The limits of downstep in Agbo sentence prosody
IRCS Report 92-37, edited by M. Liberman & C. Maclemore, 103-15. Institute for Research in Cognitive Science, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.

The complete list of 81 examples transcribed in the Appendix (pp. 110-12) can be heard in the same order here. Here's a foto of the speaker, Julius
Ogbu, and me.

Significant correction: Ex. (18a) as cited on p. 109 is observationally correct in some prominent Igbo varieties — e.g. it occurs as such in Mbaisén and
adjacent areas — but not in Standard Igbo, moreover the form as given on p. 109 is seriously misleading with respect to considerations of clause-typing.
In Standard Igbo, the verb root plus suffix in a subject question of this inflectional type bears L, and not downstepped H:

Onyé hii—ru Ezé? 'Who saw Ez&? = [LH LL HL].

But Standard Igbo does maintain the downstepped H in subject relative clauses like (18a) = [H!H !HH H!H]. Accordingly, one might well claim that
T-to-C (or Infl-to—-C) does occur in (18a), just as indicated in the paper, but there is no prosodic evidence for parallel treatment of (18b), contra the
little upward arrow to the left of —r¥ in the tree structure in (18b). Incidentally, the identification of Iigbo finite ¥ as a morphological instantiation of
the Infl or Tense node of the clausal Middle Field, assumed in 1992 the paper, must be abandoned for independent reasons of temporal and aspectual
gquantification. Specifically, the longstanding controversy in the Igbo literature regarding the temporal content of —r¥ inflection dissolves, once —rV is
recognized to have the distribution of an argument-type clitic.

Otherwise, the general point of the paper remains unaffected: so-called "upstep" is epiphenomenal, and is not an upside-down counterpart of
"downstep" as pretended in taxonomic (" tagmemic") work by E. Pike and maintained by many Africanists with the help of enriched
autosegmental-metrical notation. Rather, "upstep" is no more than the phonetic realization of antidownstep (downstep reset), a phenomenon itself
constrained by syntactic phrasing. Several elementary and general observations support this conclusion, quite apart from the particular analysis of Agbo
presented in my paper. First, there is no antidownstep without a preceding downstep in the relevant prosodic domain. Secondly — and this point was
admitted anecdotally during the roundtable discussion at the 1992 UPenn workshop by the two invited SIL Mayanists — Mayan languages do not show
upstep cumulation, contra E. Pike's published descriptions that started the whole upstep goosechase. Naturally, upstep retains support as a strictly
phonetic category, my only purpose here being to show that it plays no role in the statement of linguistically significant generalizations. In sum,
phonological use of the term upstep is, on current knowledge, nothing more than a hypostasis or in other words a mystification. SIL/Wycliffe may
possess excellent soteriological reasons to look "upward" as much as "downward", but natural languages including Igbo and apparently also the Mayan
family are quite innocent of this skyward temptation, and should not be blamed for it.

[Update 6 December 2012] Another telling indication that syntax is not 'different' (in the sense of Bromberger & Halle 1989) is that not only prosodic
footing, but also syntactic agreement, has now been enthusiastically offered as grist for an upward-looking parameter of structural variation across
natural languages (Baker 2008). Automatic sacrifice of restrictiveness is always expedient in the short term, but always too a bad idea for constructing
testable theory—space (Martin & Osherson 1998) and at least as far as Niger-Congo languages are concerned, always a recipe for exoticism.

Baker, M. [2008]. The Syntax of Agreement & Concord. Cambridge University Press.
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Martin, E. & D. Osherson. [1998]. Elements of Scientific Inquiry. MIT Press, Cambridge Mass.
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ABSTRACT

A recordedcorpué of some 80nonsp0ntaneousAgbo examples showsystematic resetting alownsteppedpitch within the
minimal sentence. As this phenomenon is not independent of a preceding downstep, and can never cumulate upnectsetyis
not ‘upstep’ (pace Meietal. 1975; Snider 1990) but rathantidownstepor downstep-reset.Contra expectations othe reigning
phonological model of downstep (e.g. Clements 198tjynstep-reseis limited neitherto clausal boundarie@vheretrivially it
does occur) nor to performance contexts of maintaining adequate pitch rarfgst, impressionisticpass over theAgbo corpus
readily identifies two linguistic contexts falownstep-reset:
» After word final downstep before phrase boundary (tracks 2, 3, 13, 26, 28, 31, 33, 41, 48, 50, 52, 63, 70-72, 74, 79, 80).
Most examples of this edgdfectinvolve a PP or serial VP — neither type containing a pause.
e After a verb in which lexical H and L are neutralized (tracks 21, 22, 28, 32-35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45-47, 68-70, 72, 76, 77).
This architoneeffectregularly occurs, inter alia, before the negatlve/relatlve Suffix -
In a framework of tone-metrical licensing (Bamba 1992, Manfredi 1992), theltwaistep-resetcontexts share ongroperty: a H
tone in aweakposition. The configurations which predlctweak H are found in surfacgyntax. Weak H also accounts for
downstep-resetn the Abankeleledialect—previously claimed to have a so-called ‘upstep’ juncture—and in staigtard

1. GARDEN-PATH TONEMARKING

The problem addressed in this papes noticechearly 40 years agoTranscribingsomesentences oBhiTswa (aBenue-
Congo language of Mozambique) 18953, Welmers noticed #ailure of deterministidconemarking. Having convincingly
assigned ShiTswa to the ‘terraced-level’ type later codified by Stewart (1965), based on the cumulative pitchvidwedring
occurs automatically between successive H-tone domains, he was surprised to observe

a clearcontrast... after low, between aonlow at thesame levelas the preceedingonlow and a nonlow at a
slightly lower level. (1973: 87)

Such a contrast creates a garden path for the application of a standard tone orthography comprising three rules:
» H- and L-bearing syllables are individually marked] gpnd [*] respectively.
» Downdrift (Stewart’s “automatic downstep”) occurs between H-bearing syllables across L-bearing syllables.
«  (“Nonautomatic”) downstep between two adjacent H-bearing syllables is mitked [

To demonstrate the breakdown of tonemarking, Welmers (197.3c@#s the following paradigm:

la. Vamuwona mufana. ‘They see [the] child’
3pl.see... child
b. Vamuwona mufana wa mubiki. ‘They see [the] cook’s child’
3pl.see... child of chief
c. VamuwoOna mufana wa 'hosi. ‘They see [the] chief's child’
3pl.see... child of chief

The imparsableyllable iswa ‘of in (1b) and (1c): no availabletone diacritics fits that word’s pitch. Consider the
possibilities. Wa can’t be marked L.: it is pronounced higher than the flanking L-bearing syllables inagtihjigher than
the downstepped H irfflc). Neithercanwa be marked H: itis pronounced orthe same pitch as theiddle syllable of
mufana—rather than on a lower pitch which it would be expettetiave ashe bearer of avell-behaved Hone. Thus,

*Thanks to A. Akinlabi, M. Bamba, LThiong, Y. Laniran, M. Liberman, A. Nwachukwu, J. OgbuH. Tada.

1Text given infull below, with four pitch tracks. The examples—elicited tdest tone classes afionosyllabic verb roots—are

either gnomic, quasi-proverbial sentencesith no markedfocus; or mini-discourseswith controlled focus structure. Aifi
recording of the corpusspoken byone person (not imeal time) on onebccasion, has been deposited in thghonetics lab,
Williams Hall, University of Pennsylvania. Track numbers refer to the file labelled “/home/myl/db/agbo”.

2Agbo is the westernmostform of igbo in the historical sense. Colonial/federalgovernmentsand their missionary/ academic
allies carved the periphery of tfigbo-speakingareainto ethnic districts (e.g.Tka”, “Izii”, “Tkwere”) on ideological grounds
(kinship, kingship, confession, lexicostatistics)n reality, many of the clalmedmlqueperlpheral characteristicare actually
found throughout thearea; manyothers arejust borrowings from non- Igbo-speakingneighbors; thus, neithersort of evidence
proves anything abodgbo-internal relationships (ciOnwuejiogwu 1975).
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Welmers is constrained teavewa without atonemark,stipulating that thisabsenceneans'samepitch level asnearest
previous H'. Theunmarkedwa is not tonelessit implicitly bearsits underlying H as expectedbut is preceded by a
special juncture which negates the downdrift (automatic downstep) which would ordinarily occur at that point.

As the anomalous, antidownstep juncture occurs only in possessive phrases, all drevifiitinedwith the “associative”
morphemewa, Welmers(1973) conceives anorphologicalsolution: a“phonemic upstep” isassigned tava itself, as a
kind of prosodicprefix whosebizarrenature isexcused byits unique distribution. Though thenechanics otis 1973
proposalare certainlyad hoc, theintuition that the antidownstep juncture isonstruction-specific ionsistent Wwh a
prosodic governmentapproach—offering ateast theprospect ofan explanationbased onprinciples of tone-syntax
interaction. To explore this possibility, it is first necessary to review some of the elementary relatioihphigsological
government which pervade the languages of this great, transcontinental family.

2. TONAL PROSODY AS GOVERNMENT

Bamba (1989, 1992) shows that OCP-based, nonlocal pitch effects like downstep, as well as loefiég#tike raising
and spreading reflect the constituency ofmetrical domains. Bamba’s framework igrosodic becausehe donains in
question interact wittsurfacesyntax inpredictableways. The basis athis interactionis the core licensing principle
which, by hypothesis, is shared by phonology and syntax: the government réldtienoverall goal ofhis sectionis to
show that downstep-resistan example of prosodic licensing in this sense. The first step in the demonstratisarigeyo
some simple cases in the relevant languages.

2.1 Tone and locality

As extended to Benue-Kwdanguages by Manfredi (1988/1992), prosditiensing inBamba’ssense is implied bgross-
linguistic, and language-internal, distributions of (local) spreading and raising with respect to downstep.

local nonlocal
spreading raising H! Hinterval
H/L L/_H H/L L/_H partial totab

Standardroruba® + + + +
Agbo + +
Onicha +

Mbaisen + (Auslaut)

Abankeleke’ + +

Yomala-Yamba8 + + + +

Yekoy® + +

Table 1. Distribution across Benue-Kwa of some local and nonlocal tone effects

The table showsdnter alia that L-spreadingand L-raising—both being local L toneffects—are incomplementary
distribution with partial downstep—which is a nonlocal effect, since it cumutatesstheentire sentence. I important
to realize that this implication holds robustly everydmala-Yamba, where only strong L tones spread or raisgonly

weak L tones qualify as partial downstep triggers.

3If, on the other hand, “phonology is different” (Bromburgar Halle 1989), the licensing principles ofmetrical domainshave
nothing in common with those of phrasal syntax. As their pessimistic premise rulpsosatlic results iradvance, onehould
reject it provisionally and seek generalizations until they appear or until one tires of the search.

4Benue-Kwa, the largediranch ofNiger-Congo, extendsfrom central Coted’Ivoire (or perhapsfrom easternLiberia) to eastern
and southern Africa. To date, mihonological (asopposed to lexicalpvidence for annternal subgrouping oBenue-Kwa has
been offered. A potential candidate for a syntactic isogloss is the movement of a main verpdsittba ofinflection (“V-to-I
movement” cf.Emonds1978); thisoccurs inigbo andeastwardsand in Anyt (or perhapsAkan) and westwards, bunot in a
central zone extending frombe to Yoruba andEdo (cf. Déchaine 1992).

5Total downstep lowers an H-tone to the pitch level of a non-H-tone in the same context; partial downstep doesn't.

6In Yoruba, (nonautomatic)downstepoccursonly after anelided Ltone; it is a total downstep afefined inthe preceding
footnote, since a downstepped H iswered atleast to the level of M. According tbaniran (1992: 250), Yoruba M is not
downstepped, but the preceding H is raised; Yala-lkom’'s ‘downstepped M’ (Armstrong 1975) may be similar.

7A.k.a. “Izi" or “1zii”, anethnic label promoted ititeracy materials,starting shortly before theNigerian Civil War, by the
Enugwu branch office of the Summer Institute of Linguistics (cf. Meir et al. 1975).

8A.k.a. “Dschang Bamileke"—studied (and, if | am not mistaken, spoken) by Tadadjeu (1974).

9A.k.a. “Kikuyu™—studied by Clements and Ford (1978).
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The other complementarity in the tablebistweentotal and partial downstep.For nonfinal contexts, onean predicthe
occurrence of total downstep from L-spreading. In absolute final positistauj, however, total downstep also occurs in
Mbaisen (amongseveralother southermlialects)which lacksL-spread. The multlplesources ototal downstepsuggest
that it is a default which obtains wherever H tone is governed.

The distribution in Table 1 can be studied in terms of tone-metrical interaction. Consider the principles in (2).

2. principlest© A metrical governor is stronger than its governeel(#M).11

[s] immediately dominates a metrical governor.

[w] is strictly adjacent to a metrical governor.

Tonal government iff [s].
Theidea in (2), adoptedfrom Bamba(1989/1992), is that twdlifferent kinds of licensing relation—respectivelytonal
governmentand netrical government—are separatalysponsible for the localnd nonlocalphenomenaeferred to in(2).
The generalization of complementarity follows from the foaghumption, namely thabnal governmant (e.g.spreading,
raising) is possible only if the tonal governor occupies in a stnoeigical position. Since H is the mtrical governor in
the partial downstep relation, partial downstep excludes L from a strong position, hence L cannot be a tonal governor.

To accommodate the variation observed in Table 1, this framework must be supplemented by the parameters in (3).

3. parameters (i) The set of tonal governors is {H}, {L}, {H, L}.
(i) Tonalgovernment is expressed by {spread} {raise} {both} {neither}
The resort to parameters is, in general, problematiess (asuggested byorer 1984, Fukuil986) theycan bereduced

to learnable inventories alosed-clasgi.e. ‘functional’) items. Mnimally, onewould hope that only tonadjovernment
needs to be parametrized, at least for the closely languages in question. The required parameter settings are listed in (4).

(i) (i)
4.  settings Yoruba H, L both!2
Agbo H spread
Onicha/Mbaisen H neither
Abankeleke H raise
Yomala-Yamba some L | both
Yekoy6 L spread

For the present, | will seasideissues ofparametriclearnability orarbitrarinessand proceed t@examinecaseswhere
syntactic government seems to affect the tonal and metrical relationships just outlined.

2.2 Prosodic government

The smallest assumption sufficient to expldownstep-reset ithe failure of alicensingcondition for downstep.Bamba
defines downstep as a nonlocal government relation between tones, mediated by metrical condfitt@radygovernment
requires syntactic government, then downstep can’t follow a tone which is not in a governing position.

5. licensing Locally, an element is ungoverned iff governing.
Unlicensed elements incorporate under the local licensed node, e.g.:
(@ Domain-initial L incorporates under following [s].
(b) Domain-final H incorporates under preceding [w].

(5a) accounts foiinitial L-raising (also inEdo, cf. Elugbe 1977).(5b) follows from thedefinitions in (2),and directly
advances the goal of this paper to account for the possibility and distribution of weak H tones.

The consequence of (5b) is illustrated in (6a). The filedk node isunlicensed: itdoesn’tgovernanythingbecause it is
final, and it isn’t governed since it is not weaker than the preceding strong node. Incorporation of stray H yields (6b).

10Most of these principles simply recap the definitions of Liberman and Prince (1977).
11This hierarchy couldn’t be valid in a true ‘upstep’ language, if any exists. No such language has yet been documented.

12Laniran finds L-raisingonly concomitantwith H-raising; her algorithm (1992: 23f) involves arelation called “upstep”,
which actually applies right-to-left (n.b. backwards in time) across tonal feet. That this is indeeahgole ofraising isshown
by her observation that the first H's extra height factor does not affect the level of an initial L.
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6a. I\ ] b. l\ ]
|S (W) T (W) |S v|v
X X X X

| XO0xp | x0xp

Prosodiclicensing hasiumerous empiricatonsequences |Igbo For exampleconsiderthe well-knownrestriction of
lexical downstep to the final syllable, cf. tBamicha forms in (Nt

7. atulu ‘sheep’ ifele  ‘shame’ *vevev
nkita ‘dog’ obele  ‘small creature’
If these formsare composed of three H-bearimyorphemesthe third andfinal morphemds evidently weak, henceits H

tone is exleilmpt from the OCP. As is well knoamdill understoodhowever,the final downstep ofnounsdropsphrase-
internally:

8. onu ‘mouth’ uzo  ‘path’ onuuzo  ‘door(way) *onu uzo
agu ‘leopard’ ata ‘grassland’ agu ata ‘savanna leopard’ *agu ata
obele ‘small creature’  nwa  ‘child’ obelenwa ‘dear little child’ *obele nwa
nkita ‘dog’ unu  ‘2pl nkitaunu ‘your dog’ *nkitaunu

Whatever special licensingermits aword-final H to be weak irtitation forms such as those (7), (8) shows thathis
licensing is not available phrase-internally.

The Agbo corpus, however, shows that a weak H is conserved in certain other contexts, which | have labeled architones.

(6b) is a negative verb plus its pronominal prefix, the corpus shows thataigeaverb phrase, thevord-final weak H is
equivalent to a weak L (the total downstfect), andthe initial H of the followingword has higher pitch (thdownstep
reset effect).

o N IN NN

(w)

T
|

] L]
x x X0 |[xp x X X X

What needexplaining inthis framework, therefore, ishe contextuablifferencebetweendownstepresetin Agbo and its
absence (with corresponding loss of the word- internal downstémiirha.

SomeAbankeleke examples of (9) are given in (10) and (11).

o N1 N NN
B R
| /H\ A
X X X X X X

nwoke ri a [nwoke *ri a]
‘man’ NOJ | vp ‘ate...’ ‘[the] man ate...’

(The tone cliticization in (11) is driven by the elision of the last timing unitOf;.)

13The few exceptions in (i) are most likely exempted by internal structure.

(i) oghée(le) ‘opening’ (Onicha) okoro ‘young man’ (Abankeleke), cf. oke ‘male’
140ne exception may be exempted by internal structurelf ¢master’:
(i) agadi ‘elderliness’ (Onicha) agadi nwaanyj ‘old woman’ *agadi nwaanyi
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o I T IN NI\ RNEAN
| AL TN T
X X X XX X X XX X X X X
mini unufu min’ unufu [min’untufa]
‘water’ NOJ | Kp’compound’ ‘domestic water’

If the following phrase begins with L, another difference emerges, cf. (12).
2o N TN

V|V |S (w)
T T
X X

x0] |xp

By stipulation in (4), tonal government takes the form adgfeadingonto following L in Agbo and Hraising before L
in Abankeleke. But by definition in (2), tonalgovernmentntails a strongosition, so we might nogéxpect atonal
government effect in either dialect. H spread doesn’t occur in relégint contexts, e.g. (24b), but H raisiigotated by
underlining) isreported by Mir et al. in correspondingAbankeleke examples,; forcmg a derivation like (13) which

violates structure preservation.

13.|\W‘"\ L\ N N\

B I
X X X X X X X X X
nwoke e ri a [nwoké e ri a]

‘man’  x0 | vp ‘ate..

‘when [the] man ate...”

Fortunately, aralternativeanalysis isavailable;indeed it is required byhe grammar. Meiet al. report anexample

minimally contrasting with (13):

14.
'\ \ '\ |
| R
| | /H\ A
X X X X X X XX X
nwoke e ri [nwoke eri a]
‘man’”  x0| |vp ‘ate... ‘then [the] man will eat...”

Within a principle-based framework, (13) and (14) cannot have the same syritaraly, the conditional clause if{13)
mustinclude an additional heaplausmly adeterminer, forompositional semanticsindependentlyfrom the so-called
associative construction, it is clear that the null Comtgin) relative clauses ispelledout on thesurfacewith a H tone
(seeExcursus). It isunnecesssary tatipulatethis, so longas the null Comp isnetrically strong. This gives the

conditional the s-structure in (15):
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C 1P
AN N
s w s (W) w s (W)
] |
H H O L H
| LA
nwoke e ri a

How does (15) satisfy prosodic well-formedness? Examples of the genitive construction likegiiéigued toexemplify
the principle in (17), cfManfredi (1992: 159).

16. N

P

N /\ /]
K N w s
[ ]
L ] L | L H L
/\ N LIA
akpa aku akpa aku
‘bag’ ‘wealth’1> ‘bag of riches’
17. prosodic An unassociated element acquires as its association
cliticization domain the adjacent timing unit of its governing category.

In (15), cliticization ofthe null Compcreatesthe contextfor the observedraising. If this goes through, then tonal
government iMbankeleke is structure-preserving.

A final question is why downstep reset occurdgbo before the negative morphemE which bears Htone, but not for
example before the tonelegghs of Standardgbo (to ‘which it is cognate)Ni is either a suffixor aleft- branchlngphrasal
head. We might suppose thatas a phrasal head with inherétis metricallystrong. Therafter a downsteppederb it

will have theexactly thedownstep resetonfiguration in(9). A related effect isseen inthe Excursuswhere alexically

unmotivated H tone appearsiigbo relatives as the content of null, strong Comp and Kase nodes.

3. CONCLUSION

The above, preliminary analysis pfosodiclicensing inBenue-Kwalanguagegakes off from theconcreteand learnable
disjunction between locand nonlocal toneeffects, toposit quasi-syntactieelationships of constituen@and government
among tone elements) the traditionpioneered by Bambtor Mandekarlanguages. Becausegovernment alsdorms an
indispensable part of syntactic licensing, such an analysis offers the hope of explainiegange ofphenomena which
have heretoforeinspired only bizarre diacritics of ‘upstep’ juncture. Equally importantly, it bringsa rich array of
phonologicalevidence, especially small parametricdifferencesamong closely-relatedlanguages tobear onissues of
syntactic representation.

In light of these results, Welens’ tonemarkingpuzzle (with which thepaper began) counts as a monument tokées
linguistic intuition of that eccentrimissionary, but also to theomplacency ofAfricanist phonologistsand syntacticians
who have managed to preserve their respective specializations in pristine, obtuse segregation for too many decades.

15 Aku is, specifically, inert or non-reproducing wealth, as opposed towligh includes seed stocks and livestock.
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EXCURSUS: PROSODIC MINIMALITY IN IGBO

In Standarggbo, an otherwiseempty functionahead isneverthelesstrong inorder togovern thehead of anembedded
constituent:

18a. | /DP\ b.
g D{\CP CP
(AN AN

[ X [ X
il 7N l

L,

a  ahya hu  Eze
[enyi lara ahya] [onye hury Eze]
‘the friend that left the market’ ‘Who salize?’
19a DP b CpP

oV ymax oV ymax
L wa t L ha t
) )
[ulo Eze wuru] ‘the house Eze built’ [onye ka Eze huru] ‘Who did Eze see?’

EXCURSUS II: YORUBA

Both L and H are necessarigtrong in asurfacethree-tonesystem. That! alsoraisesbefore L {aniran 1992: 240),
sentence-initial L does not downstep the following H (1992: 219), and spreading carssol (1992: 199.), all follow

from the presence ofLH feet (1992: 251). Laniran (1992: 270) refutes Pierrehumbertand Beckman's (1988)
claim—repeated e.g. by McCarthy (1988)—that declination is not computed over phonological tones.

EXCURSUS III: AGAINST REGISTER TONES

The register tone framework (Snide390) has naccount forprosodicdomains. Contour tonemre overgeneratednless
markednesbketween ‘modal’ andregister’ tones isinvoked toexcludepossible butunattesteccontours. A‘left-to-right
implementationrule” (like Schachterand Fromkin’s numericalalgorithm) is alsoneeded. The (non-arboreal) register
formalism does not represent cumulation explicitly. The lack of symmetry between upstep and downstep is accidental.

16In Agbo, the empty head of a relative clause is spelled out with the chgula
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CORPUS

Speaker Tone orthography
Julius Ogbu [ 7, ] = surface tones;
Idumu Uku, Agbo no mark = same as preceding tone;
June, 1977 [ ] after [ ] = downstep;
Track no. [*] = antidownstep
1. Njneafya. O wim ogne kiri.
‘| went to market; it took me a brief time’
2. N ﬂ'né afya * onobe tani. [a copy of pitch track 2 follows below]
Tl go t0 market after a little while today’
3. Nim jne afya eki ile. [a copy of pitch track 3 follows below]
‘Let me go to market tomorrow’
4.  Anyu atu nko, i kebe gi e be nknu.
‘An axe is usually sharp before you use it to cut wood’
5. Apaniono? Otunko.
‘How is it?" ‘If's sharp
6.  Opyaatuaty, i kebe gi & betufu uknuesu.
‘A machete is usually sharp before you use it to cut open [a bundle of] yam pegs’
7. Apaniono? Otuaty.
‘How is it?" ‘It's sharp’
8.  Mgbadna enwoke ako, 0 kebe nahi ohukpagha.
‘An antelope is usually very clever, before it can escape a hunter’
9.  Agpani o dnonahi? Onwo ako.
‘How did it manage to escape?’ ‘It's clever’
[transcription/translation of tracks 10-12 is missing]
13. Ekuugbo we gi egere * kwa ako uko.
‘A farm coat sewn with hide itches’
14. Apaniomei? A akom uko.
‘How does it affect you?' ‘It doesn’t itch me’
15. Kjome¢? Okoauko
‘What does it do to him?’ ‘It itches him’
16. Kiiwetnafunia? O ko ako.
‘Why did you take it off?’ ‘It itches’
17. Egedi aaja anu aja ni o marni osuo obelezee.
‘An elder dices up meat so that sthe can know the sweet tagtbedfZec™
18. Apani o dno kwademe €? Q ja any; 0 meyi ofigmo.
‘How did s/he manage to prepare it? S/he diced meat; s/he added palm oil’
19. Ananiokwademee? Oj ]a anu aja.
‘How does s/he prepare it?” ‘S/he dices up meat’
20. Nmundu abu ebu ogne ile ifng gi eti.
‘Small children srng whenever the moon shines’
21. Kiweémeewe 11¢ ni rahni? [a copy of pitch track 21 follows below]
‘What did they o that they did not sleep?’
22.  Abuwe ébu, étne * ni we égﬁ [a copy of pitch track 22 follows below]
‘They sang, they didn’t dance’
23. C ﬁu omumu nwa enyi na ere.
“The birth medicine we received was effective’
24. Apani o rnunii? Ore ere.
‘How then did it work for you?’ ‘It was effective’
25. [incomplete transcriptionre ere.
[...] ‘It will be effective’
26.  Oriri Nni Ugbo *apu o-hu-mma.
‘The Feast of Farm Food turned out well’
27. Opukewedno kau? O pu apu.

‘Did'it turn out as they said?’ ‘It turned out [well]’
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54,

55.

Nke i +hnu lala ¥ nii? O puapu.
“Yours which is commg ‘up? ‘It will turn out [well]

M1r_n1 ezu_e osuo ohu. (possibly: Mirnit ézte...)
‘Rain fell [|n] one are@’

Ni mirni ezue ugbo o rue mgbe enya51
‘Rain must fall on the farm by evening’

Mirni * ni o zue ebe ndi ohuu.
‘Rain will fall someplace’
Anyu atnu * ni nko.

‘The axe isn't sharp’

Eylle m* anyu tnu le * ni nko!
‘Don t grve me an ‘axe that’s not sharp!’

i Eya atnu ni atnuu
“The machete isn’t sharp

Anile m gi opya atnu le * ni atnuu!
‘Don’t have me use a machete that's not sharp!”

Mgbadna aanwo ako.
‘Antelopes aren't clever

N seka hu ute mgbadna nwo le * ni ako.
‘| can see the track of an antelope that's not clever’

Ebuluku aako ako.
‘[The ritual coat of arOlokun priest] doesn't itch’

N7i e yime ekwa ko 1e ni uko. (speaker hesitates)
‘Let him put on a cloth that doesn't itch’

Ndi kikeni aaja anu nke obelezee.
‘People nowadays don't dice meat fobtlezee”

Anile onye ghale* ni aja antt *1e m! (strong effect)
‘Don’t lef someone who omits dicing meat host me!’

Nmu ndu aabu ebu ime isi abali.
‘Children’don’t sing [on] moonless nrghts

Ndi ghale* ni abu ebu aseka tne egt.
‘Those who omit singing cannot dance’

Ogu aare ere.
‘(The] medicine is totaIIy ineffective’

Amlem"'glo u elet ni ere ere.
‘I won't use medicine that is totally ineffective’

Oriri apu *nia uu.
‘The feast flopped dismally [did not turn out at all]

Hnu pu le * ni apuu joko anwozi.
‘What flops is going to have another [chance]

Ele * 6gne we gi gt f *hnuy aka ahnu ke we gi ga * ahyua ni.
‘It is not when they ug yams last year that they’re digging yams this year’

ﬁne we 1 Ll gl wnu ogne m1rn1 gl lua gu
‘The time they harvest yam is the time when rain has finished tapering off’

ﬁne we eﬁ %11 wnu ogne o-wnu-le gha eki *jneme.
‘The time t ey will harvest yam is any time after tomorrow and thereafter’

Ebe 0 wu uzo cho ewlu wnu epete epete
‘Where he'stood seeklng shade is muddy’

Ube o wu uzo ru elu +akpagi.
“The ladder he stood uprlght broke’

Ebe o wu uzo ché nmu a wnu ahamaha uwaya.
‘Where he stood wamng for his children is in the middle of the road’

Ebe i ewu uzo cheri we wnu ébe uzo nohime.
‘Where you will stand waiting for them is where the path makes a bend’

Emu aknu ihian aknu.
‘Sickness troubles people’
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56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

Obanije est ihian esu.

‘Sweat affects people greatly’

Obanije eesu ihian esuu.

‘Sweat doesn't affect people at all’

Eziza nku ka ali azaa. (why not: Eziza nku...)

‘A

broom of mature palm [branches] is best for sweeping the ground’

E21za ok1t1 aaka ali azaa kar1 ez1za nku
‘A broom of baby palm [branches] doesn’t sweep better than one of mature palm’

We amari nwa eme nwa.
‘They know [how] the child will make itself’

We amari nwa eme nwa.

‘They don’t know [how] the child will make itself’
Nwata marj ihie eme nwa.

‘A child that knows something will mature’

Nwata ama ihié *a emé nwa.

‘A child that doesn’t know something won't mature’

Onye ehyu ekwa ohuhu amari onu a.
‘Someorie who shops for hen’s eggs knows their price’

Onye eehyu ekwa ohuhu amari onu a.
‘Someone who doesn't..., doesn't..

Eru eepu ugbo wnu ekuru

‘Th

e mushroom that appears on the farmeisiru

Eru aafodu nku wnu ekuru.

‘Th

e mushroom that grows on palm treesakuru”

Eru aafodu ofya, onobe ni eny{ htie ¥ ni e, o réhi.
‘The mushroom that grows in the woods, soon after we don’t pick it’

Ekuru aafodu nku onobe, 6meni eny{ htie ¥ ni e, 0 rehi mgbe enyasi.

‘Th

e “ekuru” that will grow on palm trees soon, if we don't pick it, it rots by evening’

Eru eépu ofya * onobe; ni enyi htie ¥ ni e, o réhi.

‘A [type of] mushroom will come out in the woods in a little while, if we don't pick it, it rots by evening’

Eru eefie enyi ugbo * wnu ekuru.
‘“The mushroom that eludes us in the farmékuru™

Eru eefie enyi Yofya eki twnu ugu eni. Nedi enyi aghosi *ni enyi ke we acho a.

‘The mushroom that will elude us in tomorrow's woodgti eni

‘Our father didn’t show us how to look for it’
Manya aasto ikpoho wnu 0goro.

‘Th

Mirni ezte * ime abali. Manza aasuo * tani wnu nku elt.
‘Rain fell during the night. T

e 'wine that women like isoore™

”

e wine that will be sweet todayniey elu

Anu me eke esi ro.

‘Th

e meat | [usually] share out is horse’

Anu me eke wnu esi ma o wnu efni, ele hnu ka nti.
‘The meat | [usually] share is horse or cow, it is not that which is smaller’

Anu me eke * r1 ndu k1ken1
“The meat | will 'share out is alive now’

Manya me ara wnu ozu ni nku ely, elé ogoro. .
‘The wine'l usually drmk isdzu” and “nkuy ely”, it is not “ogoro”

Manya me ara, e g1 m dono 0 suo (syntax unclear)

‘\- Qg
5

e wine | will drmk is claimed to be going to be sweet’

wa o zuzu enyi t ni iya, erti uka a rika.
e meetmg that |ncIu es us and her/him, it usually comes to a big argument’

wa 00 zuzu enyi, ya ebufule a.
e meeting that will include us, let her/him not cancel it’
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