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Professor: David L. Swartz

Office: SOC 248B,  96-100 Cummington St.

Tel. & Voicemail: 617/358-0650       

Email: dswartz@bu.edu

Class Meetings: MWF 11-12am
Meeting Room: KCB 107
Office Hours: MWF 10-11, Thurs, 2-3pm  (or by appointment)


This course will introduce students to six major figures in the development of the social sciences: Adam Smith, Karl Marx, Max Weber, Emile Durkheim, Georg Simmel, and George Herbert Mead.  These theorists have laid the groundwork for several research traditions that continue to shape contemporary sociological work: rational actor theory, conflict theory, functionalism, structuralism, microinteractionism, and mainstream empirical research.  The purpose of the course is to present and discuss the key ideas of these thinkers.  The course will focus on those primary texts where the central theoretical and methodological insights by these theorists are found.  In addition, the course will stress the linkages between the ideas of these classic theorists and contemporary sociological research.   Other theorists could of course be studied and not all issues that are considered important today, such as gender and race, are adequately addressed by Smith, Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Simmel or Mead.  The course will address these concerns by situating critically these classics in their respective historical and institutional contexts.

REQUIREMENTS


The course will be organized around lectures, assigned readings, and class discussion.  You are expected to participate fully in all aspects of the course and will be evaluated accordingly.  Assigned readings should be completed before classes in order to facilitate comprehension and discussion. Assigned texts of theorists being discussed should always be brought to class since we will occasionally read selections together.

Exams

There will be two written in-class exams and one final exam.  The exams consist of short answer and short essay questions. Test questions will cover course readings, class lectures, and class discussions.  The first two exams will cover materials discussed in the first two-thirds of the course.  The final exam will cover materials covered in the last third plus include a few comprehensive questions on issues raised throughout the semester.  The two in-class exams are scheduled for October 15 and November 22. The final exam is scheduled by the university for December 17.  All exams must be taken at the designated times.  No make-up exams, make-up work, or course incompletes will be granted except in cases of properly documented emergencies and with prior approval.  

Grading

 First Exam - 25%


 Second Exam - 35%


 Third & Final Exam (during finals) - 40%

Paper Option
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
You have the option of writing a short analytical paper (2-4 pages, typed and double spaced) after the first two exams.  This option is for those students who feel they do better on papers than in-class exams and wish to try to improve their grade on one of the first exams.  If you do choose to write the paper, I will average the paper grade and your lowest exam score. Thus, for example, a C exam and a B+ paper would average to a B- for the substitute grade for that exam.  By contrast, a B exam and a B+ paper would not change the letter grade but would add a couple of points on the grading scale being used in this course to make the substitute grade a very strong B.  If the paper grade is somewhat lower than the lowest exam grade, I will not count that against you.  But if you write a really lousy paper, say a D paper for a B exam, I will lower that exam grade somewhat.  A couple of possible topics for the optional paper will be proposed after the second exam and the assignment will need to be completed by the last day of classes.

Class Attendance & Participation

It is university policy to expect regular attendance in undergraduate courses. Unexcused absences will be noted and could affect adversely your final grade in this course.  In addition to regular attendance, any form of positive, active and reflective participation, such as asking or responding to questions, participating in class discussions, sending emails with substantive queries, and attending office hours to discuss class material, could enhance your final grade.

Honor Code and Conduct Expectations

  Students are expected to abide by Boston University standards on classroom conduct and on written work and exams in this course.  Consult the College of Arts and Sciences Academic Conduct Code for an explanation of those standards and policies regarding their violation.  Cases of suspected academic misconduct will be referred to the Dean’s Office.  Any violation of those academic standards, such as plagiarism (including from the internet), or copying from someone else during an exam, will lead to automatic dismissal from the course with a failing grade.


According to  The Chronicle of Higher Education (August 8, 2003) students as well as faculty are increasing frustrated by boorish and disruptive behavior of a few in the classroom. “Cell phone and beepers top the list of classroom distractions.”  But students also complain of “loud gum chewing and popping, pen and pencil tapping, packing up while the professor is still speaking, body odor, skimpily clad individuals, and off-topic discussions.”  Let’s keep our classroom free of such annoyances. 

Principal Books (available for purchase at the BU Bookstore)

Fred Pampel, Sociological Lives and Ideas  

Robert L. Heilbroner (ed.) The Essential Adam Smith
Sam Whimster (ed.) The Essential Weber: A Reader  
Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism
Kenneth Thompson (ed.) Readings from Emile Durkheim
Robert C. Tucker, The Marx-Engels Reader
Georg Simmel, On Individuality and Social Forms
Recommended Books (on Mugar reserve)

Lewis Coser, Masters of Sociological Thought.

Anthony Giddens, Capitalism and Modern Social Theory
Randall Collins & Michael Makowsky, The Discovery of Society
Randall Collins, Four Sociological Traditions

*indicates recommended background reading

COURSE TOPICS & READING ASSIGNMENTS


The following schedule of lecture topics and assigned readings will be revised occasionally during the course of the semester. You are responsible for being familiar with the updated schedule. Specific dates listed below for assignments are intended to be guidelines for your reading.  Plan to cover the assigned readings as they are being discussed in lectures.

COURSE INTRODUCTION (Sept. 8)

THE SOCIAL AND INTELLECTUAL ORIGINS OF MODERN SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES (Sept. 10, 13)

Randall Collins, "Prologue: The Rise of the Social Sciences" (on reserve) or in Four Sociological Traditions
*Randall Collins & Michael Makowsky, "Introduction: Society and Illusion" in The Discovery of Society (on reserve).

ADAM SMITH: THE UTILITARIAN TRADITION & RATIONAL-CHOICE THEORY (Sept. 15, 17, 20, 22, 24) 

Robert L. Heilbroner (ed) The Essential Adam Smith (particularly pages 1-11, 57-90, 98-123, 135-214, 234-243, 258-275, 289-312)

*Collins, "The Rational/Utilitarian Tradition," Chapter 2 in Four Sociological Traditions
KARL MARX & FRIEDRICH ENGELS: THE CONFLICT TRADITION OF HISTORICAL MATERIALISM (Sept. 27, 29, Oct. 1, 4, 6, 8, 13)

Pampel, Chap. 1 “The Sources of Human Misery: Karl Marx and the Centrality of Social Class”

In Robert C. Tucker, The Marx-Engels Reader
“Marx on the History of His Opinions,” pp. 4-5 (beginning with: “The first work...” and ending with: “...society to a close.”).  Also pp. 700-701 (Beginning with: “The materialist conception of history...” and ending with: “... the existing system of production.”)

 "Theses on Feuerbach" (pp. 143-45)

 "Contribution to the Critique of Hegel's Philosophy of Right: Introduction" (pp. 53-54 (Beginning with: “For Germany, the criticism of religion...” and ending with:  “...the criticism of politics.”), 64-65)  

"Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844" (particularly "Estranged Labor" pp. 70-81) and "Private Property and Communism"), pp. 81-105

“Capital, Volume One,” pp. 301-302 (beginning with “My dialectic method...”)

“The German Ideology: Part I”:

        -
 pp. 149-163 (Beginning with: “The premises from which we begin ...” and ending with: “... designated by the same name.”)

      - pp. 169-174 (beginning with: “in reality and for the practical materialist...” and ending with: “...the ‘general interest’ as ruling.”)

          - pp. 176-200

“Manifesto of the Communist Party,  pp. 473-491, 499-500 

“Wage Labour and Capital,” pp. 203-217

“The Fetishism of Commodities and the Secret Thereof,” pp. 319-329

“Socialism: Utopian and Scientific,” pp. 699-701 (beginning with: “The facts made imperative...” and ending with: “...the existing system of production.”)

“The Origins of the Family, Private Property, and the State,” pp. 734-759"

*Lewis A. Coser, Masters of Sociological Thought, (chapter on Marx) (on reserve)

*Collins, pp. 47-81 in Four Sociological Traditions
FIRST EXAM: IN-CLASS - Friday, October 15
MAX WEBER: THE CONFLICT TRADITION IN A MULTIDIMENSIONAL PERSPECTIVE   (Oct. 18, 20, 22, 25, 27, 29, Nov. 1, 3, 5)

Pampel, Chap. 3 “A Prophet of Doom: Max Weber and the Spread of Rationality”

Sam Whimster, The Essential Weber: a reader (tentative selections – final ones to be announced in class)
The ‘Objectivity’ of knowledge in social science and social policy, chap. 22
Science as a Vocation, chap. 20
Basic sociological concepts, chap. 21

Weber,   The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism   (chaps. I, II, IV (pp. 53-80), V - focus on pp. 13-37 “The Spirit of capitalism” and pp. 103-125 “Asceticism and the Spirit of Capitalism”)

The three types of legitimate rule, chap. 7

Bureaucracy, chap. 17
The Distribution of power in society: classes, status groups and parties, chap. 14
Status groups and classes, chap. 13
*Collins, pp. 81-108 in Four Sociological Traditions
EMILE DURKHEIM:   SOCIAL FACTS AND SOCIAL SOLIDARITY (Nov. 8, 10, 12, 15, 17, 19)
Pampel, Chap. 2 “The Problem of Social Order: Emile Durkheim and Morality in Modern Societies”

Kenneth Thompson, Readings from Emile Durkheim 


“Sociology and the Social Sciences, pp. 21-27


“The Rules of Sociological Method,” pp. 63-87



“Suicide,” pp. 91-115


“The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life,” pp. 117-135


“Primitive Classification,” pp. 136-138


“Professional Ethics and Civic Morals,” pp. 139-154


“Moral Education,” pp. 176-180


“Socialism.” pp. 159-166

*Lewis A. Coser, Masters of Sociological Thought, (chapter on Durkheim) (on reserve)

*Collins, pp. 181-241 in Four Sociological Traditions
SECOND EXAM - Monday, November 22
FALL RECESS – Nov. 24-28

GEORG SIMMEL: DIALECTIC OF INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY (Nov. 29, Dec. 1, 3)

Pampel, Chap. 4 “Impressions of Everyday Life: Georg Simmel and Forms of Social Interaction”

Simmel,  On Individuality and Social Forms (sections on reserve)

“The Problem of Sociology” - pp. 23-35

“Sociability”  - pp. 127-138 (ending with: “...the freedom of bondage.”)

“The Stranger” - pp. 143-149

“Conflict” - pp. 70-77 (ending with: “...even though we would.”), pp. 90-95

“Domination: - pp. 96-100, 116-117 (only section: “Subordination Under Objects.”)

“Exchange” - pp. 43-55


“The Metropolis and Mental Life” - pp. 324-339

“Group Expansion and the Development of Individuality” - pp. 251-3, 257-263 (beginning with: “This basic idea...”)


“Fashion”
- pp. 294-323

*Lewis A. Coser, Masters of Sociological Thought, (chapter on Simmel) (on reserve)

*Collins, Four Sociological Traditions, pp. 112-118

GEORGE HERBERT MEAD: THE MICRO and SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONIST TRADITION  (Dec. 6, 8, 10)

Pampel, Chap. 5 “Uniting Self and Society: George Herbert Mead and Symbolic Interaction”

Mead,   Mind, Self and Society - “The Emergent Self” (selections on reserve)

*Lewis A. Coser, Masters of Sociological Thought, (chapter on Mead)

*Collins, Four Sociological Traditions, pp. 253-266

THE LIMITS OF THE CLASSICAL TRADITION: THE CHALLENGES OF RACE & GENDER (Dec. 13)

W.E.B. Du Bois


The Philadelphia Negro: A Social Study   (selection on reserve)


The Souls of Black Folk  (selection on reserve) 

Dorothy Smith

The Conceptual Practices of Power: A Feminist Sociology of Knowledge (selection on reserve)

FINAL EXAM:     Friday, December 17, 12:30-2:30
�Decided to add this about class participation even though I am not designating a certain percentage of the final grade just for participation.  Perhaps will encourage some students to do more than just the minimum but this is difficult in a class with 50 students.
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