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Does Terrorism Have Economic Roots?

This paper empirically investigates the roots of terrorism and come up with several different
results from the previous literature. Using a more up to date and comprehensive panel data set on
terrorism, | find that increases in economic well-being within countries decreases the number of
international terrorist incidents originating from that country but do not significantly affect being
a possible target of international terrorism. In addition | also examine whether economic
conditions affect domestic terrorism and build in an entirely new data set with regional GDP of
separatist regions that allows me to look at the determinants of separatist terrorism. Separatist
terrorist incidents are found to have economic roots.

Charitable Giving under Inequality Aversion (with Neslihan Uler)

This paper focuses on the relationship between voluntary giving and the degree of inequality
aversion. Our model suggests that voluntary giving is increasing in the degree of inequality
aversion for individuals of higher than average income; however, the sign of the effect is reversed
for individuals that are poorer than the average. Contributions are monotonically increasing in the
income level, holding the degree of inequality aversion constant. We test our theoretical findings
using the General Social Survey data on the United States and show that empirical results support
our predictions.

Simulating Social Security Reform in Turkey

This paper investigates the welfare effects of Social security reform in Turkey using an Auerbach
and Kaotlikoff overlapping generations model with money and informal sector. Although the
results suggest that social security reform started to be implemented in Turkey in 2007 has
significantly improved the long-run sustainability of the pension system and welfare of the
individuals, increase in the contribution rates suggested by the reform might have adverse effects
of the informal sector and welfare of the generations. | suggest further improvements in the
existing social security system and show their effects in welfare of different generations in
Turkey.

Separatist Terrorism and Poverty in Southeastern Turkey

This paper investigates the economic roots of separatist terrorism in Turkey. The political
conventional wisdom is that poverty in highly Kurdish populated; southeastern Turkey is one of
the most important causes of separatist terrorism and Turkish-Kurdish conflict in Turkey.
Therefore many economic policies have been implemented to improve the economic conditions
in the southeastern part of the country. Using Global Terrorism database, | find that there is no
causal relationship between economic conditions in southeastern Turkey and separatist terrorism.
Therefore policy makers should be cautious in using economic measures to prevent separatist
terrorism in Turkey.



