
Map for the next lectures 

• Goal: taxation and the public debt
• Textbook century/region: England and France XVIII

• For this:
• Parliaments
• Requires: state

• Rise of the state in Europe 
• Side view: difference between Europe and China

• Comparison with the state building in Antiquity
• Hence, we bypass (for now), some issues in Antiquity.
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Ec 565 

2. The rise of the state in 
Western Europe

(9/8)
• Leap	from	the	Roman	Empire	(Great	intermediary	
period)

• Birth	around	the	year	1000
• Climate

• Grand	view	about	the	evolution	of	states	in	Europe	
• Competing and growing monopolies (taxation)
• Framework for case studies on the emergence of the state and of 

representation in
• England and France
• Spain
• Germany and Italy

• Reading: Norbert Elias (1939), The Civilization Process 
(new editions)



Leap of 1000 years• Roman Empire:
• Mare Nostrum: the 

Med. Sea is the spine 
of the R.E.

• Shipwrecks in Med. 
Sea:
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The European “intermediary period”• End of the Roman Empire
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The Medieval Climate 
Anomaly
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https://phys.org/news/2021-04-medieval-period.html


Climate
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Lam, H. H. (1965). “The Early Medieval Warm Epoch and its Sequel”, 
Palaeogreography, Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoeecology, Elsevier, 13-37.
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The rise of the states in Europe

• References
• Elias, Norbert (1939 and later editions). The Civilizing Process, hereafter 

CP.
• Hoffman, Phil (2012). “Why Europe Conquered the Word,” JEH.
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The competition view
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1200

1600

Ming dynasty (1368-1644)

• Europe: fragmented in many 
states,
• Internal warfare and 

competition

• China: often one large 
empire
• External threat (north)



The bellicists’ view• Europe: fragmented in many 
states,
• fighting each other:
• New institutions to finance 

wars: parliaments
• Competition between states
• Technological progress in 

warfare

• China: few states, often one 
large empire
• Threat only from the North
• Strong bureaucracy with 

competitive examination
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Europe at war   (tables from Hoffman, EHR and JEH)
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Different military technologies in Europe and 
China
• Europe’s internal wars

• Cavalry is useful only occasionally
• PH incorrect. Shift in the 14th century.
• Infantry (Crécy, the Tercios of the Spanish army)
•  NE correct (implication for social structure)

• From 16th century, gun powder dominates, fire arms, artillery, siege warfare
• Naval warfare (artillery critical), but only between England/Netherlands against others

• Efficient navy for worldwide expansion

• China’s threat from the North
• Gun powder, invented before the year 1000
• Cavalry dominates

• Mounted archers
• Navy useless
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Productivity growth of firearms
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Opium wars (1839-1842, 1856-1860)
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• Imports of opium forced on China by England (and France)



Competition in Europe for monopoly of 
taxation

• (more details on China, with comparisons, in PH, but today’s focus:
• Europe: good, but partial account in Elias
• Elias emphasizes the drive towards absolutism (and culture)
• The material support was expansion of territory, through wars:

• Tournament model of Hoffman,

• Big exception: the Habsburg (exploiting the succession rules of the 
Ancient Regime)

• Bella gerant alii, tu felix Austria nube

• Important flaw in Elias (because of his main argument towards 
absolutism): Parliaments (with different evolutions)
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Evolution of parliaments in Europe
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Van	Zanden,	Jan	Luiten,	Eltjo	Buringh	and	Maarten	Bosker	(2012).
	“The	rise	and	decline	of	European	parliaments,	1188—1789,”
	The	Economic	History	Review,	Vol.	65	(3),	835-861.
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coefficient of variation between the thirteenth and the sixteenth century: from 2.2
to 0.8, indicating a process of institutional convergence within Europe. At the end
of the sixteenth century all regions, including Russia, had a parliament (parts of
Italy are the exception here; this will be discussed further below). After 1600 there
is a clear divergence within Europe, the coefficient of variation rising to 1.4 in the
eighteenth century.
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Figure 3. Activity index of parliaments in central Europe, twelfth to eighteenth
centuries
Sources: See online app. S1.
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Figure 4. Activity index of parliaments in three parts of Europe, twelfth to eighteenth
centuries
Notes: South is the population-weighted average of Portugal, Spain, and France. Central is the population-weighted average of
Poland, Switzerland, Hungary, and the eight sub-states of the Holy Roman Empire, including Austria, for which we estimated the
activity index. North-west is the population-weighted average of England, Scotland, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Sweden.
Moving Switzerland (which clearly follows a north-western European pattern) from central Europe to north-western Europe
reinforces the divergence between the two parts of Europe.
Sources: See online app. S1. Population estimates taken from Maddison, World economy.
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Estates Generals in France
 (national parliament)• Number of meetings (time interval of 25 years)
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Figure 1: The surplus possibility frontier (SPF)



Long interval in the West (450-1000)• End of travel and communication in the 
Mediterranean sea.
• Travel by land is 30 times more expensive
• Empire of Charlemagne, more an exception (not stable)
• CP
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The Normans (900-1066)
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1066:
William the Conqueror
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Bayeux tapestry
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“Textbook” feudalism

Political system
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Decentralized system• No overall state of legal structure, but
• Rules of legitimacy
• Strong role of the Church

• No central collection of information
• Structure is decentralized

• Hierarchy is a pyramid where each member of a layer controls only a 
few subordinates in the lower layer.

• In the rural setting where all the production is agricultural, the pyramid 
is tied to the rights and titles of ownerships over the land

• To prevent “tax competition” between districts (fiefdoms), the labor 
force is fixed to the land (serfdom).

• Harsh punishment for deviation

• Services to the upper layer only for “evident necessity”
• In kind,
• money.
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• Conflicts because of
• Merger and acquisitions through marriages (Eleanor of Aquitaine (12th 

century) fuel for the conflict between England and France, for centuries after)
• Hostile takeover: William the Conqueror (1066)

• King is a lord above the others, but limited power.
• Revenues for regular expenditures (not emergency) should comefrom his own 

domain.
• Taxation within the domain like any landlord, but no money taxation of the 

vassals.
• Emergency met with feudal duties
• Emergency has to be proven: doctrine of evident necessity, supported by the 

Church: reinforcement of the defensive orientation of the system. 
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Geography

• Size is essential
• Three types

• 1. England
• Right size ( ˜a French province)
• Takeover by William I, like a “corporate” takeover. Particular type of feudalism

• 2. “France”
• Large country and stability of the society
• In the North, textbook feudalism

• 3. Holy Roman Empire
• Much too large

• 4. Spain
• Different: Reconquista



The construction of France
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NORMANDY

ANJOU
Angevin kings
Henry II
(1054-1089)

1066

burial in the abbaye of 
Fontevraud



England and France
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(1138 – 1254)
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1360
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1648



Spain in 756
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Spain in 1036
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JACA



England
• Hostile takeover by the Normans and William the

Conqueror in 1066, with barons (like a corporate 
board).
• William I, like after a corporate takeover:                               

inventory of the property: Doomsday Book.
• From the beginning, some control by a centralized

government.
• Barons were part of a team and did not come from long

local family tradition. Tenants in chief.
• King and nobles ruled the realm in concert. Thery were

mutually indispensable. (Holt, p.126).
• England was a colony.

Mainland: Anjou and Normandy. Strong link with the 
continent (Normandy and after the marriage Henry II - 
Alienor of Aquitain, the whole western part of France).

• England the right size and the right borders.



Magna Carta
• Context: geography

• Context: History
• Richard I (1189-1199), absentee king.

Spent little time in England. Note that 
theadministration   was efficient.

• John  (1199-1216) weakened 
• (i) numerous previous taxes (repeated aids)

• (ii) character,

• (iii) conquest of Normandy by the king of France, Philip
II (fall of Chateau Gaillard in 1204)

• Philip II was a strong king
• (iv)  defeat of  allies (on the continent) at Bouvines (1214)

(Flanders)


