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Though the specifics of this book are rather dated, it is an interesting look at the sociological perspective of the environmental movement. Brief historical overviews of topics such as the rise of environmentalism and its historic roots in the relation between science, religion, economics etc.; the founding of OPEC and the history of the energy crisis of 1972-73, a brief history of sociology focusing on Weber, Marx and Durkheim, the rise of environmental sociology. The main structure of the book is to examine issues such as population, limits to growth, the energy crisis, and world hunger. Facts are discussed and then three sociological viewpoints that explain how the situation came to be are outlined. These three general positions are the conservative, liberal and radical, which align with Durkheim, Weber, and Marx respectively. The Conservative approach suggests that incremental changes will solve any environmental problems, and focuses on technological fixes. The liberal approach suggests that substantial structural changes are necessary but that capitalism is the best type of economy. The liberals focus on redistribution of wealth and increasing output. The radical position claims that capitalism itself is the cause of environmental problems so it must be discarded to solve environmental crises. Radicals suggest that a massive redistribution of political power, wealth and output is necessary and that the world system needs to be disjointed to focus on the improvement of local initiatives.
Patterson, M. G. (1996). "What is Energy Efficiency?" Energy Policy 24: 377-390.
Steen, N., Energy and Environmental Programme (Royal Institute of International Affairs), et al. (1994). Sustainable development and the energy industries: implementation and impacts of environmental legislation. London: Royal Institute of International Affairs Energy and Environmental Programme; Washington, DC: Earthscan Publications; Distributed in North America by the Brookings Institution.
Templet, P. (1997). The Full Economic Costs of Louisiana's Oil/Gas and Petrochemcial Industries, People First: Developing Sustainable Communities.
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Environmental Justice
Boyle, E. P. (1993). "Its not easy being green: the psychology of racism, environmental discrimination, and the argument for modernizing equal protection analysis." Vanderbilt Law Review 46(4): 937-989.
Bullard, R. D. (1990). Dumping in Dixie: race, class, and environmental quality. Boulder, Westview Press.
In one of the earliest books about the link between social justice and environmental movements, Robert D. Bullard examines black efforts to improve the environmental conditions of their living and working conditions. It is shown that blacks have historically been underrepresented in the environmental movement which has tended to attract upper-middle class supporters who tend to focus on preserving wilderness areas, specific species, and reducing pollution in general. Often those in the lower classes have not been a part of this movement because other causes seem more pressing, because they do not have the experience or money to fight large corporations, or sometimes the hope that anything can be done. Through a extensive surveys, interviews, and investigations of government documents, Bullard describes five case studies of communities throughout the south where blacks fought toxic waste sites, and chemical factories in their neighborhoods. These efforts are often mobilized through existing social action groups including churches, and come about after environmental threats have been in the neighborhood for some time. The toxic waste sites and heavily polluting factories often ingratiate themselves to communities by promising much needed jobs, however they often, once built, rely on out of town or state laborers rather than employing locals. From these surveys, Bullard found that there is no anti-environmental bias among low income black communities, as is often thought, rather people identify the environment as a high concern, and strongly oppose environmental destruction, especially the kinds found in their communities. Problematically, people sometimes have to end up choosing between environmental safety and health and jobs, when certainly both should be possible. This book is particularly helpful for its detailed case studies, involving many incidents when companies were non compliant with city codes or laws only to go unpunished for decades while causing horrible health problems in residents and workers. It also outlines some steps to improving such community action, and makes a strong case that environmentalism cannot be separated from social justice.
Bullard, R. D. (1993). Confronting environmental racism: voices from the grassroots. Boston, Mass., South End Press.
This book overlaps heavily with Dumping in Dixie, though it includes examples taken from communities of color around the world, and deals with many types of environmental problems. It is most helpful for those looking for case studies of the deep connection between unsustainable practices and social justice. The authors have analyzed the environmental groups studied and found that most began as environmental organizations, they have multi-issue platforms, and tend to be led by women who see environmental problems as threats to their families, homes, and way of life. Time and time again it was shown that race is more significant than socio-economic status in the location of commercial hazardous waste facilities. It is particularly dismaying to learn that the EPA strategically ignored minority issues and is quick to respond when office workers are at risk from their workplace while the EPA is much slower to respond when farm workers are at risk. Studies of lead poisoning are also interesting.
Bullard, R. D. (1994). Unequal protection: environmental justice and communities of color. San Francisco, Sierra Club Books.
Cole, L. W. and S. R. Foster (2001). From the ground up: environmental racism and the rise of the environmental justice movement. New York, New York University Press.
Collin, R. W. (1994). "Review of the legal literature on environmental racism, environmental equity, and environmental justice." Journal of Environmental Law and Litigation 9(1): 121-171.
Collin, R. W., T. Beatley, et al. (1995). "Environmental racism: a challenge to community development." Journal of Black Studies 25(3): 354-376.
Hartley, T. W. (1995). "Environmental justice: an environmental civil rights value acceptable to all world views." Environmental Ethics 17(3): 277-289.
Haughton, G. (1999). "Environmental justice and the sustainable city." Journal of Planning Education and Research 18(3): 233-43.
Langhelle, O. (2000). "Sustainable Development and Social Justice: Expanding the Rawlsian Framework of Global Justice." Environmental Values 9(3): 295-323.
This article focuses on two arguments: that the Brundtland report's idea of sustainability includes an inherent focus on social justice, and that sustainable development is compatible with liberal theories of justice. Indeed, Langhelle argues that sustainable development moves past many liberal theories of justice in that it focuses on ecological interdependence, past inequality in resource use and the growth of limits, ideas that liberals often ignore.
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Pepper, D. (1993). Eco-socialism: from deep ecology to social justice. London; New York, Routledge.
Portney, K. E. (1994). "Environmental justice and sustainability: Is there a critical nexus in the case of waste disposal or treatment facility setting?" Fordham Urban Journal Spring: 827-39.
Russell, D. (1989). "Environmental racism: minority communities and their battle against toxins." Amicus Journal 11(2): 162-182.
Scandrett, E. (2000). "Community work, sustainable development and environmental justice." Scottish Journal of Community Work and Development 6: 7-13.
Vasquez, X. C. (1993). "The North American Free Trade Agreement and environmental racism." Harvard International Law Journal 34(2): 357-379.
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Ethics and Philosophy
Attfield, R., A. Belsey, et al. (1994). Philosophy and the natural environment. Cambridge England; New York, NY, Cambridge University Press.
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Bennett, J. and W. Chaloupka (1993). In the nature of things: language, politics, and the environment. Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press.
Brennan, A. (1992). "Moral Pluralism and the Environment." Environmental Values 1(1): 15-33.
Cooper, D. E. and J. A. Palmer (1992). Environment in Question: Ethics and Global Issues. New York, Routledge.
This book is intended to be used as a text for an environmental issues course. It addresses issues from a variety of fields - economics, ethics, ecology etc. and on a variety of topics. It could be a good sourcebook, but only a few articles explicitly discuss sustainability.
The first of these, "Towards A Sustainable Future" by Joy A. Palmer gives a brief history of Our Common Future. Then twelve priorities for concern are outlined based on the author's review of many publications about sustainability. This article basically just reviews the problems of sustainability and concludes that we need better policies and interdisciplinary approaches to sustainability and particularly more education. This could be a good introduction piece, but doesn't offer anything new or compelling.
Vandana Shiva's "Recovering the Real Meaning of Sustainability" is a bit more helpful. Shiva suggests that the meaning of sustainability is lost when it is recognized that development in economic terms and commercialization are roots of the ecological crisis in the third world, yet these same techniques are offered as a cure for the crisis in the form of sustainable development. Shiva proposes that the false sense of sustainability is based on three flaws: "primacy is assigned to capital," production and conservation are divided and conservation is dependent on capital, and assuming the substitutability of nature and capital. For Shiva, the real meaning of sustainability refers to nature and people's sustainability including the recognition that nature supports our lives, providing the main source of our sustenance. Consequently, we need to maintain the integrity of processes and cycles in nature.
DesJardins, J. R. (1997). Environmental ethics: an introduction to environmental philosophy. Belmont, CA, Wadsworth Pub. Co.
Elliot, R. and A. Gare (1983). Environmental philosophy: a collection of readings. St. Lucia, Queensland; New York, University of Queensland Press.
Elliot, R. (1995). Environmental ethics. Oxford; New York, Oxford University Press.
This is an edited volume of a variety of articles - see notes. Willams' article is a very economic based approach that does not adequately address the difficulties of determining the maximum sustainable yield although it is the approach she advocates. Callicott discusses the relation between land ethics, environmental ethics, and animal liberation. Rolston claims that there is not enough concern for or conservation of species. He argues this must be done and to do so we need an unprecedented mixture of biology and ethics, though I was not that impressed with his justification for conservation since there was so little of it, nor was I impressed with his indication of the way forward. I think the piece is just too short for adequately addressing these topics. Elliot's piece is an interesting examination of whether nature can be restored to its original value. He posits that we should strategically argue that restoration proposals are empirically inadequate, though they may be the best option at times when the needs of all are considered. His reasoning hinges on several ideas, but mainly that there are sources of value that cannot be replaced, and that the way systems and entities come into being is important in establishing their value. The more interesting of the later articles include the Routley's very logical discussion of human chauvinism. Matthews takes a different stance as she argues that of two ways to view the universe (with substance or self-realizing frameworks) that the self-realizing framework is far superior since it allows us to identify with the universe as a self, realizing it has a grand telos and intrinsic value. Consequently, identifying with it cannot diminish us in value, contrary to the belief of some that identifying with the universe will make us seem less important. Also, while some argue that in the universe creation/preservation and destruction are equally important and so there is no incentive for humans to preserve rather than destroy, Matthews argues that all selves asymmetrically exhibit a will to exist and so we should attempt to do what all things do. (She does not discuss this but she should that self preservation for humans requires the interdependence of all and so to preserve ourselves implies that we must act with caution, ok. she does talk about it a little, just not right here.) Also she argues that unless we allow that the universe is a self, we couldn't identify with it because a self can only identify with beings which are also selves. Clements' article on the unnaturalness of stasis is a helpful analysis of the general implications of the concept of stasis and how it can or cannot be extended to a helpful goal. The final article in this book clearly outlines some of the major conceptual problems facing the environmental movement, however each problem is addressed in only a page or two, so the analyses are brief.
Elliot, R. (1998). Environmental ethics. Oxford; New York, Oxford University Press.
Engel, J. R. and J. G. Engel (1990). Ethics of environment and development: global challenge, international response. Tucson, University of Arizona Press.
The Brundtland report includes a statement that "human survival and well-being could depend on success in elevating sustainable development to a global ethic" and this book examines what kind of an ethic is necessary and how it differs from existing ethics. The first four chapters discuss the subject in general, while the last section is filled with responses from around the world, representing various geographic, political, and religious points of view. The introduction outlines five practical reasons why there is a renewed interest in morality and ethics today, and indicates that the moral challenge for sustainable development is to develop a shared moral language. It also highlights the alternatives to the term "sustainable development" used by authors in this book due to the destruction that has occurred from development in the past, and the ambiguity of the terms sustainable and development. These terms include "authentic integral development," "ecological/holistic world view," reverential development," ecosophical development," "noosphere," "just, participatory ecodevelopment," "communalism," and "desirable society." The general articles highlight the discrepancy between the amount people talk about the environment and the few changes that are actually made to stop or reverse harmful activities, and the need to combine social justice concerns and environmental concerns though they have often been separated in the past. Another article discusses the strengths and weaknesses of major religious traditions with respect to the environment and posits that religion can be helpful to the environmental movement in that it has the ability to critically assess conservation ethics. The article on science and religion holds that both science based and traditional cultural values need to be reassessed in order to obtain a coherent, adequate environmental development ethic.
Ferré, F. and P. Hartel (1994). Ethics and environmental policy: theory meets practice. Athens, University of Georgia Press.
Giampietro, M. and S. G. F. Bukkens (1992). "Sustainable development: scientific and ethical assessments." Journal of Agricultural & Environmental Ethics 5(1): 27-57.
This is an excellent article that investigates the difficulties in assessing sustainable development. Two basic models are used. First, a energy theory of value can be used to describe the interactions of humans and the biosphere. While this approach is very theoretically sound, its weakness is that most systems are not evaluated based on the amount of energy that they use. Second, a hierarchy theory is examined where individual humans, human society, and the environment as a whole are seen as different levels in the hierarchy. As such claims made on the basis of priorities of one level are bound to conflict with the claims made on the basis of priorities of another level. Both scientific theories and ethical laws have a hard time working across levels in the hierarchy. Because of the great amount of uncertainty associated with environmental actions, and the fact that human activity has reached geological proportions, humans are responsible for preserving dynamic equilibrium between humans and the biosphere and learning by doing is no longer applicable. While this article does not put forth a great ethical solution to this dilemma of sustainable development, it includes an e description of the history of ethics, and how it must be transformed to address the environmental situation. This article also assesses the ideological camps present in debates about sustainable development and categorizes them as "blind technological optimists," "fundamental greenies" who think technology is the cause of all problems, "stubborn economists" who think that externalities do not have to be considered, "humanitarian zealots" who focus on the needs of individual humans without examining the greater ecological needs that will benefit all humans and the biosphere, and "blamer moralists" who point fingers at rich nations, without working to solve problems. An assessment of the energetic use of various countries is also included in this article - it is shown that there is a large gap in the in the graph between developing and developed countries. However, the graphs are not clearly labeled so they are not actually helpful. Given all of this evidence, the authors suggest that the main problem of today is to understand the ethical and scientific terms of the dilemma of human development to allow humans, and life to continue.
Gruen, L. and D. Jamieson (1994). Reflecting on nature: readings in environmental philosophy. New York, Oxford University Press.
Grumbine, R. E. (1994). "Wildness, wise use, and a sustainable development." Environmental Ethics 16(3): 227-249.
Johnson, V. and R. Nurick (1995). "Behind the headlines: the ethics of the population and environmental debate." International Affairs 71(3): 547-565.
Katz, E. (1993). "Artefacts and Functions: A Note on the Value of Nature." Environmental Values 2(3): 223-232.
Artefacts or human creations are compared with natural entities, the difference being that artifacts are always the result of human intention and design while the latter are independent of human purpose. Artefacts are designed with a function in mind, natural entities are not, and indeed do not have functions.
Artefacts are valued only for their instrumental, anthropocentric uses while natural entities can be valued for their autonomous existence. The autonomy of natural entities is what implies that they have value in and of themselves, because any autonomous subject has value. Since they have value, natural entities should be preserved.
Mannison, D. S., M. A. McRobbie, et al., Eds. (1980). Environmental Philosophy. Monograph Series, Department of Philosophy Research School of Social Sciences Australian National University.
This collection of essays is intended to stimulate serious philosophical reflection on the relation of human kind to everything else on the planet. The editors believe that if a change is to be made regarding our relationship with the environment, we must have a sturdy grounding for such action in a complete account of the rationale for such action.
Articles include and examination of why species should be preserved. Robert Elliot concludes that people are needed for something to have intrinsic value (what he calls the subjectivist post ion) because someone needs to be present to value the object for it to be valuable. However the intrinsic value of naturally evolved species is more difficult to establish because you have to notice that it is there. Elliot believes that species should be preserved because of this intrinsic value and their instrumental value to humans, yet we should not care about the destruction of species if no unwanted consequences for humans result.
William Godfrey-Smith reflects on whether rights can be ascribed to non-humans and if all values must be grounded in human interests and concerns. He concludes that all values do not have to be based on anthropocentric concerns because there is no reason to suppose that there is a single intrinsic good or value for the sake of which everything else is valuable. He admits that a world without valuers would be a world in which nothing was valued, but maintains this world would not necessarily be one without valuable things.
H.J. McCloskey reflects on the meaning of environmental ethics, trying to figure out what exactly it is.
Richard and Val Routley's "Human Chauvinism and Environmental Ethics" is the centerpiece of this book: many articles refer to their work, and it is by far the longest piece. The Routleys assert that chauvinism, or the tendency to discriminate against items or individuals outside a particular class without sufficient justification occurs in most moral codes, including the typical western ethics. The chauvinism present is human chauvinism, which is defined as a chauvinism against nonhumnas because there is nothing biological about humanity that could justify overwhelmingly favorable treatment for humans and unfavorable treatment for nonhumans. If biological divisions are to be made, they would logically be made at the level of consideration towards others or having preferences, but these do not fall along the human/nonhuman line. Due to this deep chauvinism in western ethics, the Routleys call for a new ethics and value theory, and consequently a new economics and politics etc. They posit that much of the old ethics can be retained if enriched with new environmental terms and value choice is reexamined.
Martinez-Alier, J., G. Munda, et al. (1998). "Weak comparability of values foundation for ecological economics." Ecological Economics 26: 277-86.
Merchant, C. (1992). Radical ecology: the search for a livable world. New York, Routledge.
Milbrath, L. W. (1993). "Redefining the Good Life in a Sustainable Society." Environmental Values 2(3): 261-269.
Milbrath posits that quality of life is necessarily subjective, and is undefinable in physical terms. He characterizes a high quality of life as a life that includes a "long-run sense of joy in living," a sense of physical well-being, a sense of fullness of life i.e. that one is or has achieved what one wants to become, and finally a sense of zest for life and hope and confidence that living will be good.
Milbrath notes that in contemporary society high quality of life is often measured only by material possessions, and that such possessions do not entail a high quality of life as defined above. Consequently, he advocates living a good life in a sustainable society by living more consciously, and recognizing what the good life actually entails.
While I agree with many of his points, including the fact that people can have loss of physical well-being and still be satisfied in life, I think Milbrath's definition leaves much to be desired. My main objection is that if people can have a high quality of life with poor physical well-being, there seems to be no imperative to feed, clothe and house people who do not have these things, or to seek medical treatment for those who are sick and such conclusions are morally repugnant. Consequently, I think that Milbrath's work needs a giant disclaimer: these theories of quality of life may work well if people have basic access to food, shelter, health care, and sanitation services. If one does not have one's basic physical needs met (for example, one is starving to death) I think it will be very difficult to have a zest for life, a great deal of hope, and a sense that one has achieved what one desires.
Norton, B. G. (1999). "Pragmatism, Adaptive Management, and Sustainability." Environmental Values general(4): 451-466.
Norton proposes using a pragmatic concept of truth developed by C.S. Peirce as an analogy for defining sustainability. Norton is particularly enamored with this analogy because he finds Peirce's definition shifts an understanding of truth from a correspondence to an external world to a forward looking approach that a necessary part of sustainability studies. He also finds that Pierce's emphasis on an "evolving, questioning community" is a trait that must be shared by advocates of sustainability who need to be able to constantly work with new information and search for truth.
Paden, R. (1994). "Against Grand Theory in Environmental Ethics." Environmental Values 3(1): 1994.
Environmental ethics should allow biology to influence their theories by influencing their concept of a moral community and work to establish mid-sized rather than grand theories.
All too often, grand theories are too technical for lay people to understand and almost unrelated to real environmental crises. Additionally, the outcome of grand theories tends to a flurry of critiques and attacks by theorists from other camps. This effort should be spent on doing something useful. The author suggests that one example of such useful work is the need for environmental ethicists to attack the absolute moral property rights advocated by many people. Paden also suggests that environmental ethicists could analyze cost-benefit analysis, risk analysis, or other policy tools or examine the value of natural beauty. The author admits that such work might not have the prestige of working with a grand theory, but encourages such work for its intense practicality.
Paden also discusses how environmental science could influence ethics. Three examples include, the extent of the moral community, a new model for understanding such a community, and as a test case for ethical theories. He points out that traditional moral communities are homologous groups of entities which are defined by a characteristic inherent to the theory. Paden suggests that by taking a clue from the variety of participants in any particular community, we can build a new model of a moral community that has a variety of participants. Given that the membership of such a community is diverse, it follows that the relationships between members would also be diverse. Consequently, what is moral in one relationship may not be in another, and one's duties to one thing may not be the same as one's duties to another. By understanding small bits of the moral community, environmental ethics could draw on biology and possibly come to understand the whole community better while being able to construct moral arguments to fit specific circumstances.
Redclift, M. (1993). "Sustainable Development: Needs, Values, Rights." Environmental Values 2(1): 3-20.
Sustainability has become popular because it can be used to support various agendas, both political and social. When the idea of sustainable is connected to development, the combination is the "high water mark of the Modernist tradition." (Where Modernism is the view that ideas grounded in the Western philosophy and science can provide a foundation for social criticism and understanding.) However, its emphasis on the diversity of views is clearly an expression of Postmodernism.
The concept of sustainable development arose as people needed to assert the importance of living within ecological limits yet still wanted to include the idea of progress. The term sustaining can mean "supporting a desired state of some kind" or conversely "enduring and undesired state." "The verb 'to sustain' carries a passive connotation, while the adjective 'sustainable' is used in an active sense." These differences in meaning are what give the idea of sustainability so many applications.
Evolution, scientific specialization and economic development on an enormous scale helped form the situation in which sustainability became important, and also formed the Modernist position. Reason and freedom are taken as ideals which allow progress. Science is taken as a way to transform nature and provided a way to critique our actions. While sustainability is a product of modernism in that it is based on science, and has a progressive goal, it also allows a way past the problems of Modernism in that it stresses intertemporal and interspatial equitable allocation of goods.
This article brings up an interesting point about the Brundtland definition of sustainability. Namely, the Brundtland definition suggests that needs can be separated from development, as they can be arrived at separate from development. However, this author argues that needs are historically and culturally defined and so they cannot be separated from development issues.
Sometimes using a biological concept of sustainability can be taken as a model for human intervention, and sometimes as a point of legitimization i.e. as a constraint on human development.
Redclift asserts that our view of the environment is closely tied to our view of science. Consequently, since sustainability is seen as a principle coming from the sciences (the sustainability of the ecosystems) and can morph into a moral imperative, it is a useful principle for policies. In other words, it has the scientific clout to make it accepted by many people, and yet has the moral weight to entice people to agree with it.
In the end, Redclift argues that we must "assume responsibility for our actions, while exploring the need to change our underlying social commitments" and that the idea of sustainability is uniquely positioned to help people achieve this goal because it has many meanings and draws from many disciplines.
Note: if this summary seems a bit scattered, I thought the article was as well. Redclift tries to tackle an enormous amount of material in this article (I didn't add in a summary of the difference between neoclassical and environmental economics and how this relates to sustainability since I've done so elsewhere) and ends up with an article that needs to be more clearly structured. I think a few hundred more pages and a good editor would help.
Reed, M. G. and O. Slaymaker (1993). "Ethics and sustainability: a preliminary perspective." Environment & Planning A 25(5): 723-739.
Singer, P. (2000). A companion to ethics. Oxford, UK; Cambridge, Mass., Blackwell Reference.
Slicer, D. (1995). "Is there an ecofeminism deep ecology debate?" Environmental Ethics 17(2): 151-169.
Soulé, M. E. and G. Lease (1995). Reinventing nature? responses to postmodern deconstruction. Washington, D.C., Island Press.
Sterba, J. P. (1994). "Reconciling Anthropocentric and Nonanthropocentric Environmental Ethics." Environmental Values 3(3): 229-244.
Sterba, J. P. (1995). "From biocentric individualism to biocentric pluralism." Environmental Ethics 17(2): 191-208.
Sylvan, R. and D. Bennett (1994). The greening of ethics. Cambridge, UK: White Horse Press; Tucson, USA: University of Arizona Press.
The purpose of this book is to set out what is and is not environmental ethics, particularly the greening of ethics and applications of this greening. The authors identify three types of greening of ethics, all of which have as their core the setting of environmental values: to determine how the environment is to be valued and where value resides. These three types are shallow, intermediate, and deep.
Shallow environmental ethics focuses on prudential and instrumental arguments wherein it is noticed that human survival and well being depends on the well-being of the environment and therefore people are motivated to preserve the environment. This approach is also instrumental because it views nature and the environment as means to human ends and values. One example of such an author is John Passmore's Man's Responsibility for Nature which is discussed at length. Problems with this view include the fact that its adherents do not acknowledge the value of the environment, and that it so short-term focused that by the time people adopt a longer-term view it will be too late to reverse environmental damage.
Intermediate environmental ethicists argue that humans are not the only things that have value, and try to extend the realm of environmental ethics to otherkind. Examples of these authors are Leopold's land ethic and the argument from marginal cases exemplified by Peter Singer's case for animal liberation based on a call for consistency and equality, for uniform and similar treatments of all living things. These positions reject the idea that value only is in humans and their activities and consequently try to extend established ethical frameworks beyond the human realm. However, these arguments are still mostly human centered and it seems that human convenience could still override consideration for the environment for any small reason. The main problem with Singer's argument is that they tend to ignore large-scale environmental issues such as wilderness, forest destruction and overpopulation since he focuses on individual animals. Other problems with extensionist ethics are that when the theory is extended, you keep all of the old problems, and that these theories only look at human interactions. For example, when it seemed that only humans used tools, tool use was considered a sign of intelligence, but now that other animals are recognized as using tools, it is no longer taken to be such an indicator. Deep ecology rejects the idea that humans and human projects are the only valuable items and rejects the greater value assumption, that humans and human projects always outweigh other considerations and the value of other things.
Deep ecologists call for a non-human centered ethic, though this ethic is not supposed to replace the previously worked out interhuman ethics. This position recognizes that human beings are the moral agents, but are not ethically privileged. This type of ethic must be practical, i.e. it must be able to translate principles into actions. The founder of deep ecology is Arne Naess and it has been promoted extensively by Bill Devall. Deep ecology uses ecology and tries to state what is most needed to value the environment and ecological relationships. The authors of this book critique deep ecology because it has a less rigorous philosophical core, often intentionally. These authors outline four levels of deep ecology. 1. The source(s) of inspiration, insights and intuitions of the movement which can come from a variety of religious and philosophical traditions. 2. The principles that are derived from the first level and hold the movement together. 3. The generalized hypotheses of ways to behave toward the environment. 4. A level of actions that are specific for each case. The authors acknowledge that the main principles of deep ecology have been defined in various ways over the years, and that with time, the position is becoming more fragmented rather than more coherent. Other problems with deep ecology are its lack of philosophical core, its hesitancy to criticize social structures, politics and economics, and its lack of a satisfactory action theory since this position tends to focus on individual consciousness raising rather than fundamental changes in society.
As an alternative to deep ecology, the authors suggest a deep environmental theory named deep green theory developed by Richard Sylvian and Val Plumwood (formerly the Routleys) which begins with an rejection of human chauvinism and tries to develop a deep philosophical core to its position while advocating specific agendas and critiques of society. This book includes a very helpful comparison of deep ecology and deep green theory. Some highlights of this new theory include its willingness to expand across disciplines to applied ethics and other subjects where value theories are used.
At the end of the book, some practical strategies are discussed, focusing on the need for education, and top down as well as bottom up approaches to allow the new ethic to be as widespread as possible. The authors work with the idea of ethics as a commodity, and that many people need a new one, but don't realize it or seek one out.
I found this book to be one of the most helpful I have read so far, and plan to look into the deep green theory more closely.
Vanburen, J. (1995). "Critical environmental hermeneutics." Environmental Ethics 17(3): 259-275.
Zimmerman, M. E. (1994). Contesting earth's future: radical ecology and postmodernity. Berkeley, University of California Press.
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General
Angell, D. J. R., J. D. Corner, et al., Eds. (1991). Sustaining earth: response to the environmental threat. New York, St. Martin's Press.
Attfield, R. and B. Wilkins (1994). "Sustainability." Environmental Values 3(2): 155-158.
This article argues that there are ethical criteria independent of the criterion of sustainability, and counters Nigel Dower's position that practices which should not be followed are not sustainable. The authors suggest that sustainability should not include moral weight, that a procedure may be sustainable even though it may not be worth sustaining. See the previous and response articles by Dower for more of the discussion.
Beckerman, W. (1994). "Sustainable development: is it a useful concept?" Environmental Values 3(3): 191-209.
Welfare maximization in economics should remain a top policy objective because it can accommodate distributional considerations without going to the extremes that sustainability inevitably ends. The strong sustainability argument, where sustainability takes priority over everything is totally impractical, and weak sustainability in which compensation is made for resources that are consumed is just a form of welfare maximization. Too much time and effort is being spent on developing the idea of sustainability when economics can take care of all of our problems.
Beckerman, W. (1995). "How Would you Like your 'Sustainability', Sir? Weak or Strong? A Reply to my Critics." Environmental Values 4(2): 169-179.
Herman Daly and Michel Jacobs critiqued Beckerman's article In Environmental Values, Autumn 1994, and this is his response to their critique. I have not yet obtained their article, so will not evaluate this article at this time.
Carroll, J. E. (1995). "Envisioning Ecological Sustainability: The Need and a Method." Environmental Values 4(2): 1995.
Carroll proposes that we cannot deal effectively with environmental problems because we do not have a vision of what life would be like without such problems, and consequently have no goal. Thus, he advocates establishing a "composite paradise" made of at least the following characteristics: places, and patterns which promote inspiration and fulfillment on all levels; things or ideas which promote sustainability, particularly through efficiency and helping humans without harming the natural ecosystem. Such a composite paradise must be related to each individual, and yet have broad elements on which we can agree. By forming such a consensus, Carroll believes that we will be able to structure environmental activities productively.
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Clayton, A. M. H. and N. J. Radcliffe (1996). Sustainability: a systems approach. Boulder, WestviewPress.
This book attempts to fill a gap between materials about sustainability written for businesses or local authorities which give many concrete suggestions, but little theory, and those publications by specialists in the natural and social scientists that are theoretically important but are not very accessible to the average person. This book works with the basic Brundtland definition. Given the complex nature of environmental and economic systems, this book advocates a dynamic approach in which many factors are considered and sustainability assessment maps (SAM) are used to make decisions about sustainability. SAMs identify critical axes of change in a particular problem, assess each development option on the same basis, and graph the scores on each axis so the results are displayed graphically. A very interesting plot type is generated. (see attached picture).
This book also talk about the limits of such models and the practical changes in politics and society that need to be made to attain sustainability.
Common, M. S. (1995). "Beckerman and his Critics on Strong and Weak Sustainability: Confusing Concepts and Conditions." Environmental Values 5(1): 83-88.
This is a response to the Beckerman, Daly and Jacobs debate about sustainability. I will review this when I have read all preceding articles.
Costanza, R. and B. C. Patten (1995). "Defining and Predicting Sustainability." Ecological Economics 15: 193-196.
Court, T. d. l. (1990). Beyond Brundtland: Green Development in the 1990s. Atlantic Highlands, NJ, Zed Books Ltd.
A commentary on the Brundtland report that summarizes the report and the remarks of its critics from environmental groups and developing countries. The main critique is that Brundtland focuses on Western linear modes of development which have often led to environmental destruction and increasing poverty in developing nations, rather than to decreasing poverty and increasing living conditions which are goals of sustainable development. Many factual reports are presented as are case studies and opinions from around the world. A simple but very informative text.
Dalal-Clayton, B. and S. Bass (2002). Sustainable development strategies: a resource book. London, Earthscan.
Dower, N. (1994). "Worth Sustaining? Reply to Attfield and Wilkins." Environmental Values 3(2): 159-60.
Robin Attfield and Barry Wilkins have critiqued Dower's use of the term sustainable since they think he means "worthy of being sustained" and that it should mean "capable of being sustained." This is Dower's reply to their attack.
Dower clarifies that sustainability means "ought to be sustained" in certain, but not all contexts. Such contexts are those when sustainable development is presented as an "object of commitment or planning or a form of development which one is prepared to endorse." Dower acknowledges that after a process is determined to be sustainable, it must certainly be evaluated further to see if it is in fact desirable to have such a process. He also discusses other terms such as "desirable" and "development" which have multiple meanings, concluding that we must be aware of how language can influence policy decisions and not be too quick to adopt sustainable practices before they are evaluated to see if they are desired.
I find it interesting that this debate completely ignores the fact that it is very difficult to evaluate whether or not a process is in fact sustainable.
Dower, N. (2000). "Human Development - Friend or Foe to Environmental Ethics." Environmental Values 9(1): 39-54.
Dower asserts that by focusing on human development, we are focusing somewhat less on economic growth than we traditionally do when discussing development, an important shift since increased wealth does not necessarily correlate with increased human well-being. Though he focuses on the concept of human development for its universal nature, he notes that the anthropocentrism inherent in human development is problematic. Dower suggests that two conceptual shifts (widening the conception of society to include the natural environment, and recognizing a link between the environment and development) will make the adequate environmental care more likely.
As a side note, Dower argues that sustainability isn't enough to make development appropriate even if it is necessary because a practice could be sustainable but undemocratic, socially unjust, or cruel to animals. He is also wary of focusing too much on sustainability because he thinks it focuses so much on the future that not enough emphasis is spent on changing attitudes and behaviors now.
Downs, A. (1972). "Up and down with ecology: The issue-attention cycle." Public Interest 28(Summer).
El Serafy, S. (1995). "In Defense of Weak Sustainability: A Response to Beckerman." Environmental Values 5(1): 75-81.
This is a response to the Beckerman, Daly and Jacobs debate about sustainability. I will review this when I have read all preceding articles.
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Hosaka, M. (1993). "Sharing local development experiences transnationally: networking in support of community and local initiatives." Environment & Urbanization 5(1): 132-147.
Sharing Local Development Experiences Transnationally: Networking in Support of Community and Local Initiatives This paper discusses the ways in which international networks can help community based organizations, NGOs and local governments share experiences in housing and settlement improvement. It describes two types of networks that have been established, their strengths and weaknesses, as well as some theory about what characteristics make a strong and effective such network. It is only tangentially about sustainability, in that people in such networks are trying to achieve housing conditions that are adequate and sustainable. This article may also be helpful for anyone working with local initiatives to promote social change.
Jackson, T. (2003). "Sustainability and the 'Struggle for Existence': The Critical Role of Metaphor in Society's Metabolism." Environmental Values 12(3): 289-316.
The metaphor "struggle for existence" used by Darwin is shown to have had incredible influence on two strands of thought now relevant to sustainable development. First, the biophysical critique of conventional development advocated by ecological economists, in which traditional economics and development theory are shown to neglect the biological and physical constraints on development and suggestions made for how to reverse these trends. Second is modern evolutionary psychology which suggests that in certain ways the economic system, and the individuals within it behave similarly to an ecological system driven by evolution.
As an interesting side note, Jackson examines the two strands of thought in his article as responses to Ludwig Boltzmann's definition of the struggle for existence of living beings as a struggle for available energy. With this connection of disciplines, Boltzmann metaphorically connected diverse branches of science, and suggested a way of reasoning about environmental limits to human development. Jackson traces the history of the development of these ideas to arrive at the two positions.
Jackson finds that while most people examining sustainable development follow the first pathway (ecological economics), the second (developmental psychology) must not be neglected since it demonstrates that there is a relationship between social evolution and the appropriation of material resources. Namely, the evolutionary psychology path indicates that our chances for achieving sustainable development are remote at best since the struggle for existence never ceases in nature, or in the marketplace. Neo-Darwinian theories of human behavior also suggest that consumption is an important part of evolution in that through consumption we distinguish ourselves in relation to the opposite sex and with respect to our sexual competitors, offering our genes the best chance of success. From this perspective, consumption is necessary and cannot be successfully stopped through technological or behavioral changes.
Jackson suggests several responses to the bleakness of the implications of evolutionary psychology for sustainable development. First, we can accept the conceptual framework of struggling for existence and recognize the limits placed on the possibility of sustainable development by the biological sciences and evolutionary psychology. Second, the framework of struggle as a part of development can be accepted but balanced to some degree by models of evolution such as cooperation, altruism, and symbiosis (for example, the work of Lynn Margulis). A third possible response is to try to break out of the conceptual framework, rejecting the image of struggle for existence. Jackson suggests that this option would involve such an incredible amount of work given the influence of "struggle for existence" on so many areas of scientific thought, and leaves the development of a new worldview to someone else.
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Meadows, D. H. (1991). The global citizen. Washington, DC, Island Press.
This book is written by a person in environmental systems dynamics who became a journalist writing a weekly column called the global citizen. The book is a collection of her columns arranged in topical chapters with a brief introduction to each chapter providing commentary, reflection, and summary. While the facts of the book are a bit dated (from the mid 1980s to early 1990s), it provides great pieces on various environmental topics from a systems point of view. It is quite interesting to see Meadows' attempts to indicate the interrelatedness of environmental problems while writing short, compelling articles. Her perspective often strays from the polar positions often trumpeted when environmental, or any political issues are discussed as she strives to assert positions that take a wider look at the problems, including the deep reasons for conflict. This book is a welcome breath of fresh air after so many technical pieces. "The Man Who Planted Trees and Grew Happiness" is a great story of inspiration that invites a deep reflection on the meaning and promise of myths. It is also interesting to read a collection of articles from twenty years ago and realize that in some ways things have not really changed at all, and in others, (the widespread availability of recycling) they have. Also, to realize that some subjects so popular a few years ago such as rainforest beef, have fallen off the radar screens, which makes one wonder if the implemented changes were really adequate, or just enough to shut people up.
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Mitlin, D. (1992). "Sustainable development: a guide to the literature." Environment & Urbanization 4(1): 111-124.
Mitlin, D. and J. Bicknel (1992). "Will UNCED Sustain Development?" Environment & Urbanization 4(1): 3-7.
Before the Earth Summit (the UN Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992) people were hopeful about environmental change because many countries were moving toward democratic and accountable government, many environmental issues had been clarified, and the North-South divide and connection had been recognized. However, many of these insights were overlooked at the conference itself. The rest of this article clarifies these issues that should be addressed, particularly focusing on the differences of the North and South with respect to environmental problems and solutions, and ends on a hopeful note that there is still time for change.
National Commission on the Environment. (1993). Choosing a sustainable future: the report of the National Commission on the Environment. Washington, D.C., Island Press.
Norton, B. (1992). "Sustainability, Human Welfare and Ecosystem Health." Environmental Values 1(2): 97-111.
Norton contrasts two definitions of sustainability. Social scientific definitions such as the one used by the Brundtland Commission define sustainability as a relationship between the present and future welfare of people. The limits of this approach are that it assumes infinite substitutability of resources and unlimited resources. Instead of critiquing the possibility of mainstream economics (as presumed by the Brundtland Commission) incorporating intergenerational equity, Norton suggests a new approach, scientific contextualism. This approach "recognizes that there are non-negotiable obligations regarding our use of resources and that those obligations can be understood as the obligations the present has to perpetuate the conditions necessary for the continuation of the human species and of its culture." This approach uses a variety of moral rules which are applied under content and context dependent conditions. Norton admits that determining when a practice is sustainable scientifically, is very difficult, but maintains that using scientific models to protect the health and integrity of the ecosystem is still a necessary goal. Additionally, as the ecosystem including living and nonliving processes continually changes, Norton advocates the development of an ecological paradigm that will protect and restore the integrity of ecological systems to preserve the total diversity of the system, defined as the sum of species and associations and the autonomous processes that maintain such diversity. He suggests five axioms of ecosystem management:
1. The Axiom of Dynamism: all is in flux
2. The Axiom of Relatedness: all processes are related to all other processes
3. The Axiom of Hierarchy: processes are not related equally, rather systems exist within system
4. The Axiom of Creativity: "The autonomous processes of nature are creative and represent the basis for all biologically based productivity. The vehicle of that creativity is energy flowing through systems which in turn find stable contexts in larger systems, which provide sufficient stability to allow self-organization within them, through repetition and duplication."
5. The Axiom of Differential Fragility: ecological systems can absorb human wastes and disruptions to various degrees.
By using these axioms, Norton demonstrates that his scientific contextualist approach to sustainability approaches sustainability at a variety of levels as opposed to the social scientific definitions which focus on people, and consequently that his approach can be merged with moral obligations to act sustainability.
As with many discussions of sustainability, Norton recognizes that ecosystems change, but assumes that through this change they naturally preserve diversity. Is this always the case?
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Pezzey, J. (1992). "Sustainability: An Interdisciplinary Guide." Environmental Values 1(4): 321-362.
Pezzey defines sustainability as the “non-declining utility of a representative member of society for millennia into the future.” Where utility is “whatever people maximize when they make rational choices.” Pezzey uses the millennia condition in order to think in much longer terms than traditional political or social timelines, however he notes that such a timeline is still inadequate to allow genetic evolution in humans to adapt to changes in the environment.
sing this definition, Pezzey draws together ideas from physics, ecology, biology, anthropology, history, philosophy, economics and psychology to analyze the potential for sustaining industrial civilization. Pezzey finds that such potential is highly uncertain for various reasons, primarily because it is difficult to know how long we will be able to substitute tools and knowledge for natural resources. Additionally, with time, people adapt to technological or genetic innovations (such as sharper teeth, or a superior legal system, or leather shoes) and they become necessary in that a life without such innovations would then be worse than before. These factors must be taken into account when discussing sustainability, but often have not been.
When discussing the influence on sustainability, Pezzey argues that the evolution and adoption of a sustainable ethic will depend more on how such an ethic effects people’s perceptions of threats to their environment than on abstract philosophical arguments. He also points out that a new ethical system may not arise quickly enough to achieve sustainability.
Pezzey also analyzes the relationship between education and development, finding that during the process of industrialization, people have become more and more educated, largely to run and create the machines necessary for industrialization. He argues that this process will eventually be limited by the human capacity for education in one lifetime, if knowledge is cumulative.
(Of course, this reasoning assumes that some other factor did not limit sustaining a constant living standard first.)
Pezzey also spends a brief amount of time examining environmental methods of valuing the environment, and problems with such methods. Much more time is spent examining different types of societies (statically sustainable societies, developed societies, and developing societies) and the problems each faces with respect to sustainability. While Pezzey admits that not all hunter-gatherer societies were sustainable, he also tends to lift them up as an ideal. He could have been a bit more careful in his analysis here – especially to point out that many hunter-gatherer societies were sustainable only because their population densities were low so that the environment had ample time to regenerate.
Pezzey poses a number of difficult question about the sustainability of sectors or nations given the amount of interrelatedness in today’s global economy and in the environment. He leaves these questions to be answered by a more specific analysis elsewhere, though he does address the question of exploitation of poor countries by the rich. On this issue he advocates the development of a theory of exploitation that lays out constraints on borrowing that are needed to allow productive potential of all nations, take monopoly power into account, and allow for justice, possibly retrospectively.
After tying these analyses together, Pezzey concludes that it will be difficult to respond to challenges of sustainability quickly enough to avert potential threats. Yet, he advocates the use of our capacity for far-sighted, cooperative precautions and our ability to be clever with the hope that we will be able to effect change.
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Redclift, M. R. (1987). Sustainable development: exploring the contradictions. London; New York, Methuen.
This is a fairly typical book about sustainable development in that it examines how the concept evolved, why the concept is important, the environmental problems associated with unsustainability and suggests a few, though not many ways to proceed. It gives a particularly good look at the ways international trade and "development" aid often serve to harm the countries they claim to help by fostering, dependency on aid, droughts through poor land management, and massive debts. However, the figures and examples are rather dated by this point. Energy balances, particularly how much energy is used to produce one calorie of food is one focus of the analysis of agriculture.
This book also contributes some unique things to the field. First of all, it is written during the Brundtland study, and so it offers an interesting perspective on the hope for the study. Given its timing, this volume also offers more early history of the concept of sustainability (starting in the early 1970) than later works. Finally, this book is unusual because it discusses the social theory behind sustainability, especially the reasons that Marxism aligns or does not but should align with concepts of sustainability (in contrast to capitalism). Redcliff maintains that Marxism is a fruitful place to talk about sustainability because it is based on the social construction of nature and the naturalization of human consciousness. However, Marxism still needs to address several issues to have a strong position for sustainability. First, it must address the way nature is transformed under capitalism and the implications for such transformations. Second, it must be concerned with the distribution of costs and benefits of environmental change. Third, it must be concerned about the relationship between environmental issues and central Marxist issues such as alienation and class struggle.
A fault of this text is that it focuses almost entirely on issues of agriculture and population. Without adequately recognizing the importance of other areas such as industry and energy use, I question whether Redcliff has too narrow a definition of sustainability.
Rydin, Y. (1999). "Can We Talk Ourselves into Sustainability? The Role of Discourse in the Environmental Policy Process." Environmental Values general(4): 467-484.
Rydin summarizes the various attitudes toward the variety of definitions of sustainability -- some aim for clarification, others think the vagueness is helpful. More helpfully, she analyzes the problems associated with the commonly advocated model of environmental policy-making in which diverse stakeholders come together to find consensus over an issue. The first major problem with this model is that some people do not want to be involved in such a process, even if they will be affected by its outcome, while others so desire to be involved that they will be over represented. Another problem is that consensus building is incredibly difficult. Finally, there is the problem of the role of professional policy makers given the desire for an informed public. It is hoped that such professionals can serve as educators and mother of the general public. However, on all of these potential problems, Rydin spends more time discussing the problematic situation than suggesting concrete ways in which such problems can be resolved or mediated. Though she focuses on the process of working towards sustainability, she points out that even if such processes work well, this will not ensure that the goal of sustainability is met.
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World Commission on Environment and Development. (1987). Our common future. Oxford; New York, Oxford University Press.
This volume contains the report of the World Commission on Environment and Development, commonly known as the Brundtland report. It is intended to be a "global agenda for change" which outlines long term environmental strategies for achieving sustainable development by the year 2000. Several major policy directions are discussed including population, food security, species and ecosystems, energy, industry, urbanization, the economy, and legal changes. A chapter is devoted to each of these areas. The basic definition of sustainability used by the commission, and one of the most influential since this report is that "humanity has the ability to make development sustainable -- to ensure that it meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." The commission also says that ". in the end, sustainable development is not a fixed state of harmony, but rather a process of change in which the exploitation of resources, the direction of investments, the orientation of technological developments and institutional change are made consistent with future as well as present needs."
Two basic concepts make up this definition of sustainability: needs and limitations. Needs are specifically "the essential needs of the world's poor to which priority should be given." Limitations are those "imposed by the state of technology and social organization on the environment's ability to meet present and future needs."
Each topical chapter highlights some policy directives and demonstrates why such policies are important to secure a sustainable future.
Limits of this report are discussed in great detail elsewhere (Beyond Brundtland), and my two major critiques echo these. First, the commission does not discuss in great enough detail the ways in which the problems of the developing world are linked to, and yet different from the problems in the developed world as it tends to read with the perspective of the developed world. Secondly, the report mentions the role of women only in passing, as another minority group. Given the large impact women have on agriculture, decreasing population growth, and improving literacy rates, this subject should have been addressed in much more detail. For instance, the report should have addressed why the ability to of women to affect these issues is unique, and addressed how such connections can be utilized.
Worldwatch Institute. State of the world: a Worldwatch Institute report on progress toward a sustainable society. New York, Norton.
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History
Dovers, S. (1994). "Sustainability and 'pragmatic' environmental history: a note from Australia." Environmental History Review 18(3): 21-36.
Glacken, C. J. (1967). Traces on the Rhodian Shore: Nature and Culture in Western thought from Ancient Times to the End of the Eighteenth Century. Berkeley, University of California Press.
Glacken finds that until the end of the eighteenth century, western reflection on the environment was dominated by three questions: Is the earth a purposefully made creation? Has the climate and structure of the earth influenced the moral and social nature of individuals and human culture? How have humans changed the earth from its hypothetical pristine condition. Glacken reviews the work of major, and some minor thinkers, and finds that nearly all of them touched on at least one of these questions.
Two major environmental theories have existed since the Greeks. One is based on physiology or humor theory and one is based on the geographical positioning of important cites where a site's position in the wind or altitude gives it and its inhabitants certain characteristics. By the end of Aristotle's life, several ideas about the relationship between people and the earth had been well established. Namely, a divine force could be discerned by looking at creation. This creator ordered chaos into the world that we see such tat there is a final cause inherent in all natural processes. There is a fullness and richness of life in nature and plants exist for animals and animals for people. In the exegetical work of Christians during the Patristic period three ideas solidified which became very influential: God as maker, God as artisan, and God manifest in creation. During the medieval period there were strong relationships between the ways that the environment was changed by human agency and its social and economic history. For example, forests were maintained for noble hunters at the expense of the less well-off who wanted to clear them to increase their arable land or use them as a food source. A great deal of time is spent in this book discussing the relationships that people drew between natural environments and the cultures of peoples. Over the centuries, broad interests narrowed for example, people began thinking about the relationship between environment and diet, religion, and technology rather than merely drawing conclusions about how ethnic character stereotypes relate to geography and climate. In the eighteenth century, the idea that the environment physically limits human population growth, human well being and consequently human aspirations and achievements was first recognized.
Along with the understanding that the three main questions were very important in reflection on the relationship between humans and their environment from the ancient times to the present, Glacken draws a few other conclusions. The growing natural history research of the eighteenth century encouraged interest in other forms of life and the physical environment as a whole. In particular, people began to recognize that "there is a primordial balance in nature that civilized man interferes with at his own risk," and that purposeful change can create a better environment, as evidenced by the effects of drainage and clearing on climate and health. By the end of the eighteenth century, several scholars understood more deeply than ever before the dramatic effects that people can have on the natural environment. However, people did not delve into the possible dangers of such tampering in a coherent way.
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Gottlieb, R. (1993). Forcing the spring: the transformation of the American environmental movement. Washington, D.C., Island Press.
Huges, J. D. (1995). "Ecology and development as narrative themes of world history." Environmental History Review 19(1): 1-36.
McClaren, J. (1993). New Pacific Literatures: Culture and Environment in the European Pacific. New York, Garland Publishing Inc.
This book examines literature of North America and the Pacific, particularly focusing on people's views of the land, and of their own and other cultures. The time from the first European explorers with their vision of the new world as exploitable to support Europe to the way native peoples coped with changing relationships to land and the loss of cultural identity with colonization to the present melting pot vision and image of the United States as paradise are all examined in detail. An interesting way to examine the ways people view the land, though it would be more interesting if one had read, or at least heard of more of the literature being discussed.
Merchant, C. (1980). The death of nature: women, ecology, and the scientific revolution. San Francisco, Harper & Row.
A historical examination of ecological perspectives that changed perceptions of nature from a living being to something mechanical to exploit. Merchant examines the relationship of women to nature in the Western perception focusing on the period from 1500-1800. Special attention is paid to the way nature and women are seen as related, views of women, and women's views on the natural world. A considerable emphasis is also placed on the way that agriculture, mining, technology, crafts and the economy changed people's interaction with nature and their views of it.
Merchant posits that three variations of the organic theory of society helped transition between organic views of nature and mechanism. These include, the medieval hierarchical society, the leveling of such hierarchies based on the experiences of village communities, and revolutions to overthrow the social hierarchy.
Besides providing a side of history not present in something like Traces on the Rhodian Shore, Merchant's book is also valuable because it describes the efforts made to preserve forests for hunting, ship building and other uses at a time when this resource was being quickly depleted and describes the relationship between the rate of tax and the destruction of the land. Namely, as peasants were taxed more heavily, fertilizers were introduced to get the most out of the land.
Merchant, C. (1989). Ecological revolutions: nature, gender, and science in New England. Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press.
A historical look at ecological revolutions in New England and the movement away from sustainability. Agriculture, the attitudes of people toward the environment, and the relation of women to the land are emphasized most. The colonial revolution came first and shifted from Native American ecological views where humans, other animals, plants, and inanimate objects were all subjects to one where natural objects became a symbol of exchange. The horticulture of Native American women mimicked nature as much as possible while the Pilgrims and Puritans worked with geometrical fields and a patriarchal system of land ownership near their homes and rotated crops over a much smaller area. The multi-sensual experience of nature and oral memory were also replaced by a visual consciousness and analytic form of knowledge during this time. These trends were amplified during the capitalist ecological revolution, roughly from 1776-1860 when nature began to be viewed as a commodity -- the goal was now to farm for profit rather than subsistence. Farmers began using more fertilizers and viewed the soil and all of agriculture as a scientific experiment, asking what needs to be added to obtain the highest yields from all fields. The mechanistic view of nature grew and men increasingly took over farming, raising livestock and other tasks traditionally in the domain of women. The public sphere became more male dominated while the home became the focus of women. With increased opportunities to buy cloth, and increased quality and quantities of food, women began to spend more time in the home cleaning their extra clothes and making more elaborate meals. Additionally, their role began to be seen solely to produce and educate children. Though Merchant does not describe this in great detail, she suggests that we are in the midst of a third type of ecological revolution, one in which the whole planet is transformed at an amazing rate by humans. This text draws on many studies of historical data and is wonderfully detailed. Such detail points out that the unsustainable practices we now live with have been around for quite some time, and that such ingrained ideas and practices will be difficult to change.
Merchant, C. (2003). Reinventing Eden: The Fate of Nature in Western Culture. New York, Routledge.
Merchant examines narratives about nature, and finds that in the West, we try to recover the lost Eden by reinventing nature. Several different narratives describe this process. The mainstream recovery narrative is the most common. In it people strive to recover Eden by changing wilderness into gardens, "female" nature into civilized society, and indigenous folkways into modern culture. Merchant points out that this mastery of nature to reclaim Eden has nearly destroyed the nature that people try to recover. Consequently, she posits that a new narrative is needed to guide our relationship to nature.
The two major kinds of narratives are the progressive, described above in which Eden is reinvented, and the declensionist in which the decline of the quality of the environment from some initial paradise is discussed. Merchant claims both are present in Western history, but that the new sciences of chaos and complexity suggest that dominating or controlling nature is unlikely to succeed.
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