THE GOSPEL ~ AND POPULAR CULTURE

Spring 2009

Course Description
This courselaces the Christian gospel into dialogue with various

expressions of North American popular culture (film, television, art,
music, entertainment, sports, etc.) in an effort to undensd the
complex relationship between the two. The course takes up this
dialogue against the wider background of the study of religion and
popular culture and by exploring the nature of self arahscendence,
morality and the spiritual quest as those amnstrued and configured
within popular culture. The course asks to
what extent contemporary expressions of
Christian worship, preaching, ministry,
evangelism, andpirituality might better
engage populaculture and to what extent
these expressions alreadgflect (perhaps
uncritically) the values, patterns, and
practices of popular culture

Method
The course wiltenter upon discussion of required readiraysd

the presentation and discussion of student research

Dr. Bryan Stone E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism
Boston University School of Theology

Office: (617 3532456 Home: (613%2-3689

EMail: bpstone@bu.edu

Website:http://people.bu.edu/bpstone
Teaching Assistant: Xochitl Alvizo (xalvizo@bu.edu)




Reading
The following arethe primary required textbookdor this course

See course calendar for other articlésat you should secure
either from the internetor the course blackboard websitat
blackboard.bu.edu

Lynch, GordonUnderstanding fieology and Popular Culture
Oxford: Blackwell, 2005.

Mahan, Jeffrey H. and Bruce David Forbes, Rd$igion and
Popular Culture in AmericRevised editionBerkeley:
University of California Press, 2005.

Taylor, BarryEntertainment TheologyGrand Rapls: Baker, 2008.

A number of articles listed in the course calendar can be found inJthenal of Religion and
Popular Culturat: http://www.usask.ca/relst/[rpc/articlesindex.html

Rea ding Quizzes

The first half of each class session will begin with a short answer/short essay quiz on
the reading for the day followed by a discussion of the reading. The quizzes will be of a
general nature and will be designed to evaluate the depth ofthest udent 6 s
comprehension of and engagement with the reading itself. Quizzes may not be taken
late.

Inclusive Language
The instructor will conscientiously attempt and all students are urged to use inclusive

language, images, and metaphors in both their speaking and writing.

Students with Disabilities

Any students in this course who have a disability that might prevent them from fully
demonstrating their abilities should meet with the instructor as soon as possible to
initiate disability verification and discuss accommodations that may be necessary to
ensure your full participation in the successful completion of course requirements.

Student Research and Presentations

Twice during the semester, each student is required to make an in-class presentation
and to submit (electronically by e-mail attachment) an 8-10 page, double-spaced
research paper focused upon some phenomenon of popular culture as listed in the
course calendar.

The paper and presentation should be divided into two clearly identified parts of roughly
equivalent length each. The first part of the assignment should provide a clear and
carefully researched description of the phenomenon in such a way as to document and
lift up the religious, theological, or existential significance of that phenomenon. The


blackboard.bu.edu
http://www.usask.ca/relst/jrpc/articlesindex.html

second part of the assignment should include a thoughtful and carefully-researched
theological analysis and evaluation of the phenomenon in such a way that a dialogue is
constructed between the Christian faith and that phenomenon. The first part should
connect naturally to the second because, again, the description should already contain
within it something of the religious, theological, or existential relevance of the
phenomena. The second part then responds to the first in ways that might, for example,
critique the phenomenon from the standpoint of the Christian faith, on the one hand, or
as a helpful touchstone for re-conceiving Christian faith, re-thinking the gospel, and
expressing it in North American culture in new and vital ways. Papers must be
submitted on the Monday following the initial presentation by midnight.

Please note that what is most explicitly

religious about any popular culture

phenomenon is not necessarily what will

render that phenomenon most significant

religiously, theologically, or existentially

(though that may well be the case at times).

Also important is the way the phenomenon

reflects or shapes our values, behavior, and

imagination, the way we come to faith, the

way we think about the Christian gospel, or

the way we share our faith. So, for example,

the religious significance of theme parks in

popul ar culture is not primarily Whadoesay dnr el
the popularity of theme parks in North American culture tell us about how we play,

spend money, become socialized in numerous ways, escape, engage in ritualized

behavior, etc. The second part of an assignment on theme parks would then interpret,

analyze, critique, or learn from this in ways that establish a dialogue between the

phenomenon and the Christian gospel.

Avoid two kinds of oversimplification: (a)
on the descriptive side, by simply
looking for the explicitly religious and (b)
on the theological side, by simply
moralizing about the phenomenon
rather than engaging in a deeper
analysis, dialogue, and reflection.

oRADING
Reading Quizzes 70 points
Research papers and presentations 130 points



Monday, January 26

Monday, February 2 B — =
Guest Presentation: Dr. Shel |#HEAFGCALrFTIC iriAd TiG i POPULAR CULTURE
Rambo orCormac McCarthy >
andThe Road
Required Reading:

SYRtSs aSNWey CzI da¢KS ! L2 Ol f &lalirfal®f Reliiod

and Popular Culturé/ol. XI (Fall 2005).

C2NbS&az . NHzOS 51 GARSXZ aLyidNRRdzO Gotbes/etig. A
Religion and Popular Culture in AmeriRavised editionBerkeley: University of
California Press, 2005;20

Lynch, Gordonnderstanding Theology and Popular Cult@eand Rapids: Baker, 2008,
42.

wl Y0232 HeyoldiRedemptiohw S| RA Yy 3 / 2 NYThé©Roadér theNEndk
of the World¢ Studies in the Literary Imaginatigto be published in Fall 2009)

Monday, February 9

Popular Guest Presentation: Danielle Tumminio ##¥0r fotte’

Required Reading:

Cd RSO26G0Gx [S2yASzT a! 2aAl |
AY | | NNE Chrigiah C&nNE25:1 @afiuary
15, 2008), 2427.

CNE]lIKZ2fYZ !'Ye W2Kyazyz da(
LeftBehindt SNA S&aX¢ Ay al RI5Y

| Saas al NBhEHumand\&ed fofiEnefmiks, or
2 K4 22dzZ R | | NWérdand®WoiddS N|
28:1 (Winter 2008), 456.

YYAIKIZ WayhgldgiBing{the Diving Reginine
in The Da Vinci Codend The Secret Life of Bees A
Mahan and Forbes, 584!

LynchUnderstanding Theology and Popular Cultu48
92.




TuesdayFebruary 17

Student Presentation: Tattoos and Beiercing
Student Presentation: BodS$culpting

Student Presentation: Graphic Novels
Student Presentation: Japaneseilation
Student Presentationfwilight

Required Reading:

5SG6SAESNE / NFAT YR . I NNE ¢ AMatxNDMeaniGgs

(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003);221

[ St 6A0FE aAOKSE{S adbn WJnem Weight LasK SdtNg 2 |

{1 f@FrGA2Y a&lK 2F /[ dzZ GdzNB4A[ A(SZ¢ AY
LynchUnderstanding Theology and Popular Culi@&110.
{ OKALISNI X / tFdzRAF I @&{ L2 NI Aat-al NISIDLEAIOf

.2

d

Religionand Popular Culture/ol. V (Fall 2003).

Monday, February 23

Celebrities
and

Saints

Student Presentation: CelebriBeligion
Student Presentation: Marian Devotion/Virgin of Guadalupt
Student Presentation: Popular devotion to Saints
Student Presentation: Comics and Superheroes
Required Reading:

5SG6SATtSNIFYR ¢l &f 2NE &/ St ScomddkixiohNEanings89y

123.

Lol YdzNF = WIYS blF2YASXS a¢KS hNASydlrf azy

Forbes, 243.

Lynch Understanding Theology and Popular Cultur}-161.

Monday, March 2
Student Presentaon: Reality Televisién
Student Presentation: SEi TelevisionStar TrekBabylon 5Battlestar
[T Gatactica etc,
Student Presentation: Animationshe Simpson§outh Parketc.
Student Presentation: Primetime Drama&sA. LawLost Dexter Mad
Men, etc.)




Required Reading:
5A. SNYIFNR2> {lollGAy2x

Religion and Popular Cultyréol. XIX (Summer 2008).
LynchUnderstanding Theology and Popular Culidi@2194.
WA Y RN =  aMbddiEhits ih Our Butui@@aTrelC Y R2Y | & / dz

in Mahan and Forbes, 15[/73.

[ A4S 5FfG2yZ 9NRO aAOKIF St alldNE | yH{
Church: Parody, Pietism, and Pluralisntie Simpsonsn Eric Michael ldzur and
Kate McCarthy, edsGod in the Details: American Religion in Popular CulNeev

York: Routledge, 2001), 2248.

G! YSNR ORglrndl ¢t 2 ¢

Monday, March 16
Student Presentation: Oprah Spirituality
Student Presentation: Talk Radio

StudentPresentation: Popular Constructions of the News

Student Presentation: Buffy the Vampire Slayer

Author of the New York Times #1 Bestseller LIFE STRATEGIES

Television
Talk Shows

Required Reading:

93Fys wod 5FyASttS FyR {i
DSG LG 2N, 2dz 52y QiQY
The Dr. Phil Shawe Jodrl of Religion and
Popular CulturgVol. X (Summer 2005).

| 2t fFYRT {dzZl I YyYSZT d&hdzNJ |
WdzR& X 5N [Fdz2NF = FyR
in God in the Detail217230.

mj;; A D Monday, March 23

Student Presentation: 2

Student Presentation: Hiplop/Ray}

Student Presentation: Counftpr BluegrassMusic

Student Presentation: Heavy Metal

Student Presentation: Contempora@hristian Musit

Student Presentation: Popular Patriotic Msic

Required Reading:

5dzy 6 NE 5AN] X G¢KS 9@2f
wSfATA2dza | YR 9 (bArfiaPoH A (
Religion and Popular Cultyrol. Il (Fall 2002).

K221 a4 PXYIZY atafll yial A2y aBlagkiooksaRace andJ
RepresentatiorfSouth End Press, 1992), 164.

| dZf aSGKSNE al N] 5 a[A1S I {SNXY2yy
and Forbes, 798. 1




tAYyYS lyiK2yésa8whtlasddazardyl gR©GLVALF YR

Taylor,Entertainment Theology62-86.

W2YlFy2al1AZ 2AEEALY 503 G9@Fy3aSt Aol ]
adzaA0 LyRdzZAaGNEIZ¢ X3 al KIy IyR C2NbS

Monday, March 30
Student Presentationfthe Lord of the Rings
Golden Compassr Chronicles of Narnigpook
and/or cinematic version$}
Student Presentation: Millennial, End ofH,
or Rapture Films
Student Presentation: Portrayals of Clergy on
Film
Student Presentation: Popular Receptionltie Passion of the Christ
Required Reading:
WSAYKEFNIGT X ! RSt ST a{ ONReIudzhlBf Religion énid Bim {
(April 1999).
Stone,Bryand 9 @A f Ay CAf Y I &ontindium?Cbriipainioh tg Religioh aj
Film(New York: Continuum: 2009).
Stone,Bryand a2 RSNY t NRGSadl yi JLINBRByOkRSE |
ed. Companion Volume on Rgbn and Filn{(New York: Routledge Press, 2009).
Taylor,Entertainment TheologfGrand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008)]182.

Monday, April 6

Megahurche
and
Televangelis

Student Presentation: Televangeli§igeneral, or pick oneT.D. Jakes, Joel Osteen, etc.)
Student Presentation: Meg&hurches
Student Presentation: Queer Culture

Required Reading:

| 22 ASNE { G S sobsNiWillawdTeekd $ekkSr Reéligion and the Contempo
al N} SGLX OS¢ Ay 83Ky |yR C2NbSa:z

Taylor,Entertainment TheologfGrand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008); 113,




Monday, April 13

Sports and
Play

Student Presentation: Gambling
Student Presentation: Extreme Sports
Student Presentation: Video/Computer/Online Gamir
Student Presentation: Toys
Student Presention: Fandoni®
Required Reading:
/' FGSNAYSS 51 NNEf +dX &/ dzNERSaEA yR /I GH
+A2f SYyOS Ay ! Y®WIlOIREigiondaidPoailds Cutwvel. Yl
(Fall 2004).
| KARS&AGSNE 51 @A éball, ThetRstBh of Go@EDHAd tRePotlatth Hf
w201 WYWyQ w2tfzé A382alKFIy FyR C2NbSa
t NAOSS W2aSLK [®dX a!'y ' YSNROIY ! LJ2{KS
Forbes, 198212.
{ OK2f Sazx WSTFINBe&:I dat NugobrieatAA2Réligibus Ritbad S
'y I £ & douraal af Religyon and Popular Cultwel. VII (Summer 2004).
Taylor,Entertainment Theologyl 73211.

Monday, April 23
Student Presentation: Resorts, Theme PHrkg
StudentPresentation: Advertising
Student Presentation: Pornography
Student Presentation: Religious Kitsch
Student Presentation: Popular Art
Required Reading:
5SG6SATtSNI YR ¢l &f 2N
I & K (i NJAaViAtdixsof Meahings: Findin
God n Pop Culturg27091.
YEAYSY {02002 a¢KS a
Consumer Religion: How Consumer Relig
Fuels the Culture Wars in the United
{ G § Séumal of Refigion and Populal
Culture Vol. XVII (Fall 2007).
al NBaodO23 t SiGSNDNIGES ait 25NEERY | (2AdeNI R A FS Q& ¢
Journal of Religion and Popular Cultwel. XII (Summer 2006).
CK2YLAZ2Y Y w20SNI Wos a/ 2yaSONIGAYy3a [/ 2ya
Mahan and Forbes, 485.




