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Josselijn Boessenkool: Particle Combinations and their Fixed Linear Order. 

There are considerable differences between Dutch and Greek modal particles regarding their function and use. In their combinatorial behaviour, however, they are more alike. Both languages have strict rules and restrictions which define this behaviour. The rules that determine which modal particles can combine are of a semantic nature. First, the semantics of a particle determine in which sentence types the particle can occur: normally, only particles that can occur in the same sentence type (for example in declaratives, interrogatives or imperatives) can combine. Theoretically, if particle x is acceptable in sentence types a and b, and particle y is acceptable in sentence types b and c, then they can combine in sentence type b. Secondly, particles can combine only if their functions are compatible. Particle x and particle y consequently can only combine in sentence type b if their functions are semantically compatible.

Combinations of modal particles are not only subject to restrictions determining which combinations are possible, but also to rules which determine the linear order in which the different elements of the combinations can occur. This means that in the combination of the particles x and y normally one linear order is allowed, xy or yx, and that the other linear order isn't acceptable. In this presentation a proposal is made to explain these restrictions on the combinatorial behaviour of the modal particles in terms of the semantics of the particles used. A speaker uses modal particles to help his addressee interpret the illocution in the right way. To achieve the communicative effect aimed at, it is important for the speaker to use the modal particles at the right place and in the right linear order. The first modal particle used in a combination directs the interpretation of the illocution in a specific way; the second (and possibly the third or fourth) modal particle makes another specification on the communicative situation in the same direction. Bearing this in mind, one can expect particles which specify a broader aspect of the communicative situation to occur in front of particles which specify a smaller aspect of that communicative situation. If the linear order of the modal particles used is opposed, the illocution would be illogical and difficult to interpret. An explanation of the fixed linear order in modal particle combinations based on the semantics of the single modal particles can be used for both Dutch and Greek. This is because it doesn't involve language specific characteristics, but instead the general principal that an addressee has to understand an expression and has to be capable to fit all new information in the information he already received.

