshop Obmna ka mkene gi nke akamkpa maka nnukwu
ugwu 1nyelum n 1r0putam ka mbulu odee Odenigbo 1999. -

Alo ginandi-otu gi tupgtalu wee bido Odenigbo Lectures maiu ’
- mme rinne. Afa unu bal’ya di-mma mmaji-mmaji. Odi ka ugo
belu n’oji; enenekata ugo, enenebe oji. Etua ka Odenigbo si di 7
oo anyam - ife na-ewu ewu, na ofu akuku, ife edelun’igbo na akuku
, nke 0z0. Ekpelem bu ka edemakwukwo n’igbo si n’onodu ngwulo
ono n’yakita, kurie, setia, kpaba ike. ‘

* Ubosi ArCthShOp Obmna si-Owerri, gbaa agu-nasaa gwue

mmili- -nasaa, we bata ebe m ’zolu na ofu obele obodo anakpo

Annandale, New York, ob1 mapulum Mwe sia odlkwo mma.
Os1m welu 0s0 wel’ ijena Igbo no na- echem na Owerri Archdlo—
ceseka m "gwd fa okwu. lgbo kwenu’ Kwezuenu' Unu ga-adi.
/ Archblshop Obinna amago na Chinua Achebe CJII‘O Igbo egwu
egwu, na asim na Igbo no na-eche, na iwu bu na agamablahh
- S00s0 uche na-echem bu na ife m’ji bia amaelu okala ife unu ga
n’atu anya n’akam. Egwu n’atum by na m’ nogolu na nnukwu
oche unu ga—akwadebelum na ukwum ga-efekolu n’enu. Mwe
na-ayo ka unu welum etum’ra. Elotalum ubosi ofu oylm dugalum

ndi na- &dozi moto, we gwa onyeisi fa onye m’bu. Owe si oy1m
11



ngu51a fu? Nke 020 dik’ ya bulu ub051 m pukwulu ofu okenye

oy1m n Ogldl owe gwa onye nyan ’ya ng onye m *bu, owe tie na

anu na-ewu ewu ada-eju ukpa. Obu mak’ ya kamjiyo unu, bikonu .

welum oke m’ra; : :
~Aro 1~teg,hete-na—uma gal’aga ka mpul ijea anakwadoro akwado

na obodo-oylbo na America, we nodu afugh ani Igbo anya buna
ofu mkpulu ubosi. Ewu na-esukwonu ¢ 0SUSQO, kama aji ekwero
- ka amalu Mana ife na-agba ayi ume-mu na nwunyem na umu
| ayi - bu ekpele ayl maalu na unu na—ekpel ayl. o
‘ Obu Archbishop Obinna bu onye loputalu ka akpoo okwu

m’ ga-ekwu ta Eche di ime. Mwe neneb’ye nenesm fu na odabalu

B nke oma, kamaka m’kponyel ya aka mezier ya; ka oghalu ikwu

$00s’ya, makana ife kwulu s00s’ya oy1 atugbue nya. Kpatalu na

Jifekwuly, ife akwudeb’ye; obunadi na ife kwudebel’ye bu s00s0

1fe~onu oyl n’onu. Kpatalu na aJo 1fe na—enwero atu na ayi na-

 akpo yaajo: 1fe-na-onu -oto!

T Mwe choba ife nyana echi gja-akwu we fu na achoter’ ya akd,

na obu faa ayi no-nim ’ya. Mwe golie we si nwokem Obmna
kedu maka Echi di ime Taa bug gboo? 051m na-odi mma. Ayiwe

kuanya stamp.

Onwero onye obuna uchedin ’afo na-amaro na ecbl di nnukwu ‘

mkpa ‘Echi nine, ma onye choo 1kpozu ya afa ya, di om1m1 di

egwu makana Chukwu enyexo ay1 amamlfe ga—ag,wa ay1 etu ayi

na ife ga-esijet ub051 din’iru.

‘Onwelu nnukwu mmanwu na—aputa na Ogidi ka nnam dina

nwata. Ifeejimal’ya bu aJLl_] u onad1 na-aju ndiokenye ma fan’ya

kenesia:
“Ne em anya n’isi kajgwam nke kanu: ife m’bu n’iru isim,

12

ama-

apua, ‘chobaife ayi ga-

kaobu nke 'm’bu n’azu isi”. -

aJuJu eweeza si: Nna-a E
ka”. , YI’ nglgwu na ng ulegw u nke din’azu

Mm .

n’iru ka Nya ka mmoo ji si na Nklruka"’

Nklruk b kwu | |
ekpe N ; U uz0 0z0 ayi si e na ech1 d1 1me Ekpele ay1 na
V ofo ayi n’asu bu ka echi mua —
_— na aru- ike na ndokwa; ka
Ofun ’iru ghalu ika n “afufu, kama ka oka naezi ife na afiuli.
“ ukwe ndi CMS na-ekwe ebe madu nwulu n
Site na ike nke Jesu

"Ogadi mma
Ayin’aty anya na ech1
Ogadi mma.

anke di”

a-asi:

Nnayif: e .

: yifa ebee nke falchafu si OZoemena/ Mana obu ofi |

a ana—ekpe ofu ofo ka ana-asu. o ekpel
A

_]u_]u m cholu ka ayuua onwe ay1 bu nke-a: Onwelu 1f

e

kp
y 1

akwukwo
ekpele nodeb’ye ututu efifie na anyasi. Okpee kao
K (7;1_

ekpe 0_)66 chob g
O a ife aga-eji je uno- ogwu na-acho ife oga-e |
. . - ]
Mugwo - azy asa aga-eji te ofe nsala ' 4 e

Etua k
a odili ayi nine mgbe ayi na- ekwu na echi di i Ime. A
yi

achili aka n
ab
© wunye na mpata na- eche ka omua. AyI ¢
’d*

naemetu aka wee na- eche. Makana Balbul
13



- r4Rrdiairy 2

qulu anwu! (James 120)
Ud1 olu di n’iche n’iche:

*cholu ka ayl tinye. anya tata bu olu echiche. Ka -

eJqu afo ncha-

olu aka olu ob1 olu echlche na ndi

- 0z0-ga. Nke m
»ayl chekene nwantinti echiche maka onodu na- -
cha asusu Igbonon ’ya tata. Ewelu onodu Igbo tunyelu onodu
n

Yoruba maobu Hausana ngerla na Africa, naywa nine, oml;vero
| na
afa 0zo ayi nwelu ike 1kpo nke Igbo na-aburo onodu ifele
How are the mighty fallen! Keduka Igbo e_u ama atu

anyammili.
i esizi etua dachigha azu na ife mbu eji

k iga n’iru ‘uwa nine ga-
amalu mba - asusu _
buna ufnu Igbo na-agbaso ife ndi oyibo, uwa wee gba fa ghalur
fa n’abu Igbo. _
y1bo fa abuy, nke oy |
Ife. di etua, nd1 Igbo na-asi ka ¢je jua ase, na ifea agbaro aka.
Obu nyabu ase kam ’nayo unu ka ayi bido ebea tata juba. Mana

ka m ’gwa unu na onwero dibia maobu afa kalili Igbo zukotalu

ebea tata. Igbo ekenern unu! Ech1 dii ime, mana taa bu gboo.

- Obu eziokwu na oge aganarigo ayi; obu ezie na senchuri gafu :

agwusi na onwa one-na-one din’iru dika onal’ay1 n’iyi, makau{a
ndi ayi na fa bidolu 0sQ agbafelumgo Mana iti aka n’obi na ita
ikikele-eze ama-enyezili ayi akan’uzo obuna Sooso ife di mkpla
buichoputa ife mel’ ayi, ebe mmilino maba ayi. Mgbe ayl mesili
- nkea ogadili ay1 ofeleiloputaife ayl ga-emen ’odiniru.
| Ka mgwazia unu ife bu uchem maka nsogbua ayi no nim’ya
' taa. Obidolu ogu aro ise gal’aga mgbe ndi C. M. S. zlputalu ofu
| nwokolobla ukochukwu anakpo T. J. Dennis ka osonyelu ndi na-
ezisa Oziomana Omtsha Dennis lutely Onitsha na arg 1894 we
banye n *olu nd1 CMS b1dolu naani Igbo na aro 1857 Nyabu na
14

fa? Ife otutu mmadu ga-azama ajua faajujua

uka CMS anogo belu-ito n oguaronabo mgbe nwokea bu Denms 2
- jibia 1nyelu fa aka. '

‘Dennis bu mmadu Ozmrna Jlsus na-anu oku n’obi, bulukwa .
onye ike- olu di rinne. Ezmuuno 0si puta na obodo oyibo aburo

" ndi nwelu aka, nke melu ka Dennis ghalu 1gusl akwukwo ifebu

B uch’ye Mana fabu ndln agba mbo bulu ndi na- esochl uzo Kraist-

- anya. ;

Amulu Dennis na 1869. Ubosi od1 oru aro dam ka owelu ;

onw’ye nye ndi CMS maka olu 1gbasa ozioma ha Africa. Ndi \

- CMS we nal’ya, zua ya aro ino na college ndi ukochukwu chie

ya deacon na 1893 zipu ya Freetown Slerra Leone ebe onolu
~ofu aro tupu ojebe Onltsha na 1894.

Denms~amaro asusu Igbo mgbe obialu Onitsha mana od’ya
mkpa rinne 1rnut ya. Mana ife okwuluka ofu aro gasili bu nanya -
~enwero ike ghota ofu mkpulu okwu nime ogu- -abua-n’ili
n’okwuchukwu ekwulu n’Igbo. Tkekwo na ololu na nya zoraa
ukwu n’Onithsa nya asuba Igbo ka ndl—nwe ani; omaro na Igbo ,
aburo egwu achi utaba n’aka wel’ agba. Mana Dennis aburc;)dlbla
akpotalu ka ochua mmoo, mmoo biazili chuba.

Ofu ife dinnukwu ‘mkpa n’olu igbasa OZiofna bu itinye Baib‘ul

na akwukwo ndi 0zo so’ye n’ asusu ndi an’ezi ozi. Ndi nger

M1ss1on (dlka e si akpo ndi CMS n ’Onitsha na mbu) eb1dogo :
nwayo-nwayo n’olua. Onye b1dolu olua bu nwoke anakpo J. C.
‘Taylor nke nya na Crowther yi bia Onitsha na 1857 Taylorbu

onye Sierra Leone manann’ye na nn’ya bu ndi Igbo agbalu n’oru.

Taylor amaro Igbo ofuma oge obialu Onitsha mana obuonye Igbo

na mmoo nya. Ife ozo nyel’ye aka bu na onwelu nwoke onye

‘ Slerra Leone 0z0 anakpo Jonas nke n’asu Igbo ¢ ofuma so Crowther
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“na Taylor wee bia.
Obu Taylor ka aga-asi tolu nto- ani uka CMS n’Onitsha.. Obu -
/akwukwo one-na-one na Agba -Ofuu otlnyelu n’Igbo ka nger
‘Mission Jl aka uka mgbe Dennis bialu Onitshana 1894.

: Owero Dennis otutu oge iji kwu na ntapl Taylor tapili adabaro

- maka ifi na omasuo oylbo ofuma Mana nkea bu k’ obulu ife

. okwulu Ife Dennis na-a acho bu ka nya-n >onw’ye bulu onye ga-

' atap1 Baibul n’ asusu Igbo
Dika. m’si kwu Dennis di ike olu rinne. Owee kee a_]l n ume

Banye imeghali, maobu1gbaz1 (dlka osi. chee) ife ufodu ndi mbu

melu. Ka oneme nkea ka onatapikwa akwukwo ndi ‘fodulu na-

Baibul. Oluen’aro 1910 ndi na-ebi Balbuln obodo-oyibo weputa

 Agba-Ofuuzulu ezun’onu Onitshay ife akpol’ya n’onuoyibo buly
~ Niger Ibo New Testament. Ayilota na- -obu 50050 aro isii gal’aga .

~ ka Dennis zolu ukwu n’ani Igbo C_]lgh ofu mkpul’okwu, ayl ga-

ekweta na nyabu nwoke bu oku na—agba ozala. Mana nkea ka bu- '
mbido. Onye mgbanu obu, Dennis wenleAgba-Ochle tapla, zipy,

ebie, weputa, 1906! Na ezie Dennis bu onye-okika-agba.
- Obulu na akuko Dennis jedebelu ebea asea ayi n’aju ta, aloa

ayi zulun’ "atu, akadlgh mkpa. Mana Dennis yili nwany1 Ugwuoba .
- asili na on’ebioka ede ochili ukwu nabo wui n’oky, maobu nwanyi

Asaba asili nanw’ ya amaka, osi n’ya adika awuya aru, Obuaru -

Dennls wulu Igbo ka Igbo non ukpoko nya tata.
‘Dennis choputalu na Igbo n’asun onu-n onu, wee fu Qlu on

oga-alu Mana Igbo amago, eri uwatuwa, na mba n’asy n’onu- -
n’onu. “Mba ana-ekwu aburokwo Hausa maobu Yoruba, kama'

- akuku Igbo ndi 0zo. Mba n’asun’onu mana ndi kwaa ukwala ibe

fa amago ife obu. Mana Dennls aghotaro obele amamifea.
16-

‘Onu di iche-iche Igbo n’asu we bido chube Dennis ula. Iz’edix :

ife aga-eme asusua bu Igbo ka owee bulu ezigbo ngwa-olu aga- \

eji gbasac ozioma Kralst na ani Igbo nine? Ife olopuytalu bu ka nya. |

kpokota mmadu one-na -one sitena Bonny, na Onitsha, na Unwana

(Aﬁkpo) na Owerri ka fa nodu n’Egbu Owerri cheputa Igbo ofuu
na-ama- abu nke onye obuna iche, ma- bulu nke fa nine n ofu -
nya bu Unlon Igbo, Igbo njiko- aka.

- Etum’si ako akukoa, 1k¢kwo unu ana-elo na @bu ségso’[);ennis- :
no na CMS na Niger Mission. Ndi 020 no, ma ndi- ocha.rna ndi-
oji. Onye -isi CMS na Onltsha bu Archdeacon Dobinson, ‘onye :
nogolu ani Igbo otutu aro; Ukochukwu Smith na Basden, M]SS'
Warner onye bidolu Saint Monlca, uno akwukwo izizi umunwanyl .
na ani Igbo na ndi 0z0-ga. Ndi-oji nokwuye ma ka ayi rapugodu
fa makana oburo fa nwe uka. Kedu ife ndi- ocha ndi 0zo lolu

maka alo Dennis na-atu maka Unlon 1gbo. Onye dika Basden

b1dolu gboo kwube na oworokw ya anya; nke ona-ewo Miss
Warner na Smith. Mana nkea enyero Denms nsogbu, tumadi ebe

onye-isi kpatakpata bu Bishop Tugwell bi na Lagos kwadolu

B Dennis. Mana obulugodu na b1shop akwadoro DCDDIS Chukwu
kwadol’ ye, etuuch’yesigw’ya.

Anam elo na ofu ife ka51 nd1 0z0 nine oji d1 ndi CMS mkpa_
ikwado union Igbo bu na oka ofele inwe ofu Balbul madu nine -
n’agu kalia-ma inwe ito maobu ino. Ogadlkwu onu -ani na ego.
Owolum anya na oburo odlnlru maobu oganlru asusu Igbo ka fa
na-elo mak’ya.

Ofu ngadaba CMS d1 na Bonny anakpo N1ger Delta Pastorate

| (NDP) na onye-isi fa bu diokpala Crowther ekwenyero na ntapi - |

Ba;bgl ana-eme na Omtsha. Fa we bido tgpiba nke fa n’onu



Dennis na BlShOp Tugwell na- akwado ya we bido igba
fa chelugodu ka

Methodlst nd1 )

Isuama

famgba okpulu site n UekWu ndi na-ebi Baibul si
anosia nzuko ndi uka di iche-iche ndi NDP, ndi
QuaTbo- na—agbasa Ozi-oma na-akuku Igbo

Presbytenan na ndi
4 mana Dennis enwero ike

nine. Akpolu nzukoa na August 190
matalu Onitsha mak’ya. Ndi nzuko wee kwekohta na ntapl Balbul
n onu Onitshanakwan ’onu Isuama bu ife di mma. Mana Denms
nukwu kita; obulugo ekwusie- ma—onoghla-obata-

Na 1905 okpolu nzuko 0zo0 na ‘Asaba; kpachapu
ia, nodu

akago aru nke

ekwughalia.

anya na nkwado ya, fu na Bishop Tugwell n’onw’ ye ga- ~abi

n’isi oche.

‘Ife nine galu dika Dennis si kwadob
nme nona nzuko Asaba kwenyezulu n’ife Dennis nakwado, mana
ogu kwunyelu Dennis. ‘

e. Obueziena oburo hdi

 fa gbazm nkiti makana nd1 ka r’onu-

' Ebe Dennis roputalu iji me: isi-onodu bu Egbu Owem Olue

" ha Oktoba 1906 orapu Onitsha gaba Egbu ebe nya na ndi nenyel’ ya

" aka bidolu itinye Ba1bu1 na asusu okpolu Union Igbo nke Dennis

~nwelu nchekwube na ndi Igbo Ba -asu na odi-n’iru. Ife Dennis

melu bu ojee n >ofu gkuku I;,bo weta ofu okwu, ojeen akuku 020’

‘welu okwu neso ya, ojee n’ebe nke ito weta nke neso Akuku ito

f’l nekwasili
na-enwego mbido 1t1p1 Baibul n “onu nd1a

Acholum ka onye obuna ;,hota na abiarom ebea 1koto Dennis

~ma-obu olu va. lfe m’cholu itogbolu unu bu na asusu aburo igwe

uzy ga- e\\:lu tinye n’o

sol’ya. Asusu di nso, di omimi, di egwu. Od1 ndu na-eku ume.

Obu ya bu ife kewaputalu inmadu na ora anumanu. Nya
ndi na ibe fa; mba na agbataoblfa Nyaka onye- -obia
, '8 |

kewaputalu 1

fa nwe 021 -oma.

anya k'11151a bu Omtsha Bonny na Unwana maka‘
- Ma
, naetu anyi si fu, Denms melili Basden

ku weputa kumbe ma- obu kugoba etu :
©union Igbo ndi Owem fag

\akdiro»[’)ennis mkpa. Mana Basden ghot

~siani-n = \
nam-fa-j ji-ugwo- -efi ga- abata nalum asusum ﬁkwaa wusa
sina ogabalum ulun od1n1ru

- Aro 1913 kweSJh ka anyi na-elot’ ya dika ubosi Archdeacon
Denms ralu mmili na-ama asusu Igbo ta Obu na aro afu ka dn |
na -ebi Ba1bu1 na LondOn weputalu onye oklka -agba anak Ij |
ion Igbo Bible. Mana okwu ebero na ebe-afu. Odi mII:O N
ajuju: kedu ebe ndi Igbo no? Kedu onye nwe akwa ewu nfa ’cU;l
Kedu ebeAnyaegbunam onye 1zizi echili ukochukwu na ani Iakz)1
- kedu ebe ono') Kedu maka A. C. Onyeabo onye 1zizi emgeh(j -

Bishop na a
p ni Igbor> Obu ezie na ndia no na nzuko mana onu

3%

t hNa aro 1918 G.T. Basden bu ode-akwukweo. nd1 CMS na On-
Ics a zisalu ajuju maka Union Igbo Blble 1jl mata echlche ndi olu
u
MS - ndi ocha ndi ukochukwu ndi Igbo, ndi Wcsﬂndles Dik |
ika

Basde
nsi-kwu, ndi ocha nine z'lchlbhalu ajujuafu... Kam kwue

nd1 0z0 na “
OylbO Of the native cle1gpy the three youngest an-

swered T
he reason why the Native clergy have not answered

is
that they are afraid to state their opinions on paper’”

Ob
U S00S0 Basden bu onye kwusm ike megide Union Igbo

Mana onye em
| 3 elili
aburo Basden, kama emelili asusu Igpbo
- Nimearo ‘
ni
ne anagbagha union-si-union- asno ofu ife Dennj
IS

na ndi otu ya kwedolu aka bu na/;oz‘a Ndi Omtsha fa ghotal
ghotalu

hotalu Iquama Onwero 0ge obuna

Dennis na-a
JU kedu ka osi-ada f;
ana rm'? Onwero
mgbe ona-aju: -

Iga-ejinwu
- asusua gU C(TWU a
usua gu egwu aiuli ma-obu kiwa
‘ It C aa akwa alili? Aj
? Ajujua
otalu ife oga-eweta na odiniru:
o \ : o



k “Bible readmg becomes aburden,

t find Lancashire,
D ur Blble Why should such a sys-

Devonshlre Cormsh and
ure

dupino
Somcrset di alects mixe |
tem be inflicted upon a poor, uneducated people... - n;a R
‘Rapuzia ma ndi Igbo fa bu “poor uneducated people 7
. i
ab op Ezi-okwu di na ife Basden na-ekwu bu na ife Denm(s) (_]i
i I’ye. 1
- Onwero ebe 0z0. emenul’y
asusu Igbo me bu afunene o9
mkpa rinne na ayl nine ghotalu nkea ofuma na ife emelu
asusu. Igbo na 1913 bu afunene.

.

1

ba1bu1 ma Igbo enwero 1ke‘7 021za aJuJua di ofele Yoruba nwe 1;

fu baibul makana onye no 1 *isi ozioma na Yoruba bu ‘Samue
0
o Adj Crowther, b
P ana etiti onu di 1che iche. Onu.Crowther roputalu bu
" pke Oyo. Gekwanum nti ofuma. ‘Crowther ejero mubagodu

e

bu, ofu
' Yoruba aro ise maobu i isii, O_] e/ro kpoo nzuko ofu onye Ijebu
fu onye Ogbomosho nandi 0zo na-

ofu
asy onu di lche-lche na ani Yoruba, si fa wetaba ofu okwu,

lcwu ka ewe kee.okwu ofuu fa nine gana-aghota. Crowther maalu
h -a-mely, nke onabu ngwo-ngwo

onu Yorub
onye Lagos, ofu onye Owo, 0.

n’ime mmo ya na asusu abuxo ak

bute atul : v
) Ife Dennis mefielu, maobu uzo OJeﬁelu aburo 1cho ofu onu

I bo aga etmyc baibuln ya, kama obu ngala na nneni onye g obia
g -

l ’

1kpu1u fa asusy ofuu ka mima kalia ife fa na-as
na nna-nna fa uwatuwa.
Onwero ife obuna m’ gutalu m:
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rather than a duty anda pleas- .

c_]l baibul Yoruba ma-obu

u nwa-afo Yoruba Owee tinye aka rolu efu .

agobu mutalu maka Dennis na-

agwam na obu ajo mmadu. Obu nnukwu dike n’oly, bulu onye ji
obi ya nine bia inyelu ndi Igbo aka, kpolu nwunye ya na nwanne
yanwoke na nwanne ya nwanyi bia olu afu. Mana nkea anapuro
" Dennis ineda ndi Igbo anya. maobu ineni asusy fa.- Gee nti ife
odelu maka Igbo: ' e 7
“0ur trans]atiozzal difficulties were two-fo/d viz, firstly; those
ansmg from the poverty of the Igho language, and secondly; such
as arose from differences of dialect. The former are, of course
]arge]_y chronic ig character, and are common not only to all the
Ibo dialects, buf also, many of them, to a]/ barbafous languages” |
( Church .MzsszozzazyRevzew ]9]2) ‘ |
Okwu n "abo na-amani enu, na-alu onwe fa aka bu poverty na
barbamus Asusu Igbo enwero aku- -n ‘uba; odalu ubiam. Obu

' asusu ndi- ‘anazuro azu, ndi di ka anuoﬁa na-enwegh nghota

Gwamam onye Jji ‘echiche di etua wee biakwute asusu oga-eji
nsopulu na-emeso ya, ka oga—eJ1 mkpali? c

Okwua aburo $00s0 Dennis ka ometulu. Ometulu mmekolita
oylbo na 031 site na mgbe ochie. Ogu aro ilinise (nyabu nari ito)
‘ka oyibo ji si na okeorimili na- ahgota ofu-nzo- ukwu ofu-nzo- -
ukwu na enu-ani Afrlca Agha fa bu abia enwero atu. Obu egbe,

" tulumma, kpulu oku n onu.

Oyibo anuro nyabu ogu na onwefa, kama fa nyoputalu nd1
ofo-ogoli na nd1 amakekwu di be ndi-ojii, bunye fa ngwa agha,

nye fa mmanya oku, si fa baa, mesue obodo; fa nwude ma nwoke

- ma nwanyl, ma umuaka chidata ka egolu. Afia oru we bido etua,

nwayo-nwayo, na-ebu na- abami, kwa-ubosi, kwa-aro we lue na
Africanine enwulu oku, wee gbaa ogu-aro-ilinise (300 years)
Ife ay1 nulu agha Biafra eluro aro ito, manee kairu-na anya di
: 2 1



ayi ka anusﬂ y"l' L021e maka ogu-aro- -ilinise! Ogu Biafra mmay
mmaji, ogu mmaji-ise! One l)undred times. ‘
Ife melu Africaaburgife anakolu mmadu. Onye na-ekwero na-

aru’ nwulu enwe sili 1ke nya jee nenee ka anya di atani na-afulu

enwe oku' - ~
Mgbe ozioma ji ‘bialute Am Igbo na 1857 ndi Igbo amarozi

onwe fa. Afufu ebeebe edebego fa elegh-wenata. Ndi ocha, na

| akuku ke fa, akporo Igbo ife obyna makaifi aro-kwulu-aro oylbo '
jindi O_]l azul1 afia oru. Oburo na nkiti ka ofu ikenye na On1tsha ’
oge afu kwulu si na nya ga- _abia uwa 0z0 na nya ama- ~abiazi ka -

. mmadu, na nya ga-abia dika okwute. Kedu ife 0zo mmadu ga-

.anu we maly na ubosi adiro mma na Ani Igbo’7 ,

Obulu na onodu Igbo di njo etua, ay1 ga-ata ndi wetalu oz1oma :

* uta maka nneni fa ji b1a’7 Uta diya bu na nneni adiro na nkuzi

. Kraist; nke ozo bu na aka oyibo di n’ife debelu Igbona onodu ono..

‘ Mgbe ufoduy, na njeghalim na obodo ndi ocha, ajuju ndi guly :
akwukwom na- aJu bu: obibia ozioma b1alu Africa, odi mmaka
odi nJo’7 AJuJua bu mkpakana Etu m’si aza ya bu na ozioma, -

dika afa ya si di, maly mma nke ukwu. Mana oz:oma bialu Africa

aburo sooso yadina akpa eJ1 weta ya.

]\/216111 oyibo nelili ndi oji dinaofu akpa afu Obu nnenia melu

'ka Dennis loo na nya bu chi ga-ekelu Igbo asusu ofuu loo na ndi
R Igbo Arochukwu amaro ife fa na- elowumgbe fa Slll na union Igbo
kwelu fa ghota kama na OdII‘O uto na nti; loona ndi 0z0 nine na-

ekwu ka ewelu nwanyoo sobe ‘union Igbo bu nd1 yjo. Afa ndi

Onitsha balu Dennis bu OZOJlll ogwe. Ndi Igbo na-asi na afa

abaly mmadu na-achoje ya. ?

“Ajugom ajyjua mbu: Kedu ebe ndi Igbo no oge ifea nine na- -
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eme'; mwee za si na fano kamana onu eluro fa n’okwu. Mana.
nya bu aziza ejusiro afo. Okw’es‘i(li ka yalyi neb’ya a’ngla Qﬁ)mé
malu i'fe ayi nwely ike imuta maka tata n:i echi. Nwata anwu
na mb1do uka be fa mana onwelu etu onye onu na—eluro n’okwu
ga-esi debe iru, mmadu ncha amalu ozigbo na osoro n’ife ana- |
~ ekwu. Ndi Igbo akwukoro onu gosi na fa esoro. Ufodu gosili,
~ufodu eg051roo Ndi ocha no na akuku Igbo di iche iche anaro
oge n’iyi iji okwua kewaba Igbo On1tsha Owerri, Isuama, Bende,’
Arochukwu, wee gabazia Ajuju kwesili ka ayi Jua onweay1 maka
tata na echi bu nkea: Kedu ife O_}l adili ayiofele i mu ogu- Ime—uno ‘
. ogu mbubo ede, rapu agha nke bu agha non e21ama9
“Ndi CMS meghelu Awka College maka izu ndi nkuzi na mbldo
senchurla ‘Na aro 1919 ofu nwoke kwadolu Dennis ene-anya- |
n’azu, JeluJua ndi college afu 1fe fa lolu. Etu nwokea si kwu, fa
‘meluvote nke gosili na madu ili- na-1teghete kwadolu union Baibul, |

- ebe ili- na—1se na- akwadoro Nwokea si na British and Forelgn

- Bible Society na London wee bia. Vote ndiAwkanyelu ya nnukwu

afiuli. ' Ma gee nti ife nwokea anakpo Banf eld kwulu na report
ya maka ndi Igbo nd1 na—akwadoro union Bible: “You know as "
well asIdo that the natwe has little stablllty of his own and moves
| and thinks as his superlors do.” Kedu ife ayi kpolu ya? Nneni! .
Mana ife m’ cholu ilutu aka bu echiche umu-kolej ga- agbasa
Ozioma na amamife na ani Igbo. Ife ofun’ime fa gwalu Banfield -
bu: “It would be good for us to leam to read the Union Bible and
then we can be understood wherever we are stationed.” Nwata
nwokea no na Awka College, mana omaro na Awka ‘na-apu ije
oo “akuku Igbo nine, na—eJ egh mugoduy asysu quu anakpo umon’7
23 '



Omaro na nna-nnem anakpo Iloégbunam bu nne-uzy, pulu ije na

Okigwe, nua nwanyi ebe afu muta umu. Ojelu mu union Igbo
tupu osi Awka puba je? Atarom nwany1 Og1d1 sili na akwukwo -

dika onye gukat’ya, ogupue akpa nzuzu! Ka ayi bez1a okwu
Dennis na ebea. Omerago. Sooso 1fe ayi nwelu ike ime kita bu

idinaata aka n’eze na’asi: “odi ka nya bulu mgba ka agbanwee .

Onwelu nghotafie ibua maobu ito ana-enwe maka union Baibul.

Nke 'mbg‘ bu na ndi Yoruba nwelu union Baibul fa nine na-agu.
Nkea bij nnukwu nghotafie. Ife Bishop Crowther melu bu iwelu

ofu dialect '(ohu) Yoruba ana-asu na Oyo ka obulu asusu Baibul
na igbasa ozioma. OQjero tinkaba Tjebuna Ibadan naQwo naAkure

na Ogbomosho na ndi ozo ka owe nweta union Yoruba Oweelu

onu di ndu ana-asu asu; onu nwelu be. Onye choo i ima mak’ ya

OJCCbCyaJua R : o

- Nghotafie nke ibua bu 110 na ife Dennis melu na Igbo bu ife

- ‘asusuna-emelu onwe fa ma. arapu fa. D. Westerman delu na 1929
naife Dennis melu Igbo bu ife umu-obele asusu Europe ji aka fa
melu, onwe fa mgbe gboo. Sc_>c_>sc_> ife di iche bu na nke Dennis
melu “was done by one peﬁSOn within a definite time, and not by
- slowand natural deve'lkOpm’ent ” Dr Westerman nwelu otutu nzele

~akwukwo, keduzi ka osi agwa ayi na onwero ife d1 iche na etiti -
osisi di ndu na nke kpolu nku? Nezie amamife na nzuzu bu

agbataobi! ;

Archdeacon T. J. D’enlll'is"nwulu na oxfirnili na 1917 ka nya ua

nwanye ya na-ana izu jke na etiti agha Gen'nan,nke izizi. Dika

~m’si kwunambu, afurom’ya ajo mmadu. Kamanwoke sili ike na

okwukwe ka obu. Olu obialu ilu na ani Igbo wolu ya anya ofuma.

Otufuro oge obuna we zobana olu afis ka dimkpa. Mana nneni oji sodo
, 24 _ ,

asusu Igbo, nandmwe asusu afy, dubalu yan "imebi ife.

‘Oburo $00s0 Dennis- bu ntupo a. Fajulu- eJu balu-abalu bu nd1 bu y(
‘Ofunwoke Na-ewu ewu Na uwa nine anakpo Albert Schweltzer
philesopher, theologian, mu51c1an medical mlsswnary Do agwc .

ndi.oya, na kwa agbasa ozioma na Gabon mgbe Denms 1no ne

: Onltsha na Egbu Owerri. Ka olu Schweitzer si putaka ife enyelu )

ya Nobel Peace Prize maka etu oluyasi wenite nwanne-na-nwanne .

na obodo nine (brotherhood of natlons) Mana ife ndia niné anararo :

7 SChWCltZCr isaghe onu si na ndi ojii bu umunne ya, kama na fa bu

’ ,’ umuann’ye-nta (obele umunne ya). Ifugo ntupo nneni afu ayi

kwugolu maka ya. Neaman bu onye—151 usuu-ndi-agha eze Sma

buru kwa onye anahu iru- -oma, nihi na obu na aka ya ka' Jehovd‘ :

nyere Sma nzoputa; nwoke ahu bu kwa dike nke bu dimkpa, ma

‘obu onye ekpenta (2. Kings 5:1). Nnen;s ndi ana- ewegalu 021
oma di ka ntupo ekpenta na ary ndi-ozi Chmeke Omelu nkao,
‘mee nka; obunka bulu nke 0z0, ma oji nneni bata, S
Akuko Dennis na union Balbul bulum nnukwu ife n wute
uzo di 1che iche. Mana nke kasi fa nine by etu esi fufu awe ' |

) ba1bu1 Igbo nwelu ibu 151-mm111 edemakwukwo naIgto. Atufuli

awelea ka Dennis wee nwee efe ime expenment na asusu onys
ozo Nke kasi njo buna emesia nyabu experiment jee kwusi nd;
na-ebi Ba1bu1 1weputakwa Baibul nke mbu 0z0. Nyaby enyere

~ ndi Igbo efe igosi maobu nke mbu, maobu nke ofuu di fa mma.

Kama ife egosili Igbo bu na oyibo j jimma _]Ide _]1
Obu ifea melu na Niger Mission ogu aro ise galu -aga debely
edemakwukwo n Igbo na onody ono taa. Archdeacon Denrw
tolu ukpulu ayi na-eso, nke bu na ofu mmadu nwelu ike nodu &e:
ya, sie aka n’imi, kwue ka ndi Igbo ga-esi na-asu, ma-obu na-e(‘.éz,' '
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asusu fa. Ochoziali ime ebele, okpokoba nzuko mmadu one-na- - -

one fa eweputa okwu ofuu di iche iche. ‘Onye nuzia ka akpolu

: 1fenwa mahadum, jua kedu ife obu, a51 yana odlka obla_ro nzuko
enwelu na March! R
‘Biko gbaghalunum. Achorom imejo onye obuna. Akaayina-

éb‘iﬁeli‘,taa bu ifea melu ayi gbod. Onwero onye uta diili.

Ife nyekalisili nsogbu bu ikuzili umuaka Igbo n’uno-akwukwo.
- Ayi esigo union Igbo baa central, si ebe afu pyta baa standard. .
Mana ife na-ebenu na-ebelili. Maka gini? Maka Dennis. Qbu -

iwu Dennis julu ayi isi. Iwu Denms buna mmadu nine ga—asuhh .-

‘ma-obu dehh ofu onu Igbo, nya lie nkuy, lie mmili!
Ife Okwua_]l sie ajo ike buna ndi cholu nkuzi aburo umuaka
kama ndl nkuzi na-onwe- fa. Unu ga-elota ndi nkuzi ana-azu na

, Awka na 1919 ndi kwulu na umon Igbo ga~abalu faulu ma fa lue n,a -

} “statlon fa. Amarom ma—obu $00som na-anu onu nwa-DC n’ onu
- ndi nkuzla Sooso ife fa na—nelo bu ifega-eme kaolufadinfe.

Ofu’ ife m "cholu ka ayi nu ghota ofuma bu na ofu mmadu :

ama-ka-ora; ada-etili asusu iwu. Ogu-madu-ise enwero ikeinye

asusu oda 0sokwo ya ka isi fa na- emetu enu-igwe. Asusu nwelu
-owala osi aga. Oge ufodu owo ay1 anya; oge-ufodu ogbagWOJue
ay1 anya. Onye welu anya ike sobe asusy, ofunati ya kpam-kpam.
Ife na-eme n’uno -akwukwo kita bu inapu umuaka ufodu Igbo
fa na-asu be nne fa na nna fa. Nkea bu nnukwu ajo ife ﬁ’,enwerc}

aty; ajo-ife-na-onu-oto. Keduzi onye ibu iga-¢ji si nwa mmadu,

‘na asusu amunyelu ya n’ya -esorozi; na oga-echefu ya, suba nke

ndi na-eso-uzo-Dennis weputalu? Nwata dezia £z, asi ya kagbue, dee

ha . cL e ; R
Qdim ka ayi agupusigo akpa nzuzu. Mana taa kaby vgbob.
RERNC 26 ~

Obu ezie na Qﬁ;tu oge agafenarigo ayi, ka ayi kee nkwucha, gbabido |
itufu ogu afg ise 0zo. Maka na agadi nwanyi daa nda ada naabo,

agua ife obu n’ukpa onu. 'Agbaa mbu, Otué n’ogwé; zigbaa ab(‘)‘

otua n’ ogwe obulu ogwe ka ayi na-apili aku.

. Ndi na-akuzi Igbo ga-anokoo tua alo etu fa ga-esi gbanwee

nkuzi asusu Igbo ka obulu ife afiyli, rapu ibu 1bu alo. Oge umuaka

ayidisi obele, anam-elota etu iru fa si ekewapu ka anwu mam’si -

- fabia kam’koly fa akyko iro. Ifendi na-akuzi Igbo ganagba mbo '

iweputa n’iru umuaka by anyanwu-a di nime obi fa. Ife Dennis

‘na umu-azu ya wetalu Igbo bu aluluu na- agbachl iru- anyanwu
~ dika ochichii.

: Asusu nwata putalu uwa nuba bu asusu chie, etu afa chie si

buly afa ubosi amuylu ya. Oyibo na—akpo ya “mother tongue” -

onu nne. Inapu nwata onu nne ya no odu ka i 1inapu ya alanne ya

isepu ya onu na ala ;
Ufodu na otu ndi kwelu na aga eme madu nine ka fa suba,

debe standard Igbo ekwugo si na ife kpatalu Chinua Achebe ji

emegide standard Igbo bu na oburo asusu Ogidi ka-eji mee stand-
ard. Ka mzaa fa n’iru Igbo nine ebea taa. Achorom ka ewelu.
Unu ghotalu ife m’na-ekwu? Asilim na achoromka e-welu! Unu
ma onye bu e? E bu ndi oke educationr ndi umu -azu Dennis, ndi
na-elo na asusu bu ezzgizzéen'zz Asusu bu onylnye Chukwu
Achorom inapu onye ¢  obuna nke ya; achorom ka e napum nkem
Ikekwo ufodu ana-elo na Chinua Achebe afuro Igbo nanya etu
osi fu Ogidi. Nkeabu asi, ughaD ashi! Onye na—afuro Igbo nanya
bu onye weelu 1 mma—oge na-egbusm nganaba ya nine. Afulum
Igbo nanya, fu Ogidi nanya. -~ B '
Ekpelem bu ka ayi zuputa igwe nd1 olu ga-ejl asusu ay1 donite R
27 ' ‘



n’iru umu mmadu anyanwu-ututu Chukwu tinyelu n’ ob1 fa, site

na 1de-akwukwo amamife na nchoputa diiche-iche, na akwukwo :
egwu, na- akuko -ani na akuko 1ro, abu akwa ma-obu abu oma, 4

nke gboo na nke-ofuu.

- Ndi na~acho ka ayl nine suba ofu onu na-ekwu na.oge adirozi '
: iche asusu Igboka owelu aka ya kwueife ga—abu standard. Mana /
fa na-elozo na obu 1cho standard ka Dennis ji nye ayi union Igbo, -

nke rnutalu central Igbo nke mutalu standard. Ime mgbanu kita
- enyerosi aka. Odika . okokpolo putalu ula oﬁ;—mb051 sika achobalu

: yanwunye nke- ta-nke-echi, ona-elo na nwanyi bu a.kwaa-ekobe?

Unyafu agago, ka ayi welu nkenke g oge fodulu taa gbaZIe onweay1
: 1ga niru ma chi foo.

Kedu ife m’ gagwa unu maka onodu Igbo nﬁ ngena unu na-

B amaroo makaliam? Kam sﬂcene na akuku lachaba nya by ofe di

~ oku. Ebo nine na mba nine nwelu ife eji malu fa, nya bu ife ndi

l 020 ji malu fa. Mana nke kasi mkpa bu ife ndi j ji malu onwefa,

. Obulu na enwelu ike 1ch1 gha azy na history je jua ndi ocha ndi
zulu aﬁa orunaAfricakedu ife fa lolu maka ndi Igbo, fa ga-a31 gi

gbabakwo, na fa ada-ekwe ekwe, na kama onye Igbo ga-abuoru,

odaba mili. Nyabu na fa abaro ulu obuna Fa ga-agwa gi na -
onwelu ofu ogendiesin ugbo—mm111 kpogota na enu-ani na South '
Carohna chighalu azu - fa nine, ‘manwoke, manwanyi, ma nwata,

‘ma okenye chlghalu azuka fa ra, banye na orimili, naa ego eji go
farw’iyi. Afa anakpo ebe nJmJla Jili bu Ibo-Landing, we lue ta,

- Onwelu abu-akwa ndi 0jii America ana-akpo Wallcmgm the Wa-

ter; ana—abu lue ta, maka ifea melu mgbe gboo.
Irapu 1bo Landing gbagota nwantinti na lustvzykwum ogu-aro
;111 gal aga, iga- afu nwoke anakpo Ekweano onye Iseke na Orlu
; 2 8 .

Division (dika munonwem si choputa) adoolu na agha ka odi arc
111-na-ofu welu ya tuba mgbele na West Indies, na Amenca, m:

Ry enu-ani ma n’ugbo-mili, wee lue na-obulu okolobla 011 1gb
: mbo ndi Igbo kuzielu onwe ya akwukwo luta ego oji gbalu onwe -

yan’oru, wee dee akwukwo wulu ewu na aro 1789 kpo ya Th

B IuterestmgNmatr ve of the Life of Olauda Eq uzazzo or Gustavu

Vassa, tbeAﬁtzcazz Written bszmse]f :
Ekwean(_) bu onye Igbo izizi delu akwukwo iji gwa uwa n:

nya esiro n’ofia puta, na nya bu nwa-amadi afia oru kpulu n:

apiti. Onye Igbo obuna kwesili i igu akwukwo Ekweano. Ariizc
~ ndi na-ebi akwukwo onye obuna nwelu ike i igota ya ta. Akwukw
- a bu uno-aku ife mmuta maka Igbo na oylbo na urnu—mmadu
‘ Otutu ife Ekweanu delu ga-emetu onye obuna na-obi; man:
onwero nke gafelu afiuli onwelu mgbe ogbaputaly. onwe ya n¢

onodu oru, wee na- awum enu, na-ebe: “ I am my own master!’

: ogu aru ili tupu Martin Luther King, Tr ebe “Free at lasﬂ”

Ife m’ji ekwu udi okwua bu na akuko ufodu n’nuly banyeh_l ifc -
na-emena ani Igbo gosilim na ndi be-anyi ufodu amaro, ma-obt

- na fa elozogo, ife ¢ji malu Igbo Mwe si ka m’kolu unu ma-obt

lotalu unu. Ndi Igbo achoro onye fa ga-akpo, nnamukwu ma- |
obu master. Igbo achoro onye ga-agba fa oru; onye ga-eji far me
bqy-b’o_;c Obulu na onye Igbo afu onwe yana Qn(;)du oru ma-obt
boy-boy, q;gaﬁanu, né-:igbani ka-osi na ya puta, nwelu onwe ya

- Keduzi ubosi ayi mutaly na nwoke bizulu uno ga-arapu be y:
jebe Abuja igu egwu na eze gadi ndu rue mgbe ebigh ebi?

Unu ma ife bu na Igbo enwero eze? Oburokwonu na Igbc‘
amaro ife ana-akpo eze. Lota naIgbo na Benin gbalu agbata—obl ’

" na Oba u’Iduu julu akuko iro ndi Igbo Lota na Igalla na Igbc’ '
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: gbalu agbata-obi na akuku nke ozo ,
. Na Igbo enwero eze abia-buro na onye Igbo achoro 1bu eze.

Onye Igbo obuna 1fu1u cholu ibu eze; mana ochoro ka onye 0z0 .

bulu eze ka nyanwa nodu n okpulu onye afu. Nya ka Igbo jisi
“Odi mma onyec obuna nabazia be ya, je chibe eze na ngwulu be
\‘ 'ya” Ndi anthropolocry ada-abiakebe ani Igbo i imu maka fa, makana
g Igbo maaly ife ndl afu maalu. Mana onwelu ofu onyc America-

"~ jelu Onitshaj jemua omenani fa ogu—aro-nabo gal’aga. Akwukwo

’odclu maka ife ochoputalu okpolu ya The King in Every Man.

 Onwero ife ana-ekwu maka ndi Igbo dabalu kaha nke-a. Kedu\
ubosi ay1 'mutazili na onwero onye Igbo d1 mma ichi ngena, na-_

0bu 50080 ndi mba 0z0 ka eze kwesili?

Kedu ubosindi Igbo choputaly naife di Nigeria mma bu och1ch1 o

aka-ike, ochichi ndi obi di na-azu? Mu na ofu ‘enyim, onye bc
~ anyi, ‘na-alulita uka banyelu ya n’oge na-etero aka, na bem na
" America. Ife enyim na-ekwu bu na democracy aburo maka ayi, -
na ife ayi cholu bu “a strong man” di ka Abacha, onye nd1 ocha
gana-atu egwu. “M’si ya biko ekwuzinaa! Ogca ka ojizi kwue
ke bu nke. Osim na ya aghotaro ife m na—ckwu Obuz1kwom
delu Things Fall Apart. Okonkwo oburo “ a strong man’, oburo
© udi mmadu ndi Igbo na-eweputa ka ochia fa? S
Ifea biazia ka oliem onu, mana oliro makana oburo izizi m nafu

| onye ghotafielu Things Fall Apart. Otutu aro gal’aga ofu scholar ‘

si Germany biaifum. Ajujuoju julum abusiro ajuju; kama obu igwam

etu ife si kwulu: Osim ma Okonkwo obu representative ndiIgbo?

~ ‘M’wee si ya na-oby, mana oburo-o ifea we gbakasia nwokea isi;
‘ofozia nya ma nya babalum mba. M’mubazia amu nime obim

maka na aghotalum nsogbu m’tinyelu nwoke-a nime ya; nwoke

de51 golu thesis ya na Okonkwo bu representatlve ndi Igbo biazia
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, ka onata confirmation, mwe na—ckponyelu yaajana gam‘

Echiche ndi Igbo ada—ese pa-enu mmili, od1 omimi rinne. Oburu -

| egwu achi utaba n’aka agba. Enyim onye Igbo bialu bem aghotaro
- onodu Okonkwo onye-oke mmuta si Germany b1a bem, aghotarg-

ya. Mana nkeka nke buna Okonkwo na- onwe-ya aghotakwuro

yal - | : |
Okonkwo sili 1ke d1 uchu, na-agba mbo na-ekwu ez1okwu

kpata aku chie echichi. Fa nine bu ife Igbo kwulu ka ana-eme. .
- Oburg s00so na-okwulu etua, okwulu ya n’onu uda. Okonkwo

wee nu, wee mebe. Mana onwelu ife ozo Igbo takwunyelu ayi na
nti. Osinaife kwuluy, ife akwudebe ya; ayi wenata akana egbe na

- mma, ayi akotona ojana ogene na aja-mbene na izu umunwanyl

na ndi obi nlo Okonkwo anuro ozia cz111 na obclc onu. - Umuoﬁa |

wee gbakuta ya azy mbosi: otijili ukwu mmyc n’oku..

Igbo na-akuzina. nwoke ada-esi eziama nwoke ibe ya anaba.

* Nkea bu ezigbo nkuzi. Mana onye ghotaﬁc nkuzia, onwelu 1ke'
" pa-elo na madu nine ra, na onyinye di iche Chukwu na-enye.

Obodo ana-elo etua enwero iga-n’iru.

Onye na-asi na democracy adiro Igbo mma aghotaro Igbo nke

- onaghota democracy. Ndi Igbo na-achi onwe fa n’obodo n’obodo

Onwee ife di mkpa ka obodo kwue amaa egugo, umu-nwoke

‘nine onu lugolu n’okwu agarube n ’ilo obodo ekwue okwu aft

n’iru ora. NdiIgbo ada-eziga * ‘representative” - onye ga-ekwul

fa onufa. Owolu anya naifea Igbo na-eme mgbe-gboo no odu ke

isi mbido democracy, maobu nna democracy. Ayi enwero ike s

ka ayi chigha, sobe uzo ndi gboo makana oburozi $00so ayi nwt |

obodo ayi. Mana ama-eji maka nkea si na democracy kalili ay1

maobu ny1h ay1 Kama alo.ayi gana-atu, na-atus1 1ke bu etu ay
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ga—es1 muta iroputa ndi ozi gana—eJ jel’ayi uno- nzuko et1t1 di 1che ,

iche, na-ekwu onu ayi nezle ma fa lue ebe afu. Mgbe politics i in-

dependence na—ebldo na Nigeria ofu nwata-okolobija-gna-enwu -

oku n’obi Jelu Awka ime campalgn maka 1banye House of As-

.....

: mmadu aru. Nwata okolobla bialu i 1_]e ezisizia ozi agha— a-ogu oji

‘bia-- etu aga-esi chu ndi ocha okpa—delelem welu okwa fakesaalu -

 umu ayi --ofu agadl nwoke wee juanya aJuJua Tkanwa unu jije,

‘obudi ndi-ala ka acholu n’ya, ka obu ndi anya dolu?

Ife di ayimkpatata bu ochlchl ndi anya dolu Ayi achoro ochlchl ;

ndi ofoogoli. Obu eziena afufu naaguudin obodo ayl ta. Mana

| obu n’oge di etua ka obodo ji adaba na onya ndi ofoogoh N}’a \

- bukaayi kee nkwucha n ’iroputa ndi ayi ga-ez1pu ka fa bulu anya
ayinantiayi. Onye ofoogoli ama—abu anya nanti ay1, kama obulu
afo ayi, na-ell ma nke yama nke ayi. Ode-akwukwo Chlnwelzu

ji udi mmadu-a tunyelu oke mmanwu eji udo adochlgha azu,

, putaz111 n’ilo chusasia umu okolobia na-ejide ya; egwu wee di!
Oge m’di na e21gbo nwata onwelu ofu dlmkpa n’obodo ayi
‘na-ewu ewl. Otopulu mmadu, di mma anya, malu na-ekwu okwu,

‘'mana ona—eme aka nabo. Kama na oda-eme ya na ani-uno; ona-
ejepu cJepu Ife ona-eme bu na etiti mgbaachi, mgbe mmady nine '
jebesili ugbo, obaa obodo ayi na fa gbalu agbataobl bulu ewu
" naba. Omekatazia, ndi obodo-a wee kwadebelu ya. Obiazia

bulukwa ka-osi ebu, okolobia isato puta, gaa nya okilikili, welu

‘ntu six inches kunye ya n’isi, rapu ya; ngalﬁzia"gnwu-gnwg
naputa, dachlc uzo. ‘

Ndi nwe nwoke-a jeebuluya, ,dozisia, doba ya odu etu esi eme

~ oge-afu, welu okpu mmee kpube ya n’ 155 gwa ndi obodd na
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onwulu oan chi ya. Ewee gbaba uno Qnwu, gbakatazia ntu-di

nwokea n’ubuly, dika oga-asi nya nodu ebea eme gini, wee gbaa
ka-tum, gbalu okpu-mmee tupu n’ogbo. Nd1 bialu uno-onwuy,

onye gbata21a ogbaghaa ibe ya.

Alkuko-a aburo ezi akuko, mana ifem ’ji koo nya bu ka ayi lota .
na ofoogoli aburo ife ofuu. Nke 0z0, na obu mmadu nwe ofoogoh
na umunna na-ekpuchi ajo ifenwa fa na -eme na-ana oge fan’ iyi,
maka na-ejiro obu-aka ekpuchl afo ime.

Ofoogoli dina politics ayi bu ndi obodo faka od111 igwa umu
fa okwu, tupu a_]o ife agbaa fum, chiputa madu nine okpa ezi.
Adamekwu na onwero isi na fa na-aga ofuma na ani Igbo. Otutu‘

ife di, mmadu nwelu ike isi na fa na-aga ofuma. Etu Dr. Alex

Ekwueme si welu ife galu na nroputa president, gosili omume

: ﬁwa-amadi. Politics nke obughim na isi ejide, all or nothing, bu

ife ana-afu na obodo anamaro ife, obodo ndi aguu, obodo:ndi

'amakekwu

" Ka ayi rapu.kene obugh1m—na~1s1 ejlde _]lkOO aka bumte Ani

 Igbo, ka ona-egbukepu dika ona-edo n Qwuwa-anyanwu.

© ©ChinuaAchebe 1999.

EKELE : :
Omtu ihem kwuru bauyere oru TJ. Dezzzzzs
n’Onitsha, sin akwukwo ohuru Jolm Goodchild
- dere no na mbzputa nke o kporo “Dennis and the
Ibo Bible” A nam ekele ya maka enyemaka nkea.

33



ot
g K 3]

Taa' bu Gboo

(Igbo-Izugbe)

Ndj Igbo, ekele m yny! Ndj Igbo, unu ga-adi! Oru by agbataobi

unu ga-adikwa - o! Igbo no n’ulo naIgbo puru ije, ha niile ga-

adikwa -o! Ebe nwa anona, ya puta ura. Ohanaeze, ekele m uny!

~Eze na 0zo, ekelee m! Nke onye chiri ya zere!

Achibishop Obmna, ka m kelee gi nke akamkpa maka nnukwu
ugwu i nyere m jhoputa m kam buru odee Odenigbo 1999.

Aro gi fia ndj otu gi tuputara wee bido nkuzi Odénigbo mara
mma nke ukwuu. Aha unu bara ya di mma mmaji mmaji. Odj ka
ugo beere n’oji; e lelekata ugo, € lelewe oji. Etu aka Odenigbo si
di n’anya m-ihe na-ewu ewu n’otu akuku, ihe“e dere n’Igbo
n’akuku nke 0zo. Ekpere m bu ka edemak
n’onodu ngworo o no na ya ugbua, kulie, setia, lqpawa ike.

Ubochj Achjbishop Obinna si Owerri, gbaa agu naasaa, gWuoi

mmiri naasaa, wee bata ebe m zoro n’otu obere obodo a na-akpo
Annandale, New York, obi mapuru m. M wee si ya o dikwa mma.
O si m were 0s0 were ije na Igbo no na-eche m n’Achlday051s

- Owerri ka m gwa ha okwu. Igbo kwenu! Kwezuonu! Unu ga-
adi. Achjbishop Obinna amarala na Chinua Achebe ejighi igbo

egwu egwu, na a si m na Igbo no na-eche, na iwu bu na aga m
~ abiariri. Sooso uche na-eche m bu na ihe mji bja agaghi eru okara

ihe unu gana-atu anya n’aka m. Egwu na- atu mbunam

nogorogodu na nnukwu oche unu ga-akwadoro m na vkwu m

ga-ebegoro n’elu. M wee na-ario ka unu were m etu m ha. Echetara

mubochi otu enyi m dugara m ndj na-edozi moto, wee gwa onyeisi

ha onye m bu. O wee si enyi m: O gwusmla‘7 Nke ozo dika ya

buru ubochi m pukwuru otu okenye enyi m n’Ogidi, o wee gwa

onyeyanayano onyem bu, o wee tie na anu na-ewu ewu anaghi eju

o n’igbo si

, L_lkpar./(‘) bu maka ya ka m ji yoo unu, bikonu werenu etum  ha.

Afo itolu na uma gara aga ka m puru ije a akwadoghi akwado -
n’obodo oyibo n’Amerika, wee nodu ahughi ala Igbo anya ya ,

“burugodu otu mkpuru ubochi. Ewu na- esukwanu osusoo, ma aji

ekweghi ka a mara. Mana ihe na-agba anyj ume, mu na nwunye
m na umu anyi bu ekpere anyi maara na uny na-ekpere anyi.

O bu Achibishop Obinna bu onye hoputara ka a kpoo okwum
ga-ekwu taa ‘Echi di ime”. M wee lewe ya Ies1a hu na o dabara
nke oma, kama ka m kponyere ya aka, meziere ya; ka o ghaxa
ikwu $00s0 ya, makana ihe kwuru sooso ya oyi atugbuo ya.
Kpatara na ihe kwuru, ihe akwuso ya; obundi na ihe kwusoroya =
bu 50050 ihe — onu oyi n’onu. Kpatara na ajo Ihe enweghi atuna

~ anyi na-akpo ya-ajo ihe n ’onu oto.

M wee chowa ihe ya na ‘echi’ ga-akwu wee hu na achoteghi m
ya aka, na o bu taa anyi no n’ ime ya. M wee nuria, si nwoke m
Obinna: “kedu maka Echi di ime: Taa bu gboo" Osimnaodi

- mma. Anyi wee kuo ya stamp. -

- O nweghi onye obula uche di n’afo amaghi na echr di nnukwu
mkpa. Echi niile, ma onye choo ikpozu ya aha ya, di omimi, di

' egwu makana chukwu enyeghi anyi amamihe ga- agwa anyl etu

anyi na ihe ga-esi je ubochj di n’ihu.
O nwere nnukwu mmonwu na-aputa n ’Ogidi ka nna mdi na

“nwata. The eji mara ya bu ajuju o na-adi aJu ndi okenye ma ha na
~ yakelesia: -

“Lee m anya n’isi: ka lgwam nke kanu 1he m bu n’ihu isi m,
ka 0'bu nke m bu n’ azu isi” :

Etu ya bu mmonwu si d1 o were ewu na okuko anya na ihe o
bu n’azuy isi ya kariri nke o bu n’ihu mmaji mmaji. Onye a juru
aJuJu a wee za si: Nna anyi, Egwugwu na nguregwu nke di
n’azuka”.

Mmonwu akwachaghana amu, wee kelee gi, si gi: Ileelaanya

-etu mmadu si ele, wee hu uzo etu mmadu si ahu. Uta adighiri gi.

Mana o buru naIlere m anya n’isi etu mmuo si ele, ma i hu nanke

din’ihuka. Ya ka mmuo ji sina Nkiruka!”

- Nkiruka bu uzo 0z0 anyi si ekwu na echi di ime. Ekpere anyi
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~ na-ekpe na ofo anyj na-ago bu ka echi muo n’ahuike na ndokwa;

ka nke di n’ihu ghara ika n’ahuhy, kama ka o ka n’ezi ihe na

' ukwe ndi CMS na-ekwe ebe mmaduy nwury na-asi:

Site n’ike nke Jesu, :

Oga-adimma

Anyi na-atu anya na echi,

0 ga-adi mma. ,

-~ ekpere ka a na-ekpe, otu ofo ka ana-ago. S

Ajuju m choro ka anyi juo onwe anyi bu nke a: O nwere ihe

anyi gana-eme wee na-eche ihe echi ga-amu? Anyi ga-eji

- okwukwe na-ekpe ekpere. Mana onye nwunydi ya di ime omumu

“agaghi ewere akwukwo ekpere nodewe ya, ututu, ehihie na anyaso

‘nso. O kpee ka o ga-ekpe, o jee chowa ihe a ga-eji jee uloogwu,
chowa ihe o ga-eji lee omugwo, azu asa a ga-eji tee ofe nsara. -
Etu a ka o diir anyi niile mgbe anyi na-ekwu na echi di ime.
Anyi agaghi achirj aka abyuo wunye na apata na-eche ka o muo.
Anyi ga-apuo, chowa ihe anyi gana-emetu aka wee na-eche.

Makana Baibul gwara anyi na okwukwe, maobu ekpere na

“enweghi ezi oru mere gini?kNwi}rg' anwu! (James 1@0). _
" Udi oru di n’iché n’iche: ory aka, oru ubi, oru echiche na ndi
- 0zo ga. Nke m choro ka anyi tinye anya taa bu oru echiche. Ka
- anyi cheedinu nwantinti echiche maka onodu ejughi afo nchancha

asusu Igbo no na yataa. E were onodu Igbo tunyere onodu Yoruba

‘magbu Hausa na Naijiria, n’Afrika na uwa niile, o nweghi aha
0zo anyi nwere ike ikpo nke Igbo n’abughi onodu ihere na
~ anyammiri. Kedu ka onye di ike si wee daa mba! Kedukalgboe
ji amaatu oganihu n’uwa niile ga-esizi etu « daghachi azy n’ihe
- ‘mbuce ji amaramba - asusy ha? The otutu mmadu ga-azamaajuo
ha ajuju a bu na umu Igbo na-agbaso ihe ndi oyibo, uwa wee
gbaa ha gharii-oyibo ha abughi, nke ha na-abu Igbo. ’
The di eti1 a, ndj Igbo na-asi ka a gaa jue ase, na ihe a agbaghi

aka. O bu ya by ase kam na-ayo unu ka anyi bido ebe a taa juwa.
Manakam gwa uny na o nweghi dibia maobu afakariri Igbo zukotara -
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Nna anyi ha ebee nke ha ichafly, si ozgemena! Mana 0 bu otu |

ebe a taa. Igbo ekelee m unu! Echi di ime, mana taa bu gboo.
O bu eziokwu na oge naha aganahi anyi; 0 bu ezie na senchuri-

" nke ga-akwusi n’onwa olenaole di n’ihu di ka o lara anyi n’iyi,
- 'makana ndi anyi na ha bidoro oso agbaferechaala. ‘

Mana iti aka n’obi na ita ikikirieze agaghi enyeziri anyi aka
n’uzo obula. Sooso ihe di mkpa by ichoputa ihe mere anyl, ebe
mmiri no mawa anyi. Mgbe anyi mesiri nke a o ga-adiri anyi mfe
icheputa ihe anyi ga-eme n’odinihu. - co :

-~ Kam gwazie unu ihe bu uche m maka nsogbu a anyi non’ime

~ ya taa. O bidoro otu nari na afo ise gara'aga mgbe ndi C.M.S

ziputara otu nwaokorobia ukochukwu a na-akpo T.J. Dennis ka o.
soro ndi na-ezisa ozioma n’Onitsha. Dennis rutere Onitsha n’afo -

- 1894 wee banye n’orundi CMS bidoro n’ala Igbo n’afo 1857.

Yabu na uka C;.M.S anodularii iri afo ato na asaa mgbe nwoke
a bu Dennis ji bia inyere ha aka. R '
Dennis bu mmadu ozioma Jeso na-anu oku n’obi, burukwa onye - -

ikeoru di hienne. Ezinaulo o si puta n’obodo oyibo abughi ndi
nwere aka, nke mere ka Dennis ghara iguzi akwukwo ihe buuche

- ya. Mana ha bu ;ndi na-agba mbo, buru ndi na-esochi uzo Kristi

anya. e , e

A myry Dennis n’afo 1869. Ubochi o di afo iriabuo dam ka o
weere onwe ya nye ndi C.M.S maka ory igbasa ozioma n’ Afrika.
Ndi C.M.S. wee nabata ya, zuo ya afo ano na koleeji ﬁdj
ukochukwu, chie ya dikon n’afo 1893, zipu ya Freetown, Sierra.

_Leone, ebe 0 noro otu afo tupu o gawa Onichan’afo 1894.

* Dennis amaghi asusu Igbo mgbe o biara Onitsha mana o di ya
mkpa hienne imuta ya. - Ll e
‘Mana ihe o kwuru ka otu afo gasiri bu na ya enweghi ike ghota

 otu mkpuruokwu n’ime iriise n’okwuchukwu e kwuru n’igbo.
~ Tkekwe na o chere na ya zohaa ukwu n’Onitsha ya asuwa Igbo

ka ndi nwe ala, 0 maghi na Igbo abughi egwu achi utaba n’aka

- wereagba. Mana Dennis abughi dibia a kpotara ka o chuo mmuo,
mmuo biaziri chuwa. ' oo

Otu ihe di nnukwu mkpa n’ory igbasa ozioma bu itinyé,Baibul
n’akwukwo ndi 0zo sonye n’asusu ndi a na-ezi ozi. Ndi Naija
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' MISSJOH (dlka e si akpo ndi C.M.S. n’Onitsha na mby) ebldola

© nwayQ nwayo n’orua..Onye bidoro oru abu nwoke an-akpo J.C.

Taylor nke ya na Crowther so bia Onitsha n’afo 1857. Taylor bu
onye Sierra Leonemananne yanannaya bu ndi Igbo a gbaputara
n’ohu. Taylor amaghi Igbo ofuma oge o biara Onitsha mana o bu
- onye Igbo na mmuo ya. The 0zo nyeere ya aka bu na o nwere
nwoke onye Sierra Leone 0zo a na-akpo Jonas nke na-asu Igbo
ofuma so Crowther na Taylor wee bia.

O buTaylorka a ga-asi toro nitoala uka CM.Sn Omtsha Obu
akwukwo olenaole n’ Agba C Oburu o tinyere n "Igbo ka Naija Mis-

sion _]1 aka uka mgbe Dennis biara Onitsha n ’afo 1894.

O were Dennis otutu oge iji. kwuo na ntapia Taylor tapiara -

adabaghl n’ihi na o machaghi oyibo ofuma. Mana nke a by ka o

'buru ihe o kwuru ihe Dennis na-acho bu ka ya onwe ya buru

onye ga-atapia Baibul n’asusu Igbo.-

- Dikam si kwu, Dennis dj ike oru hienne. O wee kee a_]l n’ume
banye 1meghar1 maobu igbazi (dika o si chee) ihe ufodu ndi mbu

mere. Ka o na-eme nke aka o na-atapiakwa akwukwo ndi fodurunu

na Baibul. Oruo n’afo 1910, di, nebi Baibul n’obodo oyibo

- eweputa Agba Ohuru zuru ezu n’olu Onitsha; ihe a kporo ya n’olu
" oyibo buru Niger Ibo New Testament. Anyi ga-echeta na o'bu s00s0
~ afo isii gara aga ka Dennis zoro ukwu n’ala Igbo ejighi otu
mkpuruokwu, anyi ga-ckwetana yabu nwoke bu oku na-agba ozara.
“Mana nke a ka bu mbido. lea onye mgbali o bu, Dennis
ewelie Agba Ochie, tapia, e bie, weputan afo 1906. N’ezw Dennis
bu onye okika-agba.

O buru na akuko Dennis jedebere ebe a, ase ajuju a anyi na-aju
- taa, aro a anyi: zukatara na-atu, agaghiriadi mkpa. Mana Dennis

 yiri nwaanyi Ugwuoba a siri na “o na-ebi oka ede o chiri ykwu
abuo wunye n’oku”, magbu udi nwaanyi Asaba a sirl na nwa ya

amaka, o si na ya aghubegh1 ya ahu o bu nd1 ahu Dennis wuru

Igbo ka Igbo no na-nsogbu ya taa.

Dennis choputara na Igbo na-asun’olun olu, wee hu oru0z0 0
ga-aru. Mana Igbo amarala kemgbe uwatuwa na mba na-asun’olu
n’ olu. Mba a na-ekwu abughi Hausa maobu Yoruba, kama akuku
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Igbo ndi 0zo. Mba naasun olu ma na ndi kwaa ukwara ibe ha

amarala ihe o bu. Mana Dennis aghotaghl obere amamihe a.
Oludiicheiche Igbo na-asu wee bido chuwe Dennis ura, Kedu

ihe a ga-eme asusu a bu Igbo kao wee buru ezigbo ngwaoru a ga--

“¢ji gbasa ozigma Kraist n *ala Igbo niile? The o cheputara bukaya
. kpokota mmadu olenaole site na Bonny, n ’Onitsha, na. Unwana
(Afikpo) na Owerri ka ha nodun Egbu Owerri cheputa Igbo ohuru
" na-abughi nke onye obula iche, ma buru nke ha nule n’otuyabu

Union Igbo, Igbo njikoaka. , ,
Etu m si ako akuko a, ikekwe unu ana-eche na obu sooso Dennis o

no na C.M.S na Naija Mission. Ndi 0z0 no, ma ndi ocha ma ndi -
ojii. Onyeisi C.M.S. n ’Onitsha bu Achideacon Dobinson, onye
norola ala Igbo otutu afo; Ukochukwu Smith na Basden, Miss

‘Warner onye bidoro Saint Monica, uloakwukwo izizi ymunwaanyi

n’ala Igbo nia ndi ozo ga. Ndi ojii nokwa ya, ma ka anyi hapugodu
ha maka na o bughi ha nwe uka. Kedu ihe ndi ocha ndi 0zo chere.

maka aro Dennis, na-atu maka Union Igbo. Onye dika Basden
bidoro gboo kwuwe na o wekwaghi ya anya, nke 0 na-ewe Miss
Warner na Smith:. Mana nke a enyeghi Dennis nsogbu tumadi ebe-
onyeisi kpatakpata bu bishopu Tugwell bi na Lagos kwadoro
Dennis. Mana oburugodu na blShOpu akwadoghl Dennis, Chukwu

kwadoro ya, etu uche ya si gwa ya.

. Anam eche na otu ihe kasi ndi 0zo niile 0 ji d1 ndi CM.S mkpa
ikwado Union Igbo bu na o ka mfe inwe otu Baibul mmadu niile
na-agu karia ma inwe ato maobu ano. Q ga-adikwa onu ala n’ego.
O werem anyanao bughi odinihu maobu oganihu asusu Igbo ka -
hana-eromakaya.

- Otu ngalaba C.M.S. di na Bonny a na—akpo Naija Delta Pas- .
torate (NDP) na onyeisi ha bu diokpara Crowther ekweghi na

‘ntapia Baibul a na-eme n’Onitsha. Ha wee bido tapiawa nke ha
‘n’olu Isuama. Dennis na Bishopu Tugwell na-akwado ya wee

bido igba ha mgba okpuru site n’igakwu ndi na-ebi Baibul si ha - |

- chetugodu ka a nochaa nzuko ndj uka di iche iche ndi NDP, ndi

Methodist, ndi- Presbytenan na ndi Qua Ibo na-agbasa ozioma -

n akuku Igbo niile. Akporo nzuko an’Ogostu 1904 mana Dennis
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' enweghl ike 110taru Onicha maka ya. Nd1 nzuko wee kwekorita
‘nantapia Baibul n’olu Onicha nakwan *olu Isuama bu ihe di mma. ‘

"Mana Dennis akatala ahu nke nukwu kita, o burula ekwusie-
* ma-onoghi-obata- ekwugharia. Na 1905 ¢ kporo nzuko 0zo
n’ Asaba; kpachapu. anya na nkwado ya, hu na B1shopu Tugwell
‘n’onwe ya ga-abia nodu n’isi oche.
The niile gara dika Dennis si kwadowe. Q bu ezie na o bughi ndi

niile no na nzuko Asaba kwenyere n’ihe Dennis na—akwado mana

“ha gbachara nkiti makana ndrka n’onuogu kwunyeere Dennis.
- Ebe Dennis hoputara iji mee isionodu bu Egbu Owerri. O ruo
- n’Oktoba 1906 ¢ hapu Onitsha gawa Egbu ebe ya na nd1 na-

enyere ya aka b1doro itinye Baibul n’asusu ¢ kporo Union Igbo-

nke Dennis nwere nchekwube na ndj Igbo ga-asu n’odinihu. The
- Dennis mere bu o gaa n’otu akuku Igbo - weta otu okwu, ogaa
'n’akuku 0zo were okwu na-eso ya, 0 gaa n’ebe nke ato weta nke

n’eso ya. Akuku ato ha lekwasara anya karisia bu Onitsha, Bonny,

“na Unwana makana enweghi mbido ntapia Bajbul n’olu ndi a.
. Achoro m ka onye obula ghota na abiaghi m ebe a ikoto Dennis
| ma@bu oru ya. The m choro jtuputara uny bu na asusu abughi igwe
okpuuzu ga-ewere tinye n’oku, weputa kuziwe maobu kugowa

etu soro ya. Asusu di nso, di omimi, di egwu. O di ndy, Na-eku

ume. O bu ya bu ihe kewaputara mmadu na umu anumanu. Ya

- kewaputara ndj na ibe ha; mbana agbataobi ha. Yaka onyeobia”si ,

ala-nna-m-ha-ji-ugwo-ehi ga-abata nara m asusu m hlkwaa, wusa,
51 a ¢ ga-abara m uru n’odinihu.

Afo 1913 kwesiri ka anyi na-echeta ya dika ubochi Ach1deacon :

/ “Dennis hara mmiri na-ama asusu Igbo taa. O bu n’afo ahu kandi
na-ebi Baibul na London weputara onyeokika-agba a na-akpo

Union Igbo Bajbul. Mana okwu ebeghi n’ebe ahu. O di mkpa iju.
* ajuju: kedu ebe ndj Igbo no? Kedu onye nwe akwa ewu na-ata?
Kedu ebe Anyaegbunam, onye izizi echiri ukochukwu n’ala Igbo,
kedu ebe 0 no? Kedu maka A.C. Onyeabo onye izizi ¢ mere
Bishopu n’ala Igbo? O by ezie na ndi a no na nzuko, mana onu :

erughi han’okwu. Ha ajula ekwensu na oru ya niile, mana o bughl
ha nwe omoma
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' N’afo 1918 G.T. Basden bu odeakwukwo ndi C.M.S. n’Onitsha
zisara ajuju maka Union Igbo Baibul, iji mata echiche ndi oru

- CM.S—ndi ocha ndj ukochukwu ndi Igho, ndi West Indies. Dika
Basden si kwu, ndi ocha niile zachighara ajuju ahu.... Kam kwuo

ndi 0zo n *oyibo: “of the native clergy the three youﬂyest an- -
swered.. The reason why the Native c]efgybave zzot azzswefed 18
that they are aftaid to state their opinions on paper’. ‘

O bu s00s0 Basden bu onye kwusiri ike imegide Union Igbo.
Mana etu anyi si hy, Dennis meriri Basden. Mana, onye € merm ,

abughi Basden, kama e meriri asusu Igbo.
N’ime afo niile a na-agbagha union si-union- a51gh1 otu ihe

Dennis na ndj otu ya kwedoro aka bu ‘nghota’. Ndi Onicha ha

ghotara Union Igbo? ndi Owerri ha ghotara Isuama? O nweghi
oge obula Dennis na-aju: kedu ka o si ada ha na nti? O nweghi
‘mgbe o na-gju: I ga—ejlhpu asusu a gu egwu anuri maobu bee

" akwa ariri? Ajuju a adighi Dennis mkpa Mana Basden ghota:a

ihe o ga-eweta n’odinihu.
: “Bible reading becomes a bardezz ratherthan a

duty and a pleasure... ” One cannot find
Laneashire, Devonshire, Cornish and somerset
dialects mixed up in our Bible. Why should such

a system be inflicted upon a poor uneducated
people....

Hapu ma ndi Igbo ha bu ‘poor uneducated peop]e ma ha
‘abughi. Eziokwu di n’ihe Basden na-ekwu bu na ihe Dennis ji
-asusu Igbo mee bu ahubeghi - O nweghi ebe 0z0 e merela ya. O
di mkpa hienne na anyi niile ghotara nke a ofuma —naihe e mere

. n’asusu Igbo na 1913 bu ahubeghi. Ndi na—aghotaghl ihe a na-

ekwu na-¢ji Baibul Yoruba maobu Bajbul Efik ama atu. Ha na-
‘ajusi: Keduihe Yoruba ga-eji nwee otu Baibul ma Igbo enweghi
ike? Qziza ajuju a di mfe. Yoruba nwere otu Baibuln’ihi naonye -
no n’isi ozioma na Yoruba bu Samuel Adjayi Crowther, bunwaafo
Yoruba O wee tinye aka horo otu olu Yoruba n’etiti olu di iche

- iche. Olu Crowther hoputara bu nke Oyo. Gekwanu m nti ofuma.
o Crowther gjeght’ muwagodu Yoruba afo ise magbu i 1su o jeghi
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kpoo nzuko otu onye ijeby, otu onye Lagos otu onye Owo otu

onye Ogbomosho na ndi 0zo na-asuolu di iche ichen’ala Yoruba,

si ha wetawa otu okwu, otu okwu ka e wee kee okwu ohuru ha
niile gana—aghota Crowther maara n’ime mmuo yana asusy abughi
‘akamere, nke 0 na-abu ngwngwo e bute a tunye.

The Dennis mehiere, maobu uzo o gahiere abughi i icho otuolu -
Igbo a ga-eji sugharla Baibul na ya, kama ¢ bu ngala na nleli

onye ¢ ob1a batara mba ha ka Igbo si hana gi n’onwe gi bu okpuuzu
asusu blara ikpuru ha asusu ohuru ka mma karia ihe ha na-asu,
nke nna ha sury, na nnanna ha uwatuwa.

0 nweghl ihe obula m gutara maobu mutara maka Denms na-

egos1 m na o bu ajo mmadu. O bu nnukwu dike n’ory, buru onye
ji obi yaniile bia inyere ndi Igbo aka, kpc)rc_) nwunye yana nwanne
* ya‘nwoke na nwanne ya nwaanyi bia n’ory ahu. Mana nke a

- anapughi Dennis ileda ndi Igbo anya maobu ileli asusu ha. Gee.

" nti ihe o dere maka Igbo. _
" Our translational difficulties were two-fold, viz,
firstly, those arising from the poverty of the lan-
. guage, and secondly; such as arose from difference
of dialect. The former are, of course largely chronic
In character, and are common not only to all the Ibo
dialects, but also, many of them, to all barbarous
B ]anguages ’(Church MsszonazyRcwew 1912).
Okwu abuoo na-amali elu, na-alu onwe ha aka bu ‘poverty”’ na

' “barbarous’, , Asusu Igbo enweghi akunauba; o dara ubiam. O bu
asusu ndi azybeghi azy, ndi di ka anuohia na-enweghi .

nghota. Gwazia m, onye ji echiche di etu 2 wee biakwute asusu o
~ ga-eji nsopuru na-emeso ya, ka o ga-¢ji mkpari?

Okwu a abughi naani Dennis ka o metutara. o metutakwara
mmekorita ndi oyibo na ndi oji site na mgbe ochie. Narj afo ato
ka oyibo ji si n’ okeoshimiri na-arigota, otu nzoukwu, otu nzoukwu,
n’elu ala Afrika. Agha ha by abia enweghi atu. O bu egbe, turu
mma, kpuru okun’onu -

- Oyibo alughi ya bu ogu n’onwe ha, kama ha nyoputara ndl
Qfgogen na ndi amakekwu di be ndi ojii, bunye ha ngwaagha,
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| nye ha mmahya oku si ha baa, mesuo obodo; hanwude manwoke

ma nwaanyi, ma umuaka chidata ka e goro. Ahia ohu wee bido
etu a, nwayo nwayo na-ebu na-abami kwa ubochi, kwa afo wee

" ruo n’ Afrika niile enwuru oku, wee gbaa nari afo ato.

The anyi luru agha Biafra erughi afo ato, ma lee ka ihu na anya

-di anyi ka a luchara ya. Chezie maka narj afo ato' Ogu B1afra

mmaji mmaji, ogu mmaji ise! “Opne hundred times”.

Ihe mere Afrika abughi ihe a na-akoro mmadu. Onye na—ekweghl
na oria enwe riara ike, ya gaa lee ka anya di atani furylaya oku!

- -Mgbe ozioma ji biarute Ala Igbo na 1857, ndi Igbo amaghizi
onwe ha. Ahuhy- ebeebe edewela ha eleghl—welata \

Ndi ocha, n’akuky nke ‘'ha, akpoghi Igbo ihe obula n’ihi afo
kwuru afo oyibo ji ndi ojii azuru ahia ahu. O bughi na nkiti kaotu
okenye n’Onitsha oge ahu ji kwuo si nayaga-abjauwaozonaya -
agaghi abiazi ka mmadu, kama o ga-abiazi dika okwute. Kedu
ihe 0zo mmadu ga—anu wee mara na ubochi adlghl mma n’ala
Igbo? - ,

O buru na onodu Igbo di njo et: a, anyi ga-ata ndi wetara ozioma
' 'uta makanleli haji jiri bia? Utadi yabu nanleli adighi na nkuzi Kra.lst ;7
" nke 0zo bu na aka oyibo di n’ihe debere Igbo n’onodu o no.

Mgbe ufodu na ngaghan m n’obodo ndj ocha, ajuju ndi guru

- akwukwo na—aJu m bu: “Obibia ozioma biara Afrika, o di mma

ka o dinjo?” Ajujua bu mkpakana (ajuju e ji aj jugbu okenye). Etu
m si aza ya bu na ozioma,dika aha ya si di, mara mma nke ukwu.
Mana ozioma biara Afrika abughi so0so ya di n’akpa e ji weta ya.

Nleli oyibo leliri ndj oji di n’otu akpa ahu. O bu nleli amere ka

' Dennis,chee na ya bu chi ga-ekere Igbo asusu ohury; chee na ndi
Igbo Arochukwu amaghi ihe ha na-ekwu mgbe ha siri na (Union

Igbo kwere ha nghota) kama na ¢ dighi uto na nti; chee na ndi

" 0zo niile na-ekwu ka € ewere nwayoo sobe union Igbo bu ahandi

ujo, ndi Omtshanyere Dennis bu ozojiriogwe. Ndi Igbo na- ekwu

- pa aha a bara mmadu na-achoje ya.

Ajuola m ajyju a mbu: “Kedu ebe ndj Igbo no oge 1he a niile
na-eme”; m wee za si na ha no kama na onu erughi ha n’okwu.
Mana ya b1_1 aziza ejuchaghi afo. O kwesir] ka anyi leba ya anya
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ofuma mara ihe any1 nwere ike imuyta maka taa na echl Nwata
~ afiu gbara na-aso okporo kporo ishi. O bu ezie na onu erughi ndi
Igbo n’okwu na mbido uka be ha, mana o nwere etu onye onu na-

- erughin *okwu ga-esi edebe 1hu, mmadu ncha amara 021gb0 naoso .

" n’ihe a na-ekwu. S
- Ndi Igbo akwukotaghi onu g051 na ha esoghl Ufodu gosiri,

ufodu egosighi. Ndi ocha no n’akuku Igbo di iche iche atufughl -

oge n’iji okwu a kewaba Igbo: Onltsha Owerre, Isuama, Bende,

,Arochukwu wee gawazie. Ajuju kwesm ka anyi juo onwe anyj

~ maka taa na echi bu nke a: Kedu ihe kpatara o ji adiri any1 ofere ily
ogu imeulo, ogu mbuboede, hapu agha nke bu agha no n’eziama?

Ndi C.M.S. meghere Awka College maka izi ndi nkuzi na.

mbido senchuri a. N’afo 1919 otu nwoke kwadooro Dennis

n’eleghi anya n’azu, gara juo ndl koleeji ahu ihe ha chere.Etu - :

nwoke a siri kwu, ha mere vootu nke gosiri na mmadu 1r1na1tolu

kwadoro union Baibyl, ebe irinaise akwadoghl Nwoke a sina =

British na Foreign Bible Society na London wee bia. Vootu ndi
Awka nyere ya nnukwu anuri. Ma gee nti ihe nwoke a na-akpo

'Banﬁeld kwuru na nchoputa o mere maka ndi Igbo nd1 na-

d akwadoghl union Baibul
you know as well as I do that tbc native has lztﬂc
stability of his own and moves and thinks as his
, superiors do”. Kedu the anyi kporo ya? Nleli! -
Mana ihe m choro irutu aka bu echiche umu koleeji ga-agbasa
ozioma na amamihe n’ala Igbo. Ihe otu n’ime gwara Banfield bu.

“It would be good for us to learn to read the Union Bible and then ‘

we can be understood wherever we are staﬁ'oued Nwata nwoke

ano nakoleeji Awka, mana omaghi na Awkat na-apunjemn ‘akuky -

Igbo niile, n’agaghi muchaa asusu ohury ana—a.kpo union. QO maghl
na nna nne m a na-akpo Iloegbunam bu nne uzu, puru ije
n’okigwe, luo nwaanyi ebe ahu, muta umu. O gara muo union

Igbo tupu o si Awka puwa njem? A taghi nwaanyi Ogidi siri na

akwukwo di ka onye gukata ya, O gupuo akpa nzuzu!
‘Ka anyi bezie okwu Dennis n’ebe a. O mechaala. Naanj ihe
anyi nwere ike ime ugbu a bu idinaata aka n’eze na-asi: “O dika
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~ya buru mgba, kaa gbanwee”. O nwere ngbotahle abuo maobu

ato a na-enwe maka union Baibul. Nke mbu bu na ndl Yoruba
nwere union Baibul ha niile na-agu. Nke a bu nnukwu ghotahie. -
The Bishopu Crowther mere by iwere otu olundi Yourba a na-asu
n’Oyo ka o buru asusu bajbul n’igbasa ozioma. O jeghi tinkawa
ijebu na Ibadan na owo na Akure na ogbomosho na ndi ozo ka o.

‘'wee nweta union Yoruba. Q weere olu di ndu ana-asu,-olu nwere

be Onye choo ima maka ya; o gaa be ya juo.

- Nghotahie nke abuo bu iche na ihe Dennis mere n’Igbo bu ihe
asusu na-emere onwe ha ma a hapu ha. Dkt. Westerman dere na
ihe Dennis mere Igbo bu ihe umu obere asusu Yurope j ji ‘aka ha

‘meere onwe ha mgbe ghoo. Sooso ihe di iche bu na nke Dennis
. mere “was done by one persou within a definite time, and not by ‘

slow and natural development’’ Dkt Westerman nwere otutu nzere
akwukwo, keduzi ka o si agwa anyi na o nweghi ihe di iche n’etiti
osisi di ndu na nke kporo nku. N’ezie amamihe na nzuzu bu agbataobi!

Achideacon T.J. Dennis nwuru n’oshimiri n’afo 1917 kayana
nwunye ya na-ala izu ike n’etiti agha Jaman nke izizi. Dika m si kwu
na mbu, ahughi m ya ka ajo mmadu. Kama o bu nwoke siri ike

- n’okwukwe Oru o biara irun’ala Igbo doro ya anya nke oma. O

tufughi oge obula wee zowa na olu ahu ka di mkpa. Mananlelioji -
sodo asusu Igbo, na ndi nwe ausus ahu dubara ya n’imebi ihe:

O bughi so0so Dennis bu ntupo a. Ha juru eju bara abara bu =
ndi bu ya otu nwoke na-ewu ewu n’uwa niile a na-akpo Albert
Schweitzer — philosopher, theologian, musician, medical mission-
ary-no na agwo ndi oria nakwa agbasa ozioma na Gabon mgbe
Dennis no n’Onitsha na Egbu Owerri. Ka oru Schweitzer si putaka -
ihe e nyere ya “Nobel Peace Prize maka etu oru ya si welite
agbataobi nwanne na nwanne n’obodo niile (brotberbdod of na-
tions). Mana ihe Pd1 aniile anabighi Schwe1tzer isaghe onu sina

- ndi ojii bu umunne ya, kama na ha bu umunne ya nta (obere
umunne ya.) | hula ntupo nleli ahu anyi kwurula makaya. Neaman -

bu onyeisi usuu ndi agha eze Siria... burukwa onye a na-ahu ihu
oma, n’ihu na ¢ bu n’aka ya ka Yahweh siri nye Siria nzoputa;

nwoke ahu bukwa dike na dimkpa, nana o bu onye ckpenta (2 '
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Kings 5:1). Nleli ndi ana-ewegara Ozioma di ka>nt1_1p(.) ekpenta

‘n’ahu ndi ozi Chineke. O mere nke a, meenke a; ¢ bunkea buru '

nke 0z0, ma o ji nleli bata.

Akuko Dennls na union Ba1bu1 buuru m nnukwu 1he mwute

. n’uzo di iche iche. Mana nke kacha ha niile buetu e si tufuo
onodu/awale Baibul Igbo nwere ibu isi mmiri edemakwukwo

n’Igbo. A tufuru onodu aka Dennis wee nwee efe ime ihe nchoputa - |

(experiment) n’asusu-onye 0zo. Nke kacha njo bu na e mesiaya
* bu ihe nchoputa gaa kwusi ndi na-ebi Bajbul iweputakwa Baibul
nke mbu 0z0; ya by nke mbu, maoby nke ohuru di ha mma.
Kama ihe e gosiri Igbo bu na oyibo ji mma , Jikwa ji.

‘O buihe a mere na Naija Mission, ofu nari afo gara aga debere

edemakwukwo n’Igbo n *onodu 0 no taa. Achideacon Dennis
torg ukpuru any1 na-eso, nke bu na otu mmadu nwere ike nodu
ebe ya, sie aka n’imi, kwuo ka ndi Igbo ga-e51 na-asu, maobu na-

ede, asusu ha. O chozie ime ebere, 0 kpokowa nzuko mmadu
olenaole ha eweputa okwu ohuru dj iche iche. Onye nuzie ka a

kporo mahadum, juo kedu ihe o by, a 51 yana o di ka o blaghl |

nzuko e nwere n’ onwa Maachi! ‘
Biko gbagharany m. Achoghi m imejo bnye obula. Aka anyl
na-ebihieri taa bu ihe a mere anyi gboo. O nweghi onye uta diiri.
Ihenyekanchara nsogbu bu ikuziri umuaka Igbo n’uloakwukwo.

‘Anyi esila Union Igbo baa Sentral, si ebe ahu puta baa Igbo Izugbe

‘ (standard) Ma ihe na-ebenu ka na-eberiri. Maka gini? Maka
Dennis. O buiwu Dennis juru anyi isi. Iwu Dennis bu na mmadu
niile ga-asuriri magbu ederiri otu olu Igbo, ya rie nku rie mmiri!

The okwu a ji sie ajo ike bu na ndi choro nkuzi abughi umuaka, -

kama ndi nkuzi n’onwe ha. Unu ga-echeta nd1 nkuzi a na-azu
n’Awkan *afo 1919 ndi kwuru na union Igbo ga~abara haurumaha
ruo steshon ha.- Amaghi m ma ¢ bu s00so m na-anu olu nwa DC
n’onu ndi nkuz1 a. Naani 1he ha na—elo bu ihe ga-eme ka oru ha di
mfe,

Otu ihe m choro ka any1 nu, ghota ofuma bu na sooso otu
~ onye, n’agbanyeghi etu ¢ ha, enweghi ike itiri asusuiwu,
Otu nari mmadu enweghi ike i inye asusu oda, ¢ sokwa ya ka isi
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“hana- -emetu n’elui gwe Asusu nwere owara o si aga Oge v ufodu

0 wee anyi anya; oge't ufoduo gbagWOJ uo anyi anya. Onye were
anya ike sowe asusu, o funahi ya kpam kpam

The na-eme n’uloakwukwo ugbu a bu inapu umuaka ufodu Igbo
ha na-asu ebe nne ha na nna ha. Nke a bu nnukwu ajo ihe na-

, enweghl aty; ajo ihe na olu oto. Keduzi onye i bu i ga-eji si nwa

mmadu na asysu a munyere yana ya esoghizi, na o ga-echufu ya
suwa nke ndi na-eso uzo Dennis weputara‘7 Nwata de21e “ha”.a -
si ya kagbuo. '
Odi mka anyi agupuchaala akpa nzuzu. Mana taakabu g g,boo
O bu ezie na otutu oge agalahala anyi, ka anyi kee nkwucha,

”gbabldo itufu otu nari afo 0zo. Maka na agadi nwaanyi da nda

nda abo, a guo the o bun’ukpa onu A gbaa mbuy, o tuon og,we

“agbaaabuo o tuon ‘ogwe, 0 bu ogwe ka “a piiri.

Ndi na- akuz1 Igbo ga-anokoo tuo aro etu ha ga- esi gbanwoo
nkuzl asusu Igbo ka o bury ihe afiuri, hapu ibu ibu aru. Oge
umuaka anyi disi obere, ana m echeta etu ihu ha si ekewapu ka
anwu ma m si ha bia ka m kooro ha akuko ifo. The ndi na-akuzi
Igbo gana-agba mbo iweputa n’ihu ymuaka bu anyanwu adi n’ime -

- obi ha. The Dennis na umuazu ya wetaara Igbo bu aluluu na-
‘agbachi ihu anyanwu dika ochichiri. :

Asusunwata putara uwa nuwa bu asusu ochle etu aha OChIC 51‘

‘buru aha ubochi a muruya. Oyibo na- -akpo ya ‘mother tongue” -

olu nne. Inapu nwata olu nne ya no odu ka inapu ya ara nne,
isepu ya onun’ara.

Ufodu n’otu ndi kwere na a ga-eme ka mmadu niile suwa,
dewe Igbo Izugbe (standard Igbo), ekwuola si na ihe kpatara.
Chinua Achebe ji emegide Igbo Izugbe bu na o bughi asusu Ogidi

~ kaejirimee ya. Kamzaahan’ihu Igboniile ebe a taa. Achoghi

m ka e were. Unu ghotara ihem na-ekwu? Asiri m na achoghi m
ka e were! Unumaonye bue? O bundi oke mmuta, ndi umuazu -
Dennis, ndi na-eche na asusu bu “engineering”’ Asusubuonyinye

- Chukwu. Achoghi m inapu onye obula nke ya; achoghi m ka a

napu m nke m. Ikekwe ufodu ana-eche na Chinua Achebe ahughi

‘ Igbo n’anya etu 0 si hu Og1d1 Nke a bu asi, ugha ashi!
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Onye na-ahughi Igbo n anya bu onye weere mma oge na-
 egbusisi ngalaba ya niile. Ahury m Igbon’anya, hu Ogidin’anya.

- Ekpere m bu ka anyi zuputa igwe ndi oru ga-eji asusu anyi

~dolite n’ihu umu mrnady anyanwu ututu Chukwu tinyere n’obi
ha, site n’ide akwukwo amamihe na nchoputa di iche iche, na
akwukwo egwu, na akuko ala na akuko ifo, abu akwa maobu
abuoma, nke gboo na nke ohuru.

Ndj na-acho ka anyi niile suwa otu olu na-ekwu na oge adighizi

iche asusu Igbo ka o were aka ya kwuo ihe ga-abu Igbo Izugbe
Mana ha na-echefu na o bu icho Igbo Izugbe ka Dennis ji nye
~ anyi union Igbo, nke mutara sentral Igbo nke mutara Igbo Izugbe.
- Ime mgbalu ugbu a enyezighi aka. O dika okokporo’putara ura
- otuubochi sika achowara ya nwunye nke taa nkeechi, O na-ero

na nwanyi bu akwaa ekowe? Unyahu agaala, ka anyi were nkenke -

oge fodurunu taa gbazie onwe anyi igan thu ma chi boo.
Kedu ihe m ga-agwa unu maka onodu Igbo na Naijiria unu
-amabeghi makariam? Ka m sikene n’akuku rachawa ya bu ofe di

oku. Ebe niine na mba niile nwere ihe eji mara ha, ya bu ihendi ozo -

jirl mara ha. Mana nke kacha mkpa bu ihe ndi ji mara onwe ha.
O buru na e nwere ike ichigha azu n’aguguala je juo ndi ocha

maka ndi Igbo, ha ga-asi gi gbawakwa, na ha ana-ekwe ekwe, na.

kama enye Igbo ga-abu ohu o0 daba mmiri. Ya bu na ha abaghi

uru obula. Ha ga-agwa gi na o nwere otu oge ndi € si n’ugbommiri -~

kpogota n’elu ala na South Carolina, chighara azu -- ha niile, ma
nwoke, ma nwanyi, ma nwata ma okenye--chighara azu ka ha,
banye n’osimiri, laa ego eji zuo han’iyi. Aha a na-akpo ebe njinji
a jiri bu Jbo, Landing, wee ruo taa. Onwere abu akwa ndi ojii

- Amerika a na-akpo “Walking in the Water’, ana-abu ruo 0taa maka ,

- ihe a mere mgbe gboo.

T hapu Jbo Landzug gbagota nwantinti n ’aguguala kwu31 nari
afo abuo gara aga, i ga-ahu nwoke a na-akpo Ekweano, onye
Iseke na Divishon Olu (dika muonwem si choputa) a dooro n’agha
ka o di afo irinato, were ya tuba mgbere na West Indis, n’ Amerika,
‘ma’elu ala ma ugbommiri, wee ruo mgbe ¢ obuuru okorobia. Oji

igha mbo ndi Igbo kuziere onwe ya akwukwo, ruta ego 0jiri gbara '
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onwe ya n’ohu, wee dee akwukwo wuru ewu 1’afo 1789; nke o

gbaputa kpo ya“ ‘The IuteresﬁugNazmﬁve of the Life of Olauda .

Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, the Afiican, written by Himself.”
Ekweano bu onye Igbo izizi dere akwukwo iji gwa uwa na ya

es1gh1 n’ohia puta, na ya bu nwa amadi ahia ohu kpuru n’apiti.
Onye Igbo obula kwesiri igu akwukwo Ekweano. “Ahiize ndi na-

‘ebi. akwukwo onye obula nwere ike izuta ya taa. Akwukwo abu -

uloaku ihe mmuta maka Igbo na oyibo na umummadu. Otutu ihe
Ekweano dere ga-emetu onye obula n ’obi, mana-o nwegh1 nke

kgafere afturi. O nwere mgbe 0 gbaputara onwe ya n’onodu ohu,

wee na-awuli elu, na-ebe: “ I'am my own master/ nari afo abuo
tupu Martin Luther King, Jr ebee ‘Free at Jast!”’

- The m ji ekwu udi okwu a bu na akuko ufodu m nuru banyere
ihe na-emen’ala Igbo gosiri mna ndi be any1 ufodu amaghl maobu
na ha echezola ihe ji mara Igbo. M wee si kam kooro unu maobu '

‘chetara unu. Ndi Igbo achoghi onye ha ga-akpo nnamukwu

maobu ‘master’. Igbo achoghi onye ga-agba ha ohu; onye ga-eji -

* ha mee boi-boi, oburu na onye Igbo ahu onwe ya na onodu ohu

ma obu boi-boi o gana-aly, na-agbah ka o0 sl na ya puta, nwere

~ onwe ya. Keduzx ubochi anyi mutara na nwoke bizuru ulo ga-

ahapu ebe- ya gawa AbuJa igy egwu na eze ga—adl ndu ruo mgbe
ebighi-ebi?
Unu ma ihe bu na Igbo enwe eze‘7 ‘O bughikwanu na Igbo

: amaghl ihea na—akpo eze. Cheta na Igbo na Bini gbara agbataobi,
‘na oba n’Iduu juru akuko ifo ndi Igbo. Cheta na Igalla na Igbo

gbara agbata obin *akuku nke 0z0.

Na Igbo enweghl eze abughlkwa na onye Igbo achoghl ibu eze.
Onye Igbo obula | huru choro ibu eze; mana o choro ka onye 0zo
buru eze ka yanwa nodu n okpuru onye ahu. Yaka Igbo jiasi “O di
mma, onye obula lawazie be ya, gaa chiwe eze na ngwuru be ya’.

Ndi antropOIOJ ii adighi abiakawa ala Igbo imu maka ha, makana

- Igbo maara ihe ndi ahu maara. Mana o nwere otu onye Amerika

gara Onicha je muo omenaala ha ogu afo abuo gara aga. o kporo
akwukwo o dere maka ihe o-choputara. The King in Every Man.
O nweghl ihe a na-ekwu maka ndi Igbo kariri nke a. Kedu ubochi
anyi mutaziri na o nweghi onye Igbo di mma ichi Naijiria,nao bu
$00s0 ndi mba 0zo ka eze kwesiri. ‘ '



Kedu ubOChl ndi Igbo choputara na 1he di Nal_]ll'lc. mma bu
~ochichi akaike, ochichi ndi obi din *azu? Muia otu enyi m, onye
be anyi, na’arurita uka banyere ya n’oge etcghl aka, na be m

n’Amerika. The enyi m na-ekwu bu na ohakarasj abughi maka -
anyi, na ihe anyi choro bu “a strong man dlkaAbacha onyendi
~ ocha gana-atu egwu. -M si ya biko ekwuzila! Oge a ka o jizi .

kwuo nke bu nke. O si m naya aghotaghi ihe m na-ekwu. O

'buz1kwa m dere T Izmgs Fall Apart. Okonkwo 0 bughi “a strong

_ man, "¢ bughi udi mmadu ndi Igbo na—eweputa ka ¢ chia ha?
~ Theaabiazie ka o rie m onu, mana o righj makana'o bughi i izizi

; mbum na-ahu onye ghotahlere iy bmgsFa]]Apart Otutu afo gara.

aga otu okammuta si Jamani bia hum. Aj ujuo Juru m abuchaghl
ajuju; kama o bu igwa m etu 1he sikwuru: O simma Okonkwo
0 bu onye nnoch1te (.rep.resentatrve) ndl Igbo‘7

Mweesi yanao bu, mana o bughi -- ihe a wee gbakas1a nwoke -
- aisi; o fozie ya na yabawaram mba. M muwazie ya amu n’ime.
obi m maka na aghotara m nsogbu m tinyere nwoke an’ime ya;

nwoke decharala thesis ya na Okonkwo bu onye nnochite ndi
‘Igbo, biazie ka o nata nkwado (confi. Imatzon) m wee na-

ekponyere ya ajana gari!

* Echiche ndi Igbo adighi ese n’¢elu rnrn1r1 o di omimi hienne. O

bughl egwu a chj utaba n’aka na—agba Enyi m onye Igbo biara

~ be m aghotaghi onodu Okonkwo, onye okammuta si Jamani bia -

aghotaghi ya. Ma, nke ka nke, bu na Okonkwo n onwe ya
aghotaghikwa yal
Okonkwo siri ike di- uchu, na-agba mbo, na—ekwu ez1okwu
, kpata aku, chie echichi. Ha niile bu ihe Igbo kwuru ka a na-eme.
O bughi sgoso na e kwuru ya etu a, e kwuru ya n’onu uda.
~ Okonkwo wee nu, wee mew. Mana o nwere ihe 0zo Igbo
‘takwunyere anyi na nti. O si na ihe kwury, ihe akwudebe ya;
anyi welata akan’egbe na mma, anyi akotona nwojana ogele na

ajambelen’izu umunwaanyi, na ndi obi nro Okonkwo anughl ozi

a e ziri n’obere olu. Umuoﬁa we gbaketa ya azu uboch1 o tijiri
“ukwu minye n’oku. - ;

Igbo na-akuzi nanwoke adighi esi eziama nwoke ibe ya alaba. -

Nke a bu ez1gbo nkuzi. Mana onye ghotahle nkuzi 2, O nwere
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ike na-eche na mmadu niile ha, na onylnye diiche Chukwu na-
enye. Obodo a na-eche etu a enweghi iga-n’ihu. ,
Onye na-asi na ohakarasi adighi Igbo mma aghotaghi Igbo nke
o na—aghota ohakarasi. Ndi Igbo na-achi onwe ha n’obodo
n’obodo. O nwee ihe d1 mkpa ka obodo kwuo, a maa ekwe,
umunwoke niile onu rurula n’okwu agahiwe n’iro obodo; € kwuo

“okwu ahu n’ihu oha. Ndi Igbo anaghi eziga ‘Tepresentative’ -

onye ga-ekwuru ha onu ha. O were anya na ihe a Igbo na-eme
‘mgbe gboo ng odu ka isi mbido ohakarasi, magbu nna ohakarasi.
Anyi enweghl ike si ka anyi chlghaa sobe uzo nd1 gboo makana

0 bugh1z1 50080 anyi nwe obodo anyi. Mana a gaghl ¢ji maka nke

a sina ohakaras1 kariri anyi maobu nyln anyi.- Kama aro any1 e

; gana-atu, na-atusi 1ke bu etu anyi ga-esi muta jhoputa nd1 0zi

gana-agara anyi u ulonzuko etiti di iche iche nia-ekwu onu anyi n’ezie
ma ha ruo ebe ahu Mgbe ndorondoro ochichi nnwereonwe na-
‘ebido na Naijiria otu nwa okorobia 0 na-enwu oku n’obi gara oka
ichu nta vootu maka ibanye y ulonzuko “‘House of Assem bly’. 0 ge
ahu udi okwu e ji achu nta vootu amabeghl otutu mmadu ahu.
Nwata okorobia biara ije ezisasia ozi agha na ogu o jibiaetu a ga-
esi chuo ndi ocha okpa delelern were okwa ha kesara’ umu anyi.

Otu agadl nwoke wee juo ya ajuju a: Ika nwa unu gaje, o budi .

“ndi ara ka a choro na ya, ka o bu ndi anya doro?

The di anyi mkpa taa bu OCthhl nd1 anyadoro. Anyi achoghl,
ochichi nd1 ‘ofoogori.- O bu ezie na ahuhu na aguu di n’obodo =
anyi taa. Mana obun "oge d1 etu a ka obodo j ji adaban’onya ndi

~ ofoogoli. Yabu ka anyi kee nkwucha n’ihoputa ndi anyi ga-ezipu

ka ha buru» anya anyi na ntj anyi. Onye ofoogoli agaghi abu anya
na nti anyi, kama ¢ buru afo anyi, na-eri ma nke ya na nke anyi.
Odeakwukwo Chinweizu j jiu ud1 mmadu a tunyere oke mmanwu € .

jiudo adochlgha azu, putaziri n’ ama chusa31a umu okorobla na-

ejlde ya; egwu wee di.
Oge m di n’ezigbo nwata 0 nwere otu. dlmkpa n’obodo anyi
na-ewu ewu. - O topuru mmadu, di mma anya, mara na-ekwu

_okwu, mana o na-eme aka abug. Kamanao naghi eme yan’ ulo;

O na-ejepu ejepu. The o na-eme bun’etiti mgbaachx mgbe mmadu .
niile gasiri ugbo, o baa obodo anyi na ha gbara agbataobi buru
ewu lowa. O mekatazie, ndi obodo a wee kwadebere ya. O
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1az1e burukwa ka o si ebu, okorobia asato puta, gaa ya okirikiri,
were ntu si inches kunye ya n’isi, hapu ya; 0 gbarame onwu
onwu loputa, dachie uzo.
" Ndi nwe nwoke a gara buru ya, doz1s1e doba ya odu etu e si

eme oge ahu, were okpu mmee kpuwe yan’isi, gwa nd1 obodo na
o nwury onwu chi ya. E wee gawau ulo onwu, gbakatazw ntudi
nwoke a n’uburu, dika ¢ ga-asi ya nodi ebe a eme gini wee gba
katum, gbara okpu mmee tupun’ogbo. Ndi biara ulo akwa, onye
- gbakatazie o gbaghara ibe ya. , \ B

Akuko a abughl ezi akuko, mana ihe m ji koo 3 ya bu ka anyi
~ cheta na ofoogoli abughi ihe ohuru. Nke 0zo, na ¢ bu mmadu
- nwe ofoogoh, na ymunna na-ekpuhl ajo ihe nwa ha na-eme na- .
‘alaogehan’iyi, maka na e_ughl obaska ekpuchi afoime.
Ofoogoli di na pohtlks anyi bu ndi obodo ha ka o diiri igwa

umu ha okwu, tupu ajo ihe agbaa tum, chlputa mmadu nule okpa
- ezi.- Anaghi m ekwu na o nweghl ihe na-aga ofuma n’ala Igbo.
- Qtuty ihe di, mmadu nwere ike isi na ha ga nke orna. Etu Dkt.
_ Alex Ekwueme si were ihe gara na nhoputa Prez1dcnt, gosu'l

omumenwaamadi. -

“Ndorondoro ochichi o gbughl nkem na—ach1 mnmadu agwu
all or zzothmg bu ihe a na-ahu.n obodo na-amaghl ihe, obodo

aguu, obodo ndj amakekwu. ' :
- Kaanyi hapugodu udiri ndorondoro ochlch1 a, 11koo aka buhte
ala Igbo, kao na—egbukcpu dlka olacdo n’owuwa anyanwu

* © Chinua Ache,be 1999.
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