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Undergraduate Honors Theoretical 
Chemistry Advisor: Bob Gilbert 

Sydney University

PhD Statistical Physics Advisor: Bob 
Watts 

Australian National University

Post Doc. Theoretical Chemistry  
with Bruce Berne (help from Phil Pechukas!) 

Columbia University, NYC

From the Land Down Under to the Big Apple

t



WHEN I FOUND MYSELF TREATING QUANTUM SYSTEMS ALL 
THROUGHOUT MY PHD,

BOB SAID “YOU’LL GET THE ANSWER, USE QMC.”

WHEN PLOTTING ALL MY DATA, I’D CAREFULLY CHOOSE MY COLOR 
KEY,

‘CAUSE BOB SAID “RED AND GREEN ARE COLORS I CAN’T SEE.”

VERSE I

“I CAN’T SEE, I CAN’T SEE, I CAN’T SEE, I CAN’T SEE...”

“RED AND GREEN ARE COLORS I CAN’T SEE.”



VERSE II
FROM CENTER DIRECTOR, TO DEPARTMENT CHAIR, TO PRESIDENT... 
OVER ALL HE SEES,

BOB CERTAINLY IS GIFTED ADMINISTRATIVELY. 

BUT TALKING WITH OUR BOB IS AN EXERCISE IN CHIRALITY,

YOU’RE ALWAYS WONDERING, “IS HE LISTENING, IS HE LISTENING TO 
ME??”

IS HE LISTENING TO ME?, LISTENING TO ME, LISTENING TO ME, 
LISTENING TO ME,  

YOU’RE ALWAYS WONDERING, “IS HE LISTENING, IS HE LISTENING TO 
ME??”



VERSE III
WHEN MELBOURNE LET HIM GO, WHAT THEY WERE THINKING, I JUST 
COULDN’T SEE?

PERHAPS IT WAS ONE CRAZY BUREAUCRACY... 

BUT WAITING IN THE WINGS, WHAT A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY...

THE ONE, THE ONLY, THANK GOD FOR BHP!! 

BHP, BHP, BHP, BHP,  

THE ONE, THE ONLY, THANK GOD FOR BHP!!



VERSE IV
NEVER SATISFIED WITH THE STATUS QUO, HE CHALLENGES US AND 
UP WE GO,

BEYOND YOUR LIMITS, OUTSIDE OUR COMFORT ZONES. 

TO REACH GREAT HEIGHTS IS WELL AND GOOD, TO GO BEYOND 
WHERE YOU THINK YOU SHOULD,

OL’ BOB HE’S ALWAYS PUSHING, PUSHING ME.... 

PUSHING ME, PUSHING ME, PUSHING ME, HOW FAR, LETS SEE,  

OL’ BOB HE’S ALWAYS PUSHING, PUSHING ME.



VERSE V
WHEN MAKING LIFE’S DECISIONS, HE’S ALWAYS THERE WITH SAGE 
ADVICE,

HIS SUPPORT, THICK SKINNED, “KEEP MOVING” PHILOSOPHY. 

ALL O’ER THE WORLD WE GO, NEVER MISS AN OPPORTUNITY,

THE INTERNATIONAL, WORLD WIDE WATTS FAMILY! 

EMPATHY, DIGNITY, HUMANITY, CREATIVITY...  

WE’RE ALL PART OF THE GREAT WATTS LEGACY!


